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The city of Rochester has received a $3 mil-
lion grant from the USDA Urban and Commu-
nity Forestry Inflation Reduction Act to bolster
Mayor Malik Evans’ Tree Expansion and Beau-
tification Initiative.

With this funding, the city plans to plant
6,000 new trees across Rochester by 2025, pri-
oritizing underserved communities to create a
more equitable urban tree canopy.

The grant will specifically fund the planting
of 4,000 trees over the next two years – 2,000
in 2024 and another 2,000 in 2025. With the
3,200 trees planted with city funding, Roches-
ter will exceed its initial goal of 6,000 trees by
the end of 2025.

“I am thrilled to see our vision for a greener,
more vibrant Rochester coming to life,” Evans
said. “Trees are not just beautiful; they are vi-
tal to the health and well-being of our

neighborhoods, environment, and future.”
The city’s Forestry Division oversees the

initiative and has identified planting zones
prioritizing under-canopied and underserved
neighborhoods.

City residents are encouraged to participate
in the program by calling 311 to request that a
tree be planted in the public right-of-way.
Once it is planted, the city will help you care for
your tree.

The City’s Forestry Division manages the
initiative, focusing on planting zones in neigh-
borhoods with limited tree cover and under-
served communities.

Residents are invited to get involved by
requesting a tree planted in the public
right of way through the 311 service. Af-
ter the tree is planted, the city will
help you care for it.

A guided walk around the Marketview Heights neighborhood explores the Marketview
Heights Tree Canopy Initiative. SHAWN DOWD/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE
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A judge has awarded more than $3
million to a Rochester man who was
wrongly convicted of armed robbery
and spent more than six years in pris-
on.

In a ruling filed Tuesday, state Court
of Claims Judge Scott Odorisi ruled
that Anthony Miller provided at trial
significant proof of innocence. “The
Court cannot underscore the gravity of
(Miller’s) lost liberty owing to a crime
he did not commit,” Odorisi wrote.

For the state to be held liable for his
wrongful conviction, Miller had to
demonstrate “clear and convincing”
evidence of innocence. 

“He easily met the very high bar,”
said Miller’s attorney, Elliot Shields.

Odorisi’s $3 million judgment was
based on damages for Miller’s mental
health struggles and lost wages.

The arrest, conviction of
Anthony Miller

Miller’s arrest arose from the 2013
armed robbery of a man on Genesee
Street, who had his cellphone, ciga-
rettes, keys and $10 stolen from him in
an exchange that lasted no more than
45 seconds. The victim also saw an-
other man on a bicycle nearby whom
he suspected to be involved.

$3M award
for man
wrongfully
convicted 
Rochester judge cites
jail time, mental toll

Rochester’s Anthony Miller spent
almost seven years in prison for a
crime he did not commit. ROBERT

BELL/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE
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WASHINGTON – Republican JD
Vance entered Tuesday night’s vice
presidential debate with Democrat Tim
Walz hoping to avoid a repeat of Donald
Trump’s disastrous debate perfor-
mance against Kamala Harris last
month in Philadelphia.

On that score, Vance clearly suc-
ceeded during the CBS News Vice Presi-
dential Debate in New York.

Vance did what Trump was unable to

do by delivering a debate performance
that mostly avoided the verbal missteps
and the outrageous outbursts that
characterized the GOP presidential
nominee’s performance in his fac eoff
with Harris three weeks ago in Philadel-
phia.

Vance appeared to have an edge over
Walz in terms of poise and command of
policy.

Vance is a Republican senator from
Ohio, but the debate likely marked the
first time that many voters had seen
him perform on the national stage. He

used some of his answer to the first
question of the night to introduce him-
self to voters, reminding them that he
grew up in a middle-class background
and went to college on the GI bill after
serving in Iraq.

Walz, the governor of Minnesota,
seemed to get off on the wrong foot right
from the start when he mixed up Iran
and Israel when asked about how he
would advise the president on a pre-
emptive strike by Israel against Iran.

ANALYSIS VICE PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE

Vance outshines Walz in high-profile clash
Michael Collins
USA TODAY

People watch Tuesday’s vice
presidential debate in Times Square.
KENA BETANCUR/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Inside
Five takeaways from the Vance-Walz
showdown. 9A See DEBATE, Page 10A
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The victim said that the robber was a
Black man in a gray hooded sweatshirt
and jeans.

Within minutes, a Rochester officer
patrolling the area spotted Miller and an-
other man in the driveway of a nearby
home. Miller was in a red sweatshirt and
sweatpants. He was also the first Black
man encountered by the Rochester offi-
cer after the victim’s call to 911, court pa-
pers state.

At the Court of Claims trial, Shields
provided a timed re-creation of what po-
lice said had occurred: That within min-
utes Miller had sprinted a half mile from
the crime scene, dashed into a house to
change clothes, then again came outside
to stand around with no signs of fatigue
when approached by police.

“That’s why we made that demonstra-
tive video to show it was impossible that
he did this,” Shields said. As well, he said,
“what dumb criminal just commits a rob-
bery” then hangs out outside after a swift
change of clothes.

In 2013 police searched the two men

and found nothing to link them to the
robbery. They took them to the victim,
who identified the two as the robber and
the man on the bicycle. As Odorisi notes
in his decision, eyewitness identification
is now known to be unreliable, yet that
evidence was the linchpin of the case
against Miller and his ultimate convic-
tion.

Miller appealed the conviction and a
regional appellate court decided “there is
considerable objective evidence support-
ing (Miller’s) innocence.” The conviction
was reversed in 2020.

Post-release struggles

After his release Miller struggled with
anxiety and depression. He was once
charged with assaulting a police officer
and also has had arrests for drunken
driving. He is now serving a two- to four
year sentence in state prison.

At the Court of Claims trial a licensed
forensics psychologist testified that Mil-
ler had been severely psychologically
damaged by being imprisoned in his 20s
and that he saw authority figures as
threats.

The psychologist, Trica Peterson, con-
firmed Miller’s post-traumatic stress

“and alcohol misuse diagnoses, which in-
cluded anger management, occupational
retention problems, nightmares, and
reckless behavior in the form of drinking
and gambling,” Odorisi wrote.

Before his successful appeal, Miller
reached out to the conviction integrity
unit of the Monroe County District Attor-
ney’s Office, which is charged with exam-
ining possible wrongful convictions. The
unit decided there was not proof of Mil-
ler’s innocence.

At the Court of Claims trial, Miller said
he cried when he first learned of the unit
in the DA’s Office because he thought it
could secure his freedom, Shields said.
Miller testified that he again cried when
the unit rejected his claims of innocence.

“The decision that we got from Judge
Odorisi shows that the conviction integ-
rity unit didn’t fairly weigh the evidence
in this case,” Shields said.

What did Sandra Doorley say about
office’s failure?

Asked in 2021 about the office’s han-
dling of the case, District Attorney San-
dra Doorley said, “At the time this case
came in, we believed there was evidence
beyond a reasonable doubt that Mr. Mil-

ler was guilty of the allegations, and a
trial jury agreed with us.

“After the conviction, when claims of
actual innocence were raised, we began
to re-examine the case. This investiga-
tion was conducted at the same time as
the appeal. Once the appellate court dis-
missed the indictment, the investigation
into Mr. Miller’s innocence became un-
necessary, as he was now a free man.”

Shields said the DA’s unit had already
again decided Miller guilty by the time of
the appellate ruling and did not seriously
reconsider. Internal DA memos received
by Shields show plans to close the case a
month before the appellate ruling.

In a 2021 interview with the Democrat
and Chronicle, Miller said he wanted to
ensure that the police and prosecutorial
decisions that led to his imprisonment
were not forgotten.

“Without accountability, the system
will remain unjust,” he said.

– Gary Craig is a veteran reporter with
the Democrat and Chronicle, covering
courts and crime and more. You can
reach Craig at gcraig@rocheste.gan-
nett.com. He is the author of two books,
including “Seven Million: A Cop, a Priest,
a Soldier for the IRA, and the Still-Un-
solved Rochester Brink’s Heist.“

$3M award
Continued from Page 1A

“Iran, or I, uh, Israel’s ability to be
able to defend itself is fundamental,” he
said early in the answer. Moments later
he said “the expansion of Israel and its
proxies” is a fundamental necessity for
the United States to steady leadership
there.

Other times Walz seemed nervous
and unsure of himself. At times, he
spoke so rapidly that he stumbled over
his words.

The two candidates met on the de-
bate stage in New York as polls show a
close election with just over a month to
go. Most national polls give Harris and
Walz a small lead nationally, but the
race remains a tossup in several of the
swing states that will determine the
winner.

Harris and Trump debated each oth-
er last month in Philadelphia, a match-
up that Harris was widely regarded as
having won. Harris has been pushing

Trump to agree to another debate later
this month, but so far, he has been reluc-
tant to commit to a rematch.

Tuesday’s event between Walz and
Vance is the only scheduled debate be-
tween the vice presidential nominees –
and could possibly be the last debate of
the presidential race.

Even before the nominees took the
stage, the Harris campaign tried to low-
er expectations for Walz, who reported-
ly claimed to be a bad debater and was
nervous about how he would perform.
Trump, on the other hand, seemed to
raise expectations for Vance.

“He’s going up against a moron. A to-
tal moron,” Trump said during an inter-
view with Kellyanne Conway, who man-
aged his campaign in 2016 and worked
as his senior adviser in the White
House.

During the 11⁄2-hour debate, both can-
didates found themselves on the defen-
sive.

Walz was asked to explain why he has
said he was in Hong Kong during the
Tiananmen Square pro-democracy pro-
tests in the spring of 1989. Recently un-

earthed news reports indicate he was
still in Nebraska, his home state, and
headed to China to teach high school in
August 1989, several months after the
Tiananmen Square protests.

Walz stumbled as he tried to explain
the discrepancy, eventually saying he
misspoke and calling himself “a knuck-
lehead” at times. “I can get caught up in
the rhetoric,” he said.

Vance was put on the defensive over
his past criticism of Trump, who he once
suggested might be “America’s Hitler,”
and over his false claims that Haitian
migrants in Springfield, Ohio, are eating
cats and dogs. “I was wrong about Don-
ald Trump,” Vance said, blaming what
he called dishonest media reports that
he said had distorted Trump’s record.

Vance also repeatedly questioned
why Harris hasn’t already implemented
many of the policies she is advocating as
a presidential candidate, given that she
has been the vice president for more
than three years.

Presidents, not the vice president,
set an administration’s policy. But
Vance frequently referred to Harris’

“wide open southern border” and said
some of her economic plans sound
“pretty good” – but that she could have
already enacted them if she wanted.

“If Kamala Harris has such great
plans for how to address middle class
problems, then she ought to do them
now, not when asking for a promotion,”
he said. “The fact that she isn’t, tells you
about how much you can trust her actu-
al plans.”

Vance dodged when asked about
Trump continuing to push false claims
that he won the 2020 election and about
the Jan. 6, 2021, mob attack on the Capi-
tol by a group of Trump supporters try-
ing to stop Congress from certifying Joe
Biden’s victory.

Vance said he and Republicans want
to focus on the future and accused Dem-
ocrats of trying to censor the speech of
people criticizing the election system.

Walz countered that the threat to de-
mocracy is real and warned that Trump
and his allies are “laying the ground-
work” for more protests and another at-
tempt to overthrow the election if they
lose in November.

Debate
Continued from Page 1A


