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Amii Abdur-Rahim, 43, the South
Florida men’s basketball coach, died
on Thursday, according to the Tampa
Bay Times and confirmed by the uni-
versity. A news release from South
Florida said Abdur-Rahim was under-
going a medical procedure at a Tampa-

area hospital when he
died due to complica-
tions that arose during
the procedure. He was
the younger brother of
NBA star Shareef Ab-
dur-Rahim and was
considered a rising star
in coaching college bas-
ketball. In his first sea-

son with the Bulls during the 2023-
2024 college basketball season, they
went 25-8 and won the American Ath-
letic Conference regular-season title
for the first time. Before taking the job
with USF, Abdur-Rahim earned ac-
claim across college basketball for
turning around the Kennesaw State
basketball program. According to his
USF bio, Abdur-Rahim was a father of
three and married to Arianne Buchan-
an.

Jebry “Judith” Branch, 80, a singer
who had a decadeslong career in jazz
and other genres, died Oct. 11 after a
long illness. Branch was born in 1944 in
Hollywood, California, and started her
singing career at age 22 with Harry
James and his orchestra, a gig that
lasted for two years. Later she ap-
peared as a guest artist on the Mike
Douglas, Merv Griffin and Jackie Glea-
son shows. Branch also worked in
clubs in Las Vegas and London, an
obituary in the Naples (Florida) Daily
News said. Branch was an opening act
for Wayne Newton, Count Basie, Bob-
by Darin and Joan Rivers, the obituary
said, and hit the road for two years
with Bobby McFerrin, accompanying
her on piano. She moved to Naples,
Florida, in 1986 and continued to per-
form and host jam sessions, and also
performed all over the world with her
husband, drummer Bobby Phillips.

Paul Di’Anno, 66, a heavy metal vo-
calist and Iron Maiden’s first lead sing-
er, has died, according to Di’Anno’s
record label. “On behalf of his family,
Conquest Music are sad to confirm the
death of Paul Andrews, professionally
known as Paul Di’Anno. Paul passed
away at his home in Salisbury,” the
message reads. Representatives also
confirmed Di’Anno’s death to Fox
News Digital. The East London-born
singer “first came to prominence as
lead singer of English Heavy Metal
band Iron Maiden between 1978 and
1981,” the statement says. “He sang on
their groundbreaking debut album
Iron Maiden and the influential follow
up release, Killers. Since leaving Iron
Maiden, Paul Di’Anno had a long and
eventful recording career with 
Battlezone and Killers as well as nu-
merous solo releases and guest ap-
pearances.”

Ron Ely, 86, known for starring in
the original “Tarzan” TV series, has
died, his daughter Kirsten Ely an-
nounced on social media Wednesday.
The former actor reportedly died on
Sept. 29 at one of his daughter’s homes
near Santa Barbara, California, ac-
cording to The New York Times. The
northern Texas-born Ely was known
for roles in shows such as “The Aqua-
nauts” as well as films like “The Night
of the Grizzly.”

Fethullah Gulen, 83, a U.S.-based
cleric who built a powerful Islamic
movement in Turkey and beyond but
spent his later years mired in accusa-
tions of orchestrating an attempted
coup against Turkish leader Tayyip Er-
dogan, died Oct. 13, Herkul, a website
which publishes Gulen’s sermons, said
on its X account. Gulen was a one-time
ally of Erdogan but they fell out spec-
tacularly, and Erdogan held him re-
sponsible for the 2016 attempted coup.
Some 250 people were killed in the bid
to seize power. Gulen denied involve-
ment in the putsch.
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Washington Journal (C-SPAN)

American University professor emer-
itus of communications W. Joseph
Campbell, author of “Lost in a Gallup:
Polling Failure in US Presidential Elec-
tions,” discusses “concerns about poll-
ing accuracy in the final days of cam-
paign 2024.”

This Week with George
Stephanopoulos (ABC)

Interviews with Sen. Lindsey Gra-
ham, R-S.C., Dan Osborn, Nebraska in-
dependent candidate for U.S. Senate,
and entrepreneur Mark Cuban of Busi-
ness Leaders for Harris. ABC News
Washington bureau chief Rick Klein dis-

cusses the results of the latest ABC
News/Ipsos poll. A politics discussion
with former Gov. Chris Christie, R-N.J.,
and former DNC chair Donna Brazile.

Fox News Sunday with Shannon
Bream (FOX)

Interviews with Sen. Marco Rubio, R-
Fla., and Gov. Jared Polis, D-Colo. A po-
litical roundtable with Josh Holmes,
former chief of staff to Sen. Mitch
McConnell and co-host of the “Ruthless
Podcast”; Julia Manchester, national
political reporter at The Hill; Bloomberg
News managing editor for the U.S. econ-
omy and government Mario Parker; and
Fox News senior political analyst Juan
Williams.

State of the Union with Jake
Tapper and Dana Bash (CNN)

Interviews with Republican vice
presidential nominee JD Vance and for-
mer Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., a Harris
campaign supporter. A political round-
table with Rep. Brendan Boyle, D-Pa.;
Republican pollster Kristen Soltis An-
derson; Karen Finney, former senior
spokesperson and adviser for the 2016
Hillary Clinton presidential campaign;
and Scott Jennings, former special as-
sistant to President George W. Bush.

Meet the Press with Kristen
Welker (NBC)

Interviews with Vance and Sen. Ber-

nie Sanders, I-Vt. A political roundtable
with NBC News senior Washington cor-
respondent Hallie Jackson; Jonathan
Martin, senior political columnist at
Politico; Republican strategist Sara Fa-
gen; and MSNBC host Symone Sanders-
Townsend, former chief spokesperson
for Vice President Harris.

Face the Nation with Margaret
Brennan (CBS)

Interviews with Vance, Cheney, Ari-
zona Secretary of State Adrian Fontes,
Secretary of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania Al Schmidt and Anthony
Salvanto, executive director of Elections
and Surveys at CBS News.
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APIA, Samoa – Commonwealth
leaders, ending a weeklong summit in
Samoa, said on Saturday the time had
come for a discussion on whether Brit-
ain should commit to reparations for its
role in the transatlantic slave trade.

Slavery and the threat of climate
change were major themes for repre-
sentatives of the 56 countries in the
group, most with roots in Britain’s em-
pire, at the Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting that began in the
Pacific Islands nation on Monday.

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer,
whose country has long rejected calls
for financial compensation for nations
affected by slavery, said summit dis-
cussions were not “about money.”

On slavery, the leaders said in a joint
statement they had “agreed that the
time has come for a meaningful, truth-
ful and respectful conversation toward
forging a common future based on eq-
uity.”

The push for ex-colonial powers
such as Britain to pay reparations or
make other amends for slavery and its
legacies has gained momentum world-
wide, particularly among the Caribbean
Community and the African Union.

The statement also made reference
to “blackbirding,” a term for people
from places including the Pacific Is-
lands being deceived, coerced or kid-
napped to work on plantations in Aus-
tralia and elsewhere.

Those opposed to reparations say
countries should not be held responsi-
ble for historical wrongs, while those in
support say the legacy of slavery has
led to vast and persistent racial in-
equality.

The joint statement did not mention
what form reparations should take.

Starmer told a news conference the
joint statement did two things: “It notes
calls for discussion and it agrees that
this is the time for a conversation.

“But I should be really clear here, in
the two days we’ve been here, none of
the discussions have been about mon-
ey. Our position is very, very clear in re-

lation to that,” he said.
Professor Kingsley Abbott, director

of the Institute of Commonwealth
Studies at the University of London,
said the statement was a sign of a po-
tentially historic breakthrough on the
issue.

“The commitment to conversations
on reparatory justice wedges open the
door for dialogue, and now the hard
work really begins,” said Abbott, who
attended the summit.

The joint statement also referred to
concern about “the severe conse-
quences of the climate crisis, including
rising temperatures and sea levels.”

In a boost for Pacific Islands such as
Tuvalu under threat from rising seas,
they issued the Commonwealth’s first
Oceans Declaration, affirming that a
nation’s maritime boundaries should
remain fixed even if climate change
causes small island states to be sub-
merged.

Fixing maritime boundaries means
atoll nations can continue to reap the
economic benefit of vast fishing
grounds, even if populations must mi-
grate as dry land area is significantly re-
duced. The declaration bolsters mo-
mentum for international law to recog-
nize the perpetual statehood of sinking
island states.

More than half of the Common-
wealth’s members are small nations,
many of them low-lying islands at risk
from rising sea levels caused by climate
change.

New chief

The Commonwealth members se-
lected Shirley Ayorkor Botchwey as the
group’s new secretary-general. Botch-
wey, a supporter of reparations for
transatlantic slavery and colonialism,
takes over from Britain’s Patricia Scot-
land, who has been in the job since
2016.

King Charles and Queen Camilla,
who both attended the summit, flew
out of Samoa after a visit in which the
monarch acknowledged the Common-
wealth’s “painful” history.

Before leaving, the royal pair attend-
ed a farewell ceremony in heavy rain in
the village of Siumu.

Charles said in a speech to the sum-
mit on Friday that he understood “from
listening to people across the Common-
wealth how the most painful aspects of
our past continue to resonate.”

“It is vital, therefore, that we under-
stand our history, to guide us toward
making the right choices in future,” he
said.
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VATICAN CITY – A major Vatican
summit of global Catholic leaders end-
ed on Saturday with a call for women to
be granted more leadership roles in the
Church but stopped short of calling for
women to be ordained as clergy.

The gathering, which included cardi-
nals, bishops and lay people from more
than 110 countries, also did not take a
stand on inclusion of the LGBTQ+ com-
munity, despite discussion that it might
call on the Church to be more welcom-
ing.

Pope Francis called the monthlong
summit, known as a Synod of Bishops,
to consider the future of the worldwide
Church. It was the second of two gath-
erings, held a year apart, and featured
closed-door discussions among 368
“members” with voting rights, includ-
ing nearly 60 women.

Advocates for greater roles for wom-
en in the Church had hoped the synod
might call for women to serve as dea-
cons. In its final text, the synod did not
move forward on that possibility, but
said “there is no reason or impediment
that should prevent women from carry-

ing out leadership roles in the Church.”
The question of women deacons, the

document said, “remains open” and
“discernment needs to continue.”

The Catholic Church has an all-male
clergy and Pope John Paul II declared it
had no authority to ordain women as
priests. But church historians say there
is evidence that in earlier centuries
women served as deacons – ordained
ministers who, unlike priests, cannot
celebrate the Mass. 

Francis, 87, has previously created
two Vatican commissions to consider
ordaining women as deacons. The issue
is one of 10 subjects in the synod’s dis-
cussions that he has assigned for fur-
ther study to groups that are to report to
him by next June.

The synod’s final document, a 52-
page text approved by the assembly late
Saturday afternoon, also called for lay
Catholics to be given a greater voice in
the selection of bishops, and apolo-
gized several times for the “untold and
ongoing” pain suffered by Catholics
who were abused by clergy.

The text’s 155 paragraphs each re-
quired a two-thirds vote for approval.
The paragraph on women deacons re-
ceived the most no votes, 258-97, but

still passed.

No mention of LGBTQ+ Catholics

The text did not mention the
LGBTQ+ community, though it made a
veiled reference to people in the Church
who “experience the pain of feeling ex-
cluded or judged because of their mar-
ital situation, identity or sexuality.”

Treatment of LGBTQ+ Catholics had
been a hot point of debate in the 2023
synod, with reports that some mem-
bers offered emotional personal testi-
monies in the assembly about family
members who feel excluded from the
Church.

The Rev. James Martin, a prominent
American Jesuit priest who ministers to
the LGBTQ+ community and was a syn-
od member, said it was “not a surprise”
the new text did not specifically men-
tion the group.

“We talk about the pain of those who
feel excluded,” he said of the final text.
“The dialogue around LGBTQ issues
was much easier this year.”

Francis had been expected to issue
his own document responding to the
synod text, but he told the assembly he
was no longer planning to do so.
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