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President Joe Biden speaks to reporters before boarding Air Force One after visiting storm-damaged areas in the wake of
Hurricanes Milton and Helene, at MacDill Air Force Base in Tampa, Fla., on Sunday. ELIZABETH FRANTZ/REUTERS

ST PETE BEACH – After surveying battered
communities and debris-filled streets in Florida,
President Joe Biden vowed on Sunday to continue
supporting the state’s recovery from Hurricane
Milton, the second major storm to pummel the re-
gion in recent weeks. Rising floodwaters, fuel
shortages and power outages are hindering
cleanup efforts after Milton, which made landfall
as a Category 3 hurricane. The devastation was
compounded by the earlier Hurricane Helene. Re-
covery is expected to take a long time with the two
storms hitting within two weeks of each other.

Residents of hard-hit St. Pete Beach are “heart-
broken and exhausted and their expenses are pil-
ing up,” Biden said after touring the barrier island.

A photo album, mattresses, siding, couches
and busted kitchen cabinets were scattered on
roads, some still covered in large patches of sand,
as Biden walked through with emergency re-
sponders. The smell of mold hung in the air.

“Help,” one resident had scrawled across a pile
of destroyed household remnants.

‘THERE’S MUCH
MORE TO DO’

Biden tours Florida’s
storm-hit streets as
Milton debris piles up

A view of damages is seen on the day President Joe
Biden visits storm-damaged areas in the wake of
Hurricanes Milton and Helene, in St. Pete Beach, Fla.,
on Sunday. ELIZABETH FRANTZ/REUTERS

President Joe Biden has approved

federal aid to help residents and local

governments cover expenses and on

Sunday announced $612 million for six

new utility projects in affected

communities. 
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PALMA SOLA, Cuba – Every day, Cu-
ban mother Mayra Ruiz wakes up won-
dering if today might be the day she
hears from her only son, Maiquel Gon-
zalez. 

Gonzalez disappeared without a
trace in December 2022 alongside 28
friends and family who fled for Florida
aboard a homemade boat. They were
frantic to escape the crisis-racked Car-
ibbean island, amid signs the United
States was about to tighten immigration
rules. 

For nearly two years, Ruiz has lived in
limbo, yearning for any sign of her son.

“We haven’t had good news, but we
haven’t had bad news either,” said the
61-year-old, who lives in the city of San-
ta Clara, in central Cuba. “My mother’s

heart tells me he’s alive… but not hear-
ing from him is torture.”

Gonzalez, who would now be 28, was
typical of Cuba’s youth, his mother said:
He loved music and dance, and drove a
motorcycle taxi. But he also dreamed of
a car, and a better home for his mother
and father.

He knew he could never afford the
nearly $5,000 price tag to fly to Nicara-
gua and then journey north to the U.S.
border – the preferred migration route
of many Cubans. So when the opportu-
nity to take a homemade boat across the
Straits of Florida presented itself – for
less than $200 – he jumped at it. 

The price was right. The distance, lit-
tle more than 90 miles, far shorter. But
the risk was incalculable.

The Straits, which bridge the gap be-
tween Cuba and Florida, are plagued by
strong currents, treacherous weather
and shark-infested waters – considered
among the five most dangerous migrant 

Cubans missing on route to US leave void at home
Family members lost in
‘invisible’ shipwrecks
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Marbelia Estrada, 56, who lost a son and a daughter in a homemade migrant boat
somewhere between Cuba and southern Florida, reacts with relatives of people
who went missing on the same boat, at the beach in La Salina, Cuba.
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MEXICO CITY – An Argentine claim
that European contact brought civili-
zation to the Americas has provoked
rebukes from across Latin America,
where heated debates often flare up
over the era’s contested historical lega-
cy. 

Commemorating Christopher Co-
lumbus’ landing in the Americas on
Oct. 12, 1492, the office of Argentina’s
libertarian President Javier Milei post-
ed on social media on Saturday that
the Italian explorer’s arrival intro-

duced enlightenment to
the region.

“It marked the begin-
ning of civilization in
the American conti-
nent,” the post boasted,
accompanied by a video
set to triumphant mu-
sic.

The post argues that Columbus
“opened a new era of progress,” while
many who agreed online pointed to
human sacrifice as practiced by some
native cultures as a clear example of
cruelty European colonizers fought
against.

Columbus’ arrival in the present-
day Bahamas led to centuries of Span-
ish and Portuguese domination of a re-
gion stretching from much of today’s
United States to near Antarctica.

The conquests and subsequent co-
lonial experience have long generated
impassioned debate. Many Latin
American leaders now embrace a more
critical view, acknowledging the abus-
es committed, including massacres,
forced labor and widespread looting.

Columbus, traditionally thought to
have been from Genoa, Italy, was a Se-
phardic Jew from somewhere in West-
ern Europe, Spanish scientists said on
Saturday after a 22-year investigation
using DNA analysis.

The debates about his legacy often
fall along ideological lines, with leftists
especially sensitive to suggestions
that the region’s Indigenous cultures
are inferior.

Mexico’s new leftist leader, Presi-
dent Claudia Sheinbaum, ended a
speech on Saturday outside the na-
tion’s capital with a repudiation of the
view represented by Milei.

“For many years, they told us that
they came from over there to civilize
us. No! There were already great cul-
tures here,” said Sheinbaum, who took 

Columbus
holiday
revives
debate
Historic figure’s legacy
fraught in Americas 
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