
Democrat and Chronicle - 10/13/2024 Page : A13

October 13, 2024 8:57 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Share your
experience
We want to allow
more readers to
submit story ideas
for the 19th Ward

beat. Please complete our survey by
scanning the QR code. In the coming
weeks, we’ll let you know when one
of you suggests a story we write!

Editor’s note: This story suggestion
was submitted by Ernesta Walker.

Everyone wants to feel safe where
they live, but is our perception of
crime in our neighborhoods a reality?

According to the FBI’s Quarterly
Uniform Crime Report, violent crime
in the United States has dropped sig-
nificantly in the first quarter of 2024.
Data from 12,000 law enforcement
agencies represent 77% of the coun-
try’s population. Compared to the
first quarter of 2023, violent crime
rates have dropped by 15%.

The data showed a 26.4% de-
crease in murders, a 17.8% decrease
in robberies, and a 12.5% decrease in
aggravated assaults from January to
March.

Although the data shows a de-
crease in crime across the United
States, the public perception of crime
contradicts its reality. Forty percent
of Americans say they fear walking
alone at night due to crime. The last
time the data reached 40% was in
1993, during one of the worst crime
waves in U.S. history, when 43% said
they would be afraid.

This might explain why we re-
ceived a story tip about crime rates in
the 19th Ward while gathering story
ideas on Hearken.

“Overall, I do feel safe. I don’t think
my safety is in jeopardy,” Christopher
Rush, a 19th Ward resident, said. “I
will say a lot has changed over the
years, and I can see why others do not
feel safe. A better word I would use is
uncomfortable,” Rush continued.
“Between the individuals with men-
tal health challenges, the crowding at
corner stores, and the panhandling,
you do deal with individuals that
might not jeopardize your safety but
are uncomfortable to interact with.”

According to the RPD: Neighbor-
hood Crime History Map, from Janu-
ary 2024 to present in the 19th Ward,
there have been 17 robberies, 39 ag-
gravated assaults, 43 burglaries, 133
larcenies, 88 motor vehicle thefts
and two homicides.

Compared to last year for the same
period, there were 13 robberies, 46
aggravated assaults, 49 burglaries,
211 larcenies, 193 motor vehicle thefts
and four homicides.

Justice Marbury is the 19th Ward
reporter. She loves her energetic pup-
py, Hiro. Contact her on Instagram
@justice_marbury and by email at
jmarbury@gannett.com .
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feel unsafe
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The shiny blue ribbon
meant to symbolize the
opening of Teen Empower-
ment’s new headquarters on
Genesee Street wasn’t quite
long enough for all of those
who showed up. By the time
every single current and for-
mer youth organizer made
their way to the stage for a
ribbon cutting ceremony,
they ran out of gold scissors. 

It didn’t matter. The joy in
the courtyard was electrify-
ing.

The nonprofit’s reach
spans two decades, hun-
dreds of youth across several
generations, and three city
neighborhoods. And with
the opening of a new $4.3
million Barack and Michelle
Obama Teen Empowerment
Center facility in the 19th
Ward, Teen Empowerment
now has a home that finally
reflects its bold past and
hopeful future in Rochester. 

Top: Skyler Johnson, with the Northside Teen Empowerment Center, views in 3-D the
Clarissa Street project that was done a couple years ago by a Teen Empowerment cohort.

TEEN EMPOWERMENT
OPENING SPARKS JOY

Ashley Saint-Hilaire, Jerrard Brown and Kenya Joseph, all with Teen Empowerment, get
help from Dshawna Dupree Singleton of Christa Construction n putting a ribbon on the
front door of the new Barack and Michelle Obama Teen Empowerment Center.
Saint-Hilaire and Joseph are with the Teen Empowerment Boston organization while
Brown is the office and facilities manager for the Rochester organization. PHOTOS BY TINA
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BEHIND THE PHOTO
It is important to try find a way to include

big plays when shooting sports. In this

photo, Aquinas defensive back Trent

Buttles wrestles the ball away from UPrep

receiver Paris Brooken for an interception

on a deep pass Sept. 13. Turnovers are

always a big play and often have a high

impact on the results of a game. JAMIE
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