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A grant will enable Genesee Coun-
try Village & Museum to expand its
programming about the history of
enslavement and Black Americans’
experiences in the Genesee Valley. 

The museum announced Wednes-
day, Sept. 18, that it had received a
$188,841 grant from the Museums for
America, part of the Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services, the pri-
mary source of federal support for
the nation’s libraries and museums. 

The statement said that a multi-
year initiative will focus on the edu-
cational interpretation of four key
buildings in the museum’s 19th-
century Historic Village: the Nathan-
iel Rochester House, Land Office, the
Livingston-Backus House and the
Quaker Meeting House. The museum
will use the money to train its staff
and to work with experts and others
to create in-person interpretations,
exhibits, audio tours and school pro-
grams. 

“We are committed to expanding
the stories we tell to include the full
range of 19th-century Black experi-
ences in our region,” Becky Wehle,
president and CEO of Genesee Coun-
try Village & Museum, said in a state-
ment. “This project will honor the
voices that have been marginalized
and ensure that all visitors see their
histories represented and valued.” 

The buildings at Genesee Country
Village & Museum were moved there
from their original sites.

According to the museum’s web-
site, the Nathaniel Rochester House
was purchased by Col. Nathaniel
Rochester, who moved from Hagers-
town, Maryland, to Dansville in 1810
with his family, 10 enslaved people
and some of his neighbors. “The colo-
nel moved north, he said, ‘to escape
the influence of slavery, to set his
slaves free, and to rear his family in a
free state.’” He later laid out the vil-
lage, now the city, of Rochester.

To learn more about Genesee
Country Village and Museum, go to
gcv.org.
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The Nathaniel Rochester House, in
the Historic Village at Genesee
Country Village & Museum, was
built circa 1797 in Dansville. PROVIDED

BY GENESEE COUNTRY VILLAGE AND MUSEUM

Sometimes giving back can make
you feel good, help someone and be
centered in your day-to-day life.

For one Rochester artist, the urge to
assist people in need has driven him
to a simple, powerful business model.
Adrien Moses Clark gives 10% of all
revenue from his shop Axe of Kind-
ness to charity. He’s a respected tattoo
artist with a studio and visiting tat-
tooers working with him.

Clark has a solid client list and
good reviews. The one-year mark was
huge for his shop.

Clark started the business with
money he’d squirreled away and some
credit lines. The shop is neat and trim,
with sophisticated decor. There’s
room for multiple tattooers to work
and a sitting area for clients.

These are some of the groups that
AOK supports with its efforts:

h Urban League of Rochester
h NAACP
h Willow Domestic Violence Cen-

ter
h March of Dimes
h Bivona Child Advocacy Center
h Save the Children
h Planned Parenthood
h Out Alliance
Bridget Martin, director of devel-

opment at The Child Advocacy Center

of Greater Rochester, said this spring
that working with Clark has been
wonderful. If more businesses in
Rochester were on a mission to help
locally, like Axe of Kindness, it would
transform the situation for centers
like Bivona, she said.

“He is amazing,” she said. “Adrien
is an incredible supporter, because he
truly understands our mission. Not
only does he provide financial sup-
port, he uses his voice to inform oth-
ers of the work we do. ... We could not
ask for a better partner.

“This community is lucky to have
him in it.”

Artist Adrien Clark sits in his former office that was converted to a tattoo room to make space for other artists in his
shop on Alexander street. PHOTOS BY ANDY DOSSETT/DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE
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Adrien Clark’s right-hand displays the City of Rochester logo, and the left is the
state bird of New York, the Eastern Blue Bird.
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REMARKABLE ROCHESTERIANS

Helen Barrett Montgomery (1861-1934)
She became, in 1899, the first woman elected to the Rochester school board and pushed for school
reform when the board was revamped in 1900. She was the first president of the Women’s Educa-
tional and Industrial Union, a communitywide organization formed in the 1890s to safeguard the
interests of Rochester Women. She was also the first woman to be the president of the Northern
Baptist Convention, and she was a tireless fundraiser for Christian missions. With Susan B. Antho-
ny, she advocated for coeducation at the University of Rochester. A native of Ohio, she came to
Rochester as a child so her father, later the pastor of Lake Avenue Baptist Church, could study
theology here. Rochester’s School 50 is named for her.

Submit your story
Share in an
email of 100
words or less a
story of an act
of kindness you
witnessed or
experienced.

Please include your name and a
relevant photo, if possible. Send
these to Tamra Coles at tcoles@
gannett.com with the subject
“Acts of Kindness.”
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