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Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE when tackling your roof!

AfterBefore

New orders only. Does not include material costs. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum 
purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is 
an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction 
Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may 
apply and the offer may not available in your area. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted 
by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded 
messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using 
automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a 
DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy 
Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.
com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at 
eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

LIMITED 

TIME OFFER! 

SAVE!

UP TO

OFF
INSTALLATION
50%

FREE 

ESTIMATE

585-735-0512Expires 10/31/2024

http://leafguard.localconsumer2.info

20% Thicker 
Aluminum

One-Piece 
System

Liquid 
Adhesion

Financing Available

Call Now For Your FREE Estimate!

585.420.6315

75% Off 
Installation*

Receive a $25 Visa card 
with your FREE 

 in-home estimate**

Offer ends 9/30/2024

*Does not include cost of material. Offer ends 9/30/2024. **All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 Visa card. Retail value is $25. 
Offer sponsored by Leafguard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If 
married or involved with a life partner, both cohabiting persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The 
following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation 
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if 
it deems it necessary. Visa card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion 
or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 9/30/24.

SCAN ME FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

Don’t Leaf it to Him  
to turn your home into  

the Nut House!
LeafGuard has been 
awarded the Good 

Housekeeping  
Seal of Approval for  
16 straight years.

• No Pest Parties
• No Clogging 
• No Cleaning 
•  No Water 

Damage
•  No Ladder 

Accidents

F
or nearly 100 years, Confederate Gen.

Robert E. Lee’s 10,000-pound

monument rode high over the city of

Charlottesville, Virginia. Now, it’s been

melted into bronze slabs and another memorial in

town has risen to national prominence. h It’s on

the University of Virginia campus, titled the

Memorial to Enslaved Laborers. It stands as the

antithesis to the Confederacy, honoring the

slaves forced to work at the university in the

1800s as carpenters, blacksmiths, roofers, stone

carvers and other back-breaking trades.

“All these men, women and children lived with dignity,
resisted oppression and aspired for freedom. For more
than four decades, the entire University was a site of en-
slavement,” according to the university President’s Com-
mission on Slavery. 

“Now, we’re confronting our past, uncovering new
knowledge and using that knowledge to teach, heal and
shape the future.”

That same monumental transformation in thinking is
playing out in dozens of states across the nation, as com-
munities from Alabama to Alaska rethink who the true
heroes were from their pasts. 

TOP: The African American Veterans
Monument in Buffalo honors Black
service members who served during
both war and peacetime. Families
have purchased commemorative
bricks at the site to honor their loved
ones. PROVIDED BY ROBIN HODGES

Monumental
growth
Tributes to Black history are
replacing Confederate statues
and reclaiming public space
Krystal Nurse USA TODAY

See MONUMENTS, Page 7A

ABOVE: Artist Lava Thomas provided
the digital rendering of Maya Angelou
that’s expected to be unveiled in San
Francisco outside of the city’s public
library. PROVIDED BY LAVA THOMAS

“All these men, women and

children lived with dignity,

resisted oppression and

aspired for freedom. For

more than four decades, the

entire University was a site

of enslavement. Now, we’re

confronting our past,

uncovering new knowledge

and using that knowledge

to teach, heal and shape the

future.”
University of Virginia President’s
Commission on Slavery

Have you ever missed out on an op-
portunity because of factors you can-
not change? Many single parents look-
ing to advance their careers face this
reality. Over 1 in 3 single New York par-
ents miss out on careers due to inflex-
ible interview times. 

Careerminds, a global outplace-
ment and career development firm, re-
cently highlighted this issue by survey-
ing 3,000 single parents. It found 39%
of single parents in New York have had
to decline promising career opportuni-
ties because companies wouldn’t ac-
commodate interview times — just be-
low the national average of 44%.

The survey also delved into the ob-
stacles single parents face, with child
care emerging as the primary barrier to
attending interviews, cited by 68% of
respondents. School pickups, drop-
offs, and after-school activities each
accounted for 16% of missed opportu-
nities.

NY single
parents
miss career
chances 
39% cite inflexible
job interview times 

Justice Marbury
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SINGLE PARENTS, Page 7A

COLUMBUS, Ohio – Abercrombie &
Fitch of the 1990s and early 2000s was
sexy, cool and expensive. And it was
everything Mercedes Wallace wasn’t.

Wallace grew up in a suburb of
Youngstown, Ohio, during the early
2000s. Her family relied on welfare
and mostly shopped for clothes at sec-
ondhand stores. It wasn’t something
Wallace said she really noticed until
middle school.

“It was one of the first times I real-
ized I was different,” said Wallace, now
30 and living in Columbus, Ohio.

Abercrombie
fashions in
resurgence
Sheridan Hendrix
Columbus Dispatch

USA TODAY NETWORK

See ABERCROMBIE, Page 4A
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Find us on Facebook:
EmpireMeatsRochester

Only while supplies last. We accept EBT 
debit and credit cards. Restaurants welcome.

SPECIALS VALID 9/1-9/7. WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

626 W. MAIN ST., ROCHESTER • 235-6328
Mon-Sat 9:00-5:30 & Sun 9:00-2:00

1337 GOODMAN ST. N • 491-6111
Mon-Sat 9:00-5:30 & Sun 9:00-2:00

1356 LYELL AVE. (CORNER OF MT. READ & LYELL) • 978-7955
Mon-Sat 9:00-5:30 & CLOSED SUNDAY

DC
-3
97

42
20

4

79$799/LB.

USDA SELECT WHOLE 
NY STRIP LOINS

no charge for cutting

/EA.

5 LB BAG SPICY BREADED 
CHICKEN PATTIES

buy 1 get 1 free

$199
BEEF SPARE RIBS

/LB.

$999
 WHOLE BONELESS 

RIBEYES

no charge for cutting

/LB.

$999
4 LB BAG IQF 

CHICKEN WINGS

frozen
/EA.

FRESH GROUND 
BEEF

$299/LB.
10 lb or more

$1499
Call Today For Your FREE In-Home Quote!

THIS MONTH ONLY

†Offer ends September 30, 2024. Participating dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; Nassau 
Cty, Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty, or City of Buffalo, NY. $1,000 off average price of KOHLER 
walk-in bath. Dealer sets all prices and is responsible for full amount of discount. Cannot be 
combined with any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for financing details.

INSTALLATION ALWAYS INCLUDED 

NO INTEREST
FOR 12 MONTHS†  

Your KOHLER Walk-In Bath
$1,000 OFF

+

(585) 672-3226
KohlerWalkInBath.com/performance Scan for 

more information.

When asked what they need most,
single parents in New York overwhelm-
ingly pointed to flexibility. Specifically,
40% said flexible scheduling would
help, while 20% favored virtual inter-
views to eliminate the need for childcare
or travel.

On-site child care was another pop-
ular suggestion, with 31% seeing it as a
potential solution.

The research also revealed other
critical insights.

h Two-thirds of single parents have
considered not applying for jobs due to
anticipated scheduling conflicts, and
the same proportion has had to scram-
ble for last-minute child care to attend
an interview.

h 34% were offered an alternative so-
lution or accommodation when single
parents had to forfeit an interview.

h 88% of respondents believe that
single mothers in managerial roles face
more significant challenges than their
male counterparts.

h 51% think companies are more in-
clined to accommodate single mothers
in higher positions than those in lower
roles.

The survey’s findings suggest that
the job market needs to be flexible or in-
novative to accommodate single par-
ents.

“It’s clear that the job market still has
a long way to go in accommodating the
unique needs of single parents,” Ray-
mond Lee of Careerminds said. “While
some industries are making strides,
there’s a pressing need for more flexible,
understanding approaches across the
board.”

Justice Marbury is the 19th Ward re-
porter. She loves her energetic puppy,
Hiro. Contact her on Instagram @jus-
tice_marbury and by email at jmarbu-
ry@gannett.com .

Single parents
Continued from Page 1A

The result is memorials and renam-
ing of historic places that pay homage to
honorees who, not so long ago, would
have been seen by some community
leaders as too obscure or too underprivi-
leged to merit such recognition.

Still, there is some resistance.
Arkansas is one of many Southern

states that have passed historic preser-
vation laws to strip local leaders of the
power to take down Confederate monu-
ments in their communities. Bills in for-
mer Confederate states such as Texas
and Florida were introduced in Repub-
lican-controlled legislatures in 2023.
Similar bills are appearing in states that
were not part of the Confederacy, in-
cluding New York and Pennsylvania.

The monuments honoring states’
first Black politicians, veterans or other
Black pioneers, are popping up across
the country. Significant statues stand
tall in Wisconsin, Virginia, Mississippi
and Oregon, praising Black people for
their accomplishments and how they’ve
helped shape American history.

“It’s honoring the extraordinary and
the ordinary or the extraordinary and
the every day,” said Salamishah Tillet, a
professor of creative writing and Africa-
na studies at Rutgers University-New-
ark.

Sojourner Truth, born into slavery,
was an American abolitionist and activ-
ist for African American civil rights in
the 1800s. Along with a memorial in Ak-
ron, Ohio, she is also the first African
American woman to have a statue in the
U.S. Capitol building.

“It is exciting to see local visionaries
are being celebrated for the role that
they have supported in their local com-
munity,” said Brent Leggs, executive di-
rector of the African American Cultural
Heritage Fund, after seeing Truth me-
morialized in Akron, Ohio.

‘Cultural renaissance’ across US

The new monuments signify more of
a democratic process in determining
who gets honored, with more opinions
invited throughout a community on
who should receive a statue, plaque, or
other honor. For instance, at the Univer-
sity of Virginia, American studies and
history Professor Kirt von Daacke said
the university had dozens of students,

staff and others in the community in-
volved in creating the enslaved laborers
memorial. 

“So the end product is a beautiful
work of art that speaks to the lives of the
enslaved and honors their histories,” he
said.

Leggs said the monuments sprouting
up across the U.S. put the country into a
“cultural renaissance” empowering lo-
cals to tell stories of their neighbors
through art and “memorialization that
we will ... create a new commemorative
landscape that centers Blackness at the
core of American democracy.” 

In Madison, Wisconsin, officials un-
veiled the statue of Velvalea “Vel” Phil-
lips, created by Radcliffe Bailey, in July
on Capitol grounds. Phillips achieved
many firsts as a Black woman in the
state. She died in 2018 at 95.

Michael Johnson, president and CEO
of the Boys and Girls Clubs of Dane
County, said the statue came out of a
conversation with activists requesting
he use his influence to build representa-
tion at the state capitol.

In Rutland, Vermont, a stone statue
sits in the city’s downtown area of Ernie
and Willa Royal. 

Ernie Royal is credited for being the
state’s first Black restaurant owner and
the first Black board member of the Na-
tional Restaurant Association. The stat-
ue has stood there since May. The inter-
active life-sized sculpture features Wil-
la arranging flowers at a table and Ernie
working with younger staffers in the
restaurant.

Ernie, who died in 1994 at 76, left his
estate to support a scholarship for Black
students at the Culinary Institute of
America. His restaurant, Royal’s
Hearthside, operated from 1963 to his
death.

Steve Costello, who helped fund the
sculpture with his wife Jane and other
locals, said the idea began as a way to
build a trail with sculptures, but not “the
typical sculptures the U.S. has produced
of a bunch of old white guys like me,” he
said. The group researched and learned
about Ernie and his restaurant.

“The sculpture really, for me, cap-
tures exactly who they were and what
they were in the community,” Costello
said. “They were people who drew the
community together for big events, for
important dinners, for important meals,
for the times that you want to remem-

ber.”
In Buffalo, New York, the African

American Veterans Monument, honor-
ing Black service members, sits at the
Buffalo and Erie County Naval and Mil-
itary Park. The monument has 12 cylin-
drical pillars that illuminate at night and
represent 12 wars and the peacetime be-
tween them.

Robin Hodges, chief of operations for
the monument, said the project started
in 2012 with a group of about five Black
residents who wanted to honor those
service members. 

In San Francisco, poet Maya Angelou
will be immortalized at the city’s main
library by artist Lava Thomas. Angelou
was known for her autobiography “I
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings” and
the anthology “And Still I Rise.” Thomas
said that creating Angelou’s sculpture is
powerful to her as a Black woman; An-
gelou has been a “shero” to her since An-
gelou’s autobiography.

‘Better informed’ American history

Opponents say that removing Con-
federate monuments is tantamount to
erasing history, with some Southern
states passing laws to stop their remov-
al. 

One example is in Fort Smith, Arkan-
sas, where for over a century, a life-size
statue of a Confederate soldier has
stood atop a towering monument.

The city administrator had consid-
ered removing the monument for years.
Then the murder of George Floyd in
Minneapolis in 2020 ignited a national
conversation about Confederate monu-
ments and sparked new calls to take it
down. 

But before local leaders could decide
its fate, the Arkansas Legislature re-
voked their power.

Future monuments are going to be
more involved and likely created with
intentions to be moved elsewhere, Sa-
lamishah and Scheherazade Tillet said.

They see the current rising number of
Black monuments trickling down to
other racial and ethnic groups to better
represent not only the country in gener-
al but also the atrocities and achieve-
ments of the past. 

And then, there are memorials to just
regular people.

“The people who are being presented
are just reflective of America as it’s al-
ways been,” Salamishah Tillet said. 

Contributing: Abhinav S. Krishnan,
USA TODAY

Monuments
Continued from Page 1A

Al Wakefield, left, and Gerry Fernandez visit the Ernie and Willa Royal statue in
Rutland, Vt. The stone statue is an interactive piece in the town’s downtown area
honoring Ernie Royal, the state’s first Black restaurant owner and the first Black
board member of the National Restaurant Association. PROVIDED BY STEVE COSTELLO


