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A Rochester police investigator ac-
cused of unlawfully arresting an EMT
will be allowed to retire with his pen-
sion next year, despite an internal in-
vestigation that called for his termina-
tion.

Rochester Police Chief David Smith
said he accepted the officer’s resigna-
tion after an outside arbitrator re-
viewed the case and recommended
lesser discipline. As part of an alterna-
tive disciplinary agreement, Investi-
gator Charles LoTempio will remain on
paid suspension until March 2025 –
when he reaches 20 years with the de-
partment – and then will retire. His po-
lice certification will be revoked and he
will relinquish all rights to an appeal or
grievance. 

Rochester police investigator
arrested EMT unloading a patient
at Strong Memorial Hospital

LoTempio was put on paid suspen-
sion in July 2022 after he forcefully
handcuffed an EMT inside the emer-
gency room at Strong Memorial Hospi-
tal. LoTempio said the EMT, Lekia
Smith, swiped the side of his un-
marked patrol car with the door of her
ambulance when unloading a patient
in the parking lot.

He asked the medic for her identifi-
cation, but she insisted on bringing the
patient inside first. The police investi-
gator followed her into the emergency
room, pushed her against a desk and
handcuffed her. Smith was later re-
leased. 

The police chief called for an inves-
tigation into the arrest, saying it was
“obvious that Investigator LoTempio’s
actions were not in line with my expec-
tations.”

Officer will
retire after
incident
with EMT
But police probe called
for investigator’s firing

Kayla Canne
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See LOTEMPIO, Page 6A

T
he stories shared at a memorial service for homicide victims

Wednesday were all too familiar to the crowd that gathered

downtown despite the drizzly, gray Rochester skies. h “Days like

this...,” Wanda Ridgeway started to say before trailing off in her

thoughts. h “It’s hard,” someone from the crowd responded. “It’s hard.”

h Sept. 25 is the National Day of Remembrance for Murder Victims each

year – or, as some put it that night, a chance for members of this wretched

“club of hurt” to gather in their shared grief.

Rochester remembers those lost to
gun violence 

Sage burned in the early evening air
around the Liberty Pole, an attempt at
cleansing and healing. Families — mostly
mothers, aunts, sisters and female cous-
ins – reclaimed the names of loved ones
lost to gun violence. The stories shared
were all too familiar. 

Danita Forney spoke of her son Da’M-
arri Shaw.

NATIONAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE FOR MURDER VICTIMS

Volunteers
with ROC the
Peace read
hundreds of
names during
a National Day
of
Remembrance
for Murder
Victims
ceremony on
Wednesday.
PHOTOS BY KAYLA
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ROCHESTER

DEMOCRAT AND

CHRONICLE

‘CLUB OF HURT’
REMEMBERS

Families of gun violence share loss, hope
Kayla Canne Rochester Democrat and Chronicle | USA TODAY NETWORK

Danita Forney
clutches a
photo of her
son, Da'Marri
Shaw, as she
talks about
the boy.
Da'Marri was
killed 16 years
ago when he
was 15 years
old. See REMEMBRANCE, Page 4A

ST. MARKS, Fla. – Dawn broke Friday
morning over the battered and sodden
Big Bend region of Florida after Helene
roared ashore as a Category 4 hurricane
overnight, the first to do so in the region
since records began in 1851.

The sharp smell of pine filled the air,
an artifact of the hundreds of snapped
trees lining roads between St. Marks
and Perry. Emergency workers flooded

into the area, weaving around downed
trees along U.S Highway 98 as sheriffs’
deputies limited access and patrolled
for possible looting. 

By then, Helene was barreling
through Georgia, causing life-threaten-
ing flooding in Atlanta and the Carolinas
and knocking out power for 3.5 million
people from Florida into Virginia.

Helene made landfall at about 11:10
p.m. Thursday near Perry, Florida, with
140-mph winds. It is tied as the 14th
most powerful hurricane to hit the U.S.
since records have been kept and the
seventh most powerful to slam into
Florida, according to National Hurri-
cane Center data.

Helene hits Florida and Georgia with deadly force
Millions without power;
rescues continue amid
widespread flooding
Thao Nguyen, Christopher Cann and
Trevor Hughes
USA TODAY

Cleanup efforts get underway Friday after Hurricane Helene tore through Fort
Myers Beach, Fla. ANDREW WEST/THE NEWS-PRESSSee HELENE, Page 6A
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She hit a gut-wrenching milestone
last year: Her son has now been gone
longer than he was alive. Da’Marri was
killed 16 years ago when he was just 15
years old. Forney has a large photo of
him on her bedroom wall. She looks at it
every day and thinks of an alternate re-
ality where he would come home safe –
or at least a world in which she got to say
goodbye. 

Vicki Lamar lost her son Mark Smith
three years ago.

His girlfriend was pregnant at the
time and gave birth to a boy Mark has
never met. Lamar’s grandson is now
starting to ask questions: Father’s Day
passes without a dad to celebrate and
on the boy’s birthday, his dad isn’t there.

Lamar said she brings him to this

spot, the Liberty Pole, under the twin-
kling lights crawling upward. “Look up
at the sky,” she tells him, “because your
Daddy is right there.”

Christina Morris’ grief is more raw:
Her cousin Phylicia Council was killed
in the mass shooting at Maplewood
Park two months ago.

Morris said she can’t move past the
resentment that Phylicia died alone.
The family thought she was on a path to
recovery and was in the hospital park-
ing lot when they heard she was gone.
“We would have been there,” Morris
said. “To let her know and comfort her.”
Phylicia’s mother Stephanie Dinkens
held a small tealight candle as the crowd
said her daughter’s name: Forever Phe.

Sirena Cotton, who organizes the an-
nual ceremony through her organiza-
tion, ROC the Peace, said she tries to
create a space where families can live in
their grief without any expectations.
There is nothing you can say to someone

who has lost a loved one to help them
feel better.

The ceremony allows that grief to be
loud and messy in the everlasting
search for peace. 

Rochester’s promise: ‘We’re not
staying in this violence anymore’

On Thursday, Mayor Malik Evans an-
nounced some reprieve from this plight:
Gun violence continues to fall in Roch-
ester. Shootings are down more than
50% compared to the peak violence
seen during the pandemic and continue
to lag last year’s totals. 

“On a human scale that decline can-
not be underestimated,” Evans said.
“That’s more than 200 people who did
not experience the trauma of gun vio-
lence; 200 families who did not experi-
ence the trauma of losing a loved one to
gun violence or supporting a loved one
whose life has been permanently al-

tered by gun violence.”
Isaiah Santiago, a city school com-

missioner, sees a future with more pro-
gress. 

“There’s a promise on Rochester, and
that’s not violence. That’s not poverty.
That’s not undereducation of our stu-
dents,” Santiago told the families gath-
ered at the ceremony Wednesday. “We
need (someone) to stand up and say
we’re not staying in this slavery any-
more. We’re not staying in this violence
anymore.”

A call for freedom under the Liberty
Pole.

– Kayla Canne covers community
safety for the Democrat and Chronicle,
with a focus on police accountability,
government surveillance and how indi-
viduals are impacted by violence. Fol-
low her on Twitter @kaylacanne and
@bykaylacanne on Instagram. Get in
touch at kcanne@gannett.com.

Remembrance
Continued from Page 1A

bacteria is most likely to sicken people
who are pregnant and newborns, adults
aged 65 and older and people with
weakened immune systems, the CDC
said.

Symptoms can include fever, flu-like
symptoms, headache, stiff neck, confu-
sion, loss of balance, seizures, diarrhea
and vomiting.

h People who are not pregnant usu-
ally have a fever, muscle aches, and
tiredness. They may also get a head-
ache, stiff neck, confusion, loss of bal-
ance, or seizures.

h Pregnant people usually have fe-
ver, muscle aches, and tiredness. How-
ever, listeria can cause pregnancy loss
or premature birth and cause serious ill-
ness or death in newborns.

Symptoms of severe illness usually
start 1-4 weeks after eating listeria-con-
taminated food but could start as early
as the same day or as late as 70 days af-
ter, according to the CDC.

Emily Barnes reports on consumer-
related issues for the USA TODAY Net-
work’s NY-Connect Team, focusing on
scam and recall-related topics. Follow
her on Twitter and Instagram @byemi-
lybarnes. Get in touch at ebarnes@gan-
nett.com.

A second New York resident has died
in connection with the ongoing multi-
state listeria outbreak linked to Boar’s
Head deli meats, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention
on Wednesday.

As of Wednesday, 59 people have
been infected with the outbreak strain
of listeria across 19 states and all 
have been hospitalized. New York has
reported the most cases of any state – 17
– since the CDC’s investigation began
on July 19. But the number of illness re-
ports have started to decrease, the CDC
says.

Eight other deaths have been report-
ed in addition to the two in New York –
one each in Illinois, New Jersey, Vir-
ginia, Florida, Tennessee and New Mex-
ico and two in South Carolina.

Here’s what to know:

How many listeria cases reported
in NY

New York state continues to have the
highest number of cases with 17, accord-

ing to the CDC. Here’s where the cases
have been reported in New York, ac-
cording to the New York State Depart-
ment of Health:

h New York City: 8
h Suffolk County: 2
h Nassau County: 2
h Dutchess County: 1
h Cayuga County: 1
h Greene County: 1
h Onondaga County: 1
h Oswego County: 1

Class action lawsuit filed in NY
over recalled products

A class action lawsuit against Boar’s
Head was filed in the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of New
York on Aug. 1, claiming Boar’s Head
Provisions Co. Inc. “has improperly, de-
ceptively, and misleadingly labeled and
marketed its products ... by not omitting
and disclosing to consumers on its
packaging that the products are con-
taminated with Listeria monocyto-
genes.”

The plaintiff, Queens County resi-
dent Rita Torres, alleges that she pur-
chased one of the recalled products –
Boar’s Head Ham – at a Shop Rite Store

in Queens County and that she and oth-
er “reasonable customers” would not
have done so had the company properly
warned consumers about possible bac-
terial contamination.

What to do if you’ve purchased
the recalled products

You should not eat the recalled deli
products, the CDC says, and throw
them away or contact the place of pur-
chase about returns. Here are some ad-
ditional tips from the CDC:

h People who are at higher risk for
getting sick with listeria should always
avoid eating meats sliced at deli
counters, unless heated to an internal
temperature of 165°F or until steaming
hot just before serving.

h Clean your refrigerator, contain-
ers, and surfaces that may have come
in contact with sliced deli meats.

h If you have listeria symptoms and
recently ate deli meat, call your health-
care provider.

What symptoms you should look
out for

Listeria symptoms can vary but the

2nd NY death tied to Boar’s Head listeria outbreak
Emily Barnes
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK


