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Firearms were the leading cause of
death for children and teenagers in the
U.S. for the third consecutive year, with
homicides accounting for the majority
of gun deaths among the age group, a
new report found.

The report – published Thursday by
the Johns Hopkins Center for Gun Vio-
lence Solutions – analyzed the latest da-
ta on gun violence from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, which
revealed that more than 48,000 people
across the country died from gun vio-
lence in 2022. Of those deaths, over
2,500 children and teens between the
ages of 1 and 17 died by a fi�rearm.

“In the U.S., gun death rates in this
age group have increased by 106 percent
since 2013 and have been the leading
cause of death among this group since
2020,” the Johns Hopkins Center for
Gun Violence Solutions said in a news
release.

The report underscores the rapid in-
crease of gun violence in the U.S. in re-
cent years and its impact on youths.
Health offi�cials, including Surgeon Gen-
eral Vivek Murthy, have called gun vio-
lence a “public health crisis” that is the
leading cause of premature death for
Americans.

“Gun death rates doubled from 2013
to 2022 for children and teens (ages 1–
17),” according to the report. “In 2022,
nearly three times as many teens (ages
10–17) died by gun homicide compared
to 2013, increasing from 541 in 2013 to
1,486 in 2022.”

The number of gun-related deaths
among the age group surpassed the
number of deaths tied to car crashes,
overdoses, and cancers, the report said.
It noted that an average of seven young
people died each day due to gun vio-
lence and fi�rearms accounted for 30% of
deaths that occurred among older teens
between the ages of 15 and 17.

The rate of fi�rearm-related deaths
“reached a near three-decade high in
2021,” an advisory on gun violence is-
sued by Murthy in June said. There were

48,830 gun-related deaths in the U.S. in
2021, according to the CDC. 

The second-highest total of gun
deaths ever recorded was in 2022, when
48,204 people died from gun-related in-
juries, the report noted. It added that
those deaths included more than 27,000
suicides – marking an all-time high for
the country.

The high death toll shows that “trou-
bling trends” still persist among vulner-
able demographic groups, including
growing disparities across diff�erent ra-
cial and ethnic groups such as Black and
Latino youths, according to the report.

h In 2022, Black youths between 1
and 17 years old had a gun homicide rate
18 times higher compared with white
youths. And the rate for Hispanic/La-
tino children and teens was over three
times higher than white youths.

h Gun suicide rates have increased
over the past decade, tripling among
Black youths between the ages 10 and 17
and more than doubling for Hispanic/
Latino youths ages 10 to 17.

h Fifty-fi�ve percent of deaths among
older Black teens between 15 and 17 in
2022 were caused by guns.

h Across all age groups, American In-
dian/Alaskan Native people were fi�ve

times more likely to die by gun homicide
compared with white people in the
same age group.

Incidents in U.S. schools

The U.S. has already seen 389 mass
shootings in 2024, according to the Gun
Violence Archive, a nonprofi�t that de-
fi�nes mass shootings as incidents in-
volving four or more victims. And so far
this year, there have been 28 school
shootings that resulted in injuries or
deaths, according to data compiled by

Education Week, a news organization
that covers K-12 education.

A study released last month by the
nonprofi�t Everytown for Gun Safety
found that there was a 31% increase in
school shootings during the last aca-
demic year compared to the previous
year. Following the 2021-2022 school
year, which had the highest number of
gun violence incidents on campuses,
Everytown tracked at least 144 incidents
of gun violence on campuses during the
2023-24 school year.

“Nearly four in 10 of those shot in
these school incidents were students,”
Everytown said in the study.

Policy recommendations

Recent gun violence incidents, in-
cluding the Sept. 4 shooting in which a
14-year-old opened fi�re at a Georgia high
school and killed two teachers and two
students, have renewed debates on gun
violence and calls for stricter gun laws.

The Johns Hopkins Center for Gun
Violence Solutions report provided sev-
eral policy recommendations to address
the gun violence crisis among youths,
including strengthening and adopting
Child Access Prevention laws. 

“More than half of all U.S. gun owners
do not practice safe fi�rearm storage,” the
report noted. “In fact, 4.6 million minors
in the U.S. live in homes with at least
one gun that is loaded and unlocked, ex-
posing children to fi�rearms and increas-
ing the risk of gun violence among chil-
dren and youth.”

Other recommendations given were
fi�rearm licensing laws with background
checks and required safety training; re-
moving fi�rearms from those at risk of vi-
olence to themselves or others; imple-
menting community violence interven-
tion programs; regulating where fi�re-
arms can be carried in public; and
repealing “stand your ground” laws.

“The research is clear – these policies
can help reduce rates of gun violence,
including the record-high rates we’re
seeing among our nation’s youngest and
most vulnerable,” Cassandra Crifasi, re-
port co-author and co-director of the
Johns Hopkins Center for Gun Violence
Solutions, said in a statement.

Contributing: Kayla Jimenez, USA
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Guns still leading cause of death for youths
Report: Rates in US have
risen 106% since 2013
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There were 48,830 gun-related deaths in the U.S. in 2021, according to the CDC.
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The group that successfully con-
vinced the U.S. Supreme Court to bar
the consideration of race in college ad-
missions is set to take the U.S. Naval
Academy to trial on Monday in a chal-
lenge to an exemption that has allowed
military academies to continue to em-
ploy affi�rmative action policies. 

The two-week trial before a federal
judge in Baltimore is the fi�rst to result
from a pair of lawsuits fi�led last year
against the Annapolis, Maryland-
based school and the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point by Students for
Fair Admissions, a group founded by
affi�rmative action foe Edward Blum.

His group is attempting to build on
its June 2023 victory at the U.S. Su-
preme Court, when the court’s 6-3 con-
servative majority banned policies
used by colleges and universities for
decades to increase the number of
Black, Hispanic and other minority stu-
dents on American campuses.

That ruling invalidated race-con-
scious admissions policies used by
Harvard and the University of North
Carolina, both of which have recently
reported a decline in enrollment by
Black students following the decision.

UNC also saw a drop off� in Hispanic
enrollment. The overall impact of the
decision is still not fully clear, and
some schools have reported little
change in their Black and Hispanic stu-
dent populations.

While the Supreme Court’s ruling af-
fected much of U.S. higher education, it
explicitly did not address the consider-
ation of race as a factor in admissions at
military academies, which conserva-
tive Chief Justice John Roberts said
had “potentially distinct interests.”

Blum’s group is arguing that the Su-
preme Court’s ruling should be extend-
ed to those military academies, whose
policies it claims are discriminatory
and violate the principle of equal pro-
tection in the U.S. Constitution’s Fifth
Amendment.

Democratic President Joe Biden’s
administration in court papers has ar-
gued that the military has a legitimate

need to consider race in admissions to
foster a future generation of diverse of-
fi�cers to lead to an increasingly diverse
fi�ghting force.

Baltimore-based U.S. District Judge
Richard Bennett, an appointee of Re-
publican former President George W.
Bush who served over two decades
years in the U.S. Army Reserve and the
Maryland National Guard, will preside
over the trial.

At a December hearing, he rejected a
pre-trial bid by SFFA to bar the Naval
Academy from considering race.

He told a lawyer for SFFA that the ra-
cial desegregation of the military in
1948 “didn’t solve all the problems” and
that the Naval Academy lawsuit con-
cerned diff�erent issues than those be-
fore the Supreme Court in the college
cases.

Racial strife in the armed forces dur-
ing the Vietnam War led senior military
leaders to recognize that a scarcity of
minority offi�cers had created distrust
within the force and undermined mis-
sion readiness, the Justice Department
has said in court fi�lings in the case.

It said there remains a need to en-
sure the Naval Academy, a training
ground for future military leaders, has a
diverse pipeline of students, noting the
racial gap that still exists between ser-
vice members and the offi�cer corps.

Affi�rmative action at issue
in US Naval Academy trial
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An affirmative action group argues
that the U.S. Naval Academy is
unlawfully engaged in “racial
balancing” to achieve a desired make
up of the school’s annual classes.
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TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – Facing a fed-
eral lawsuit with accusations of uncon-
stitutional censorship, a Florida school
board has agreed to place books it
banned back on library shelves as part
of an out-of-court settlement.

In total, 36 books will be returned in
the Nassau County School District, ac-
cording to a settlement agreement
signed Wednesday. They range from
classics like “Beloved” by Toni Morri-
son and “The Kite Runner” by Khaled
Hosseini to a children’s picture book
about a same-sex penguin pair.

“The settlement is a watershed mo-
ment in the ongoing battle against book
censorship in our country,” said Lauren
Zimmerman, an attorney at law fi�rm
Selendy Gay, which is representing
those suing. “Students once again have
access to books from well-known and
highly lauded authors representing a
broad range of viewpoints and ideas.”

School offi�cials in Florida’s north-
eastern-most county got hit with the
lawsuit in July. Authors of the penguin
book, “And Tango Makes Three,” as well
as some students and their parents,
said they brought the suit forward to
“vindicate their First Amendment
rights.”

Written by Peter Parnell and Justin
Richardson, “And Tango Makes Three”
details the true story of a same-sex
penguin pair at a New York City zoo.
The children’s picture book and 35 oth-
er titles were either removed or restrict-
ed by school district offi�cials following
“informal requests” from a local con-
servative group, according to the law-
suit.

As part of the agreement, the school
board said there was no obscene ma-
terial in “And Tango Makes Three,” and
that it was appropriate for all ages and
had pedagogical value. It’s being re-
turned to libraries with no age restric-
tions.

That admission is especially notable
because Parnell and Richardson have
been in a legal battle for more than a
year with a diff�erent school board that
removed their book. 

Some of the challenged books are
being placed back with added restric-
tions. Twelve books, including “The
Kite Runner” and “Beloved,” must be
checked out by those who are at least 18
years old or have a parent’s permission.

Under the settlement terms, those 12
books will also go through a formal dis-
trict review process. The plaintiff�s also
viewed this as a win, since they had ac-
cused the school offi�cials of making the
book decisions behind doors, violating
the state constitution.

The head of the conservative group
that contested the books said in an
email that he was “very disappointed”
by the decision.

Jack Knocke, the executive director
of Nassau County’s chapter of Citizens
Defending Freedom, said “many” of the
books “clearly violate Florida Laws that
protect children in schools.”

The plaintiff�s called Citizens De-
fending Freedom “an anti-LGBTQIA+
advocacy group.” Knocke has previous-
ly denied that, saying it was an attempt
to “vilify us for trying to protect chil-
dren.”

A multitude of other lawsuits have
been fi�led in Florida over book removals
and related policies. The parties in the
Nassau County case are requesting the
U.S. District Court for the Middle Dis-
trict of Florida to keep jurisdiction over
it until the completion of the settle-
ment’s terms.

This reporting content is supported
by a partnership with Freedom Forum
and Journalism Funding Partners.
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