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When can you see the
lunar eclipse in Rochester? 

The partial eclipse will begin at 10:12
p.m. in Rochester, according to ti-
meanddate.com. The maximum ex-
tent of the eclipse, which will cover
only a bit of the top of the moon’s vis-
ible disc, arrives at 10:44 p.m. and the
partial eclipse ends by 11:15 p.m. 

What do I need to do
to see the partial lunar eclipse? 

Unlike the solar eclipse, there’s no
need for protective eyewear or other
precautions to see the lunar eclipse.
Simply locate the moon in the night
sky if there aren’t clouds and you’re
ready to view the partial eclipse. Grab
a pair of binoculars or a telescope for a
better view. And note the bright spot
closest to the moon – that’s Saturn. 

What is a supermoon?

When the moon’s orbit is closest at
the same time the moon is full, it’s a
supermoon, according to NASA. This
closest orbit, known as the perigee,
makes the full moon appear slightly
brighter and larger. The moon’s ellipti-
cal orbit varies from its near point to
Earth (226,000 miles) to its furthest,
or apogee, at 253,000 miles. 

What is September’s full moon
known as?

September’s full moon is the Har-
vest Moon, known as such due to its
occurrence in the same month as peak
harvest time in the Northern Hemi-
sphere.

– Steve Howe reports on weather,
climate and the Great Lakes for the
Democrat and Chronicle. An RIT grad-
uate, he has covered myriad topics
over the years, including public safety,
local government, national politics
and economic development in New
York and Utah.
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A woman and her son have been ac-
cused of concealing the corpse of her
boyfriend in the basement of a Roch-
ester home for months, according to
Rochester police.

Rochester police last year found the
body of Kenneth Crisman, 66, of Roch-
ester in the basement of his home at
128 Bryan St., said Capt. Greg Bello of
the Rochester Police Department.
Homicide investigators determined
that Crisman died of a fentanyl over-

dose in late 2022 or early 2023. Accord-
ing to court documents, his body was lo-
cated and recovered from the home in
September 2023.

Wendy Stone, 63, of Rochester and
her son Cody James Stone, 24, were
each charged Thursday with unlawful
concealment of a corpse, a felony, Bello
said. 

Wendy Stone, described by police as
Crisman’s common law wife, was
charged last month in federal court with
theft of government funds, aggravated
identity theft and making a false state-
ment to obtain social security benefits.

Wendy Stone is accused of wrapping

Crisman’s body, placing it into a plastic
recycling bin and periodically pouring
bleach on his body to prevent foul odor,
according to the U.S. Attorney’s Office.
She is also accused of collecting Social
Security payments in Crisman’s name
that should have ended upon his death.

The latest charge – concealment of a
human corpse – was the result of an in-
dictment by a Monroe County grand ju-
ry and was unsealed on Thursday in
Monroe County Court, Bello said.

Wendy Stone and Cody James Stone
were each released on their own recog-
nizance through pretrial supervision,
Bello said.

Mother, son accused of hiding dead boyfriend’s
corpse in basement of own Rochester home
Victoria E. Freile
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

A man died after an apparent
drowning in the Erie Canal in Newark,
Wayne County, on Wednesday after-
noon. 

Emergency responders in Newark
were called to the canal, near Lock 28B
and Van Buren Street, around 3:45 p.m.
when two anglers reported seeing a
man in his 40s in the water, said Village
of Newark Police Chief Richard Martin.
The man, they reported, appeared to be
swimming across the canal.

The fishermen told police that the
saw the man submerge but did not see
him resurface, Martin said.

Newark firefighters retrieved the
man’s body from the water, Martin
said. Police are investigating and said
that foul play is not suspected in con-
nection with the man’s death. The
man’s name was not released.

New York State Police, Wayne
County sheriff’s deputies and Lyons
firefighters also assisted at the scene.

Man drowns in
Erie Canal in
Wayne County
Victoria E. Freile
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Despite a historic drop in fetal deaths
in the U.S., Black mothers are still twice
as likely as white mothers to lose a preg-
nancy after 20 weeks, according to a
new Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention report.

The CDC report published Thursday
found the national fetal mortality rate in
2022 declined 4% from 2021, with an
overall 27% drop in fetal deaths since
1990. 

In 2022, there were 20,202 fetal
deaths, translating to a rate of 5.48 fetal
deaths for every 1,000 live births. The
year prior, the rate was 5.73.

The findings show that maternal and
prenatal care are getting back on track
since the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted

health care on a broad scale, said Dr.
Deirdre Lyell, co-chair of the California
Maternal Quality Care Collaborative.
“But babies and moms – pregnant peo-
ple – are still dying from preventable
reasons, so we have lifesaving work to
do,” she said in an email. 

The report looked at fetal deaths or
stillbirths at 20 weeks’ gestation or
more. 

It did not include abortions or mis-
carriages, which the CDC typically de-
fines as the loss of a pregnancy before
20 weeks’ gestation.

Black mothers saw a slight uptick in
fetal death rates, from 9.89 in 2021 to
10.05 in 2022. 

The 2022 fetal mortality rates 
among Black and Native Hawaiian
or other Pacific Islander mothers re-
mained higher than the national rate in
1990.

White mothers experienced the most
fetal deaths but also saw the largest de-
cline in fetal mortality rates – 8% – from

4.85 deaths to 4.48, lower than most
other racial or ethnic groups.

The CDC report didn’t delve into driv-
ers of the high fetal death rates for Black
mothers, but experts have suggested
that racial health disparities, preexist-
ing conditions, structural discrimina-
tion and access to quality care may be
factors. 

The large disparities in fetal deaths
for Black mothers, said Usha Ranji, as-
sociate director for women’s health pol-
icy at the research nonprofit KFF, “really
mirror what we see with other maternal
and infant health outcomes.”

Stillbirths have been understudied
compared to infant mortality, and tar-
geted efforts to address them are need-
ed, said Dr. Andreea Creanga, a profes-
sor at the Johns Hopkins University
Bloomberg School of Public Health, in
an email. 

This includes higher-quality data on
fetal deaths, research on risk factors
and improved care initiatives.

Research indicates that about a quar-
ter of fetal deaths may be preventable,
Creanga said. 

Fetal mortality rates were highest
among pregnant women 40 and older,
those who smoked during pregnancy
and those pregnant with multiples.

The CDC report breaks down fetal
mortality rates in the early stage, 20-27
weeks, and late, 28 weeks or more. A
majority of fetal deaths occurred in the
early stage and the total declined 5%
from the previous year. 

The late-stage fetal mortality rate
also declined for the first time since
2014, the report states.

Fetal death rates were highest in Mis-
sissippi, Alabama and Arkansas. Often,
Ranji said, the highest rates came in
states that have worse infant and ma-
ternal health outcomes. 

States with lower fetal death rates in-
cluded New Mexico, Texas, Connecti-
cut, Montana, Nebraska and Massachu-
setts.

Fetal mortality at historic low, but gaps remain
Black women twice as
likely to lose pregnancy

Eduardo Cuevas
USA TODAY

Ready for some holiday shopping?
The average consumer is expected to
buy more this year.

An early holiday shopping report is
forecasting a moderate increase in re-
tail sales, as consumers continue to
deal with inflation. 

In the first Deloitte 2024 Holiday
Forecast, Deloitte – an audit, consult-
ing, tax and advisory services firm –
said holiday retail sales are likely to
increase between 2.3% and 3.3% this
year. 

Analysts with Deloitte said sales
growth is expected to return to pre-
pandemic levels in line with trends
over the past decade. Holiday sales,
particularly in e-commerce, saw a
sharp surge after the pandemic, De-
loitte said.

“This year we expect slower growth

than last year, with a return to more
normal growth patterns post-pandem-
ic,” Akrur Barua, an economist for De-
loitte Insights, told USA TODAY. “Sales
are likely to increase between 2.3% and
3.3% this season versus the 4.3% in-
crease from the 2023-2024 season. 

“Though disposable personal in-
come has been growing steadily this
year, it is growing at a slower pace than
the 2023-2024 season. The end to pan-
demic-era savings will also weigh on
consumer spending growth. And so will
high credit card debt as they approach
the holiday season,” Barua said.

Deloitte is projecting overall holiday
sales totaling $1.58 trillion to $1.59 tril-
lion during the November to January ti-
meframe. Retail sales between Novem-
ber 2023 and January 2024 (seasonally
adjusted and excluding automotive and
gasoline) grew 4.3% and totaled
$1.49 trillion, according to the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau.

Additionally, Deloitte is forecasting
that e-commerce sales will grow be-
tween 7% and 9% year-over-year, total-
ing between $289 billion and $294 bil-

lion this season. That’s compared to
10.1% growth last year with a $252 bil-
lion total.

Consumers will continue to take ad-
vantage of online deals to maximize
their spending, Michael Jeschke, prin-
cipal of Deloitte Consulting LLP, said in
a news release. “While this holiday sea-
son reflects a return to trend levels of
growth, retailers who focus on building
loyalty and trust with consumers could
be well positioned for success,” Jeschke
said in the release.

Steady growth in disposable per-
sonal income and a steady labor market
“are both tailwinds that will support re-
tail sales this season. While declining
inflation will weigh on the nominal val-
ue of retail sales, we expect that it will
boost consumers’ purchasing power
through growth in real wages, driving
an increase in sales volumes,” Barua
said.

The holiday shopping season has al-
ready begun, with nearly half – or 48%
– of respondents to a recent Bankrate
survey saying they were going to begin
checking gifts off their list by October.

The holiday shopping season has already begun, with nearly half – or 48% – of respondents to a recent Bankrate survey
saying that they were going to begin checking gifts off their list by October. PETER PEREIRA/THE STANDARD-TIMES

Holiday shoppers expected
to spend more this year
Moderate rise predicted
amid ongoing inflation

Betty Lin-Fisher
USA TODAY


