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The percentage of Black students in
Harvard University’s freshman class
dropped by more than a fifth following a
landmark U.S. Supreme Court ruling
that barred colleges from using race as a
factor in admissions, according to data
released by the school on Wednesday. 

The Class of 2028 is 14% Black, com-
pared with 18% last year, Harvard said,
while the share of Hispanic students
ticked up slightly from 14% to 16%.

Harvard, one of the world’s most elite
universities, was one of two defendants
in the 2023 Supreme Court case, along
with the University of North Carolina.
The schools argued that promoting ra-
cial diversity improved the educational
experience for all students on campus,

but the court’s conservative majority
ruled that taking race into account –
commonly known as affirmative action
– was a form of discrimination. 

Many colleges had warned that pro-
hibiting them from considering race, as
admissions offices had done for dec-
ades, would inevitably lead to a drop in
minority enrollment. Thus far, the data
on the first classes admitted since the
ruling at several selective schools have
presented a somewhat mixed picture.

Some top schools, such as Yale and
Princeton universities, showed little
change this fall among Black and His-
panic students.

Others saw precipitous declines. At
the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy, the percentage of Black, Hispanic,
Native American or Pacific Islander stu-
dents in its freshman class dropped to

16%, compared with an average of 31%
over the previous four years.

Brown University, another elite
school, saw its Black student share drop
from 15% to 9% and its Hispanic share
fall from 14% to 10%, according to the
school’s newspaper. Amherst College,
one of the country’s top liberal arts col-
leges, reported that only 3% of its in-
coming class is Black, compared with
11% last fall.

The lawsuit against Harvard had ac-
cused the school of giving preference to
some minorities at the expense of Asian
American applicants. The percentage of
Asian American students in Harvard’s
freshman class held steady at 37%, Har-
vard said.

After the 2023 ruling, many schools
bolstered recruitment programs, sought
to remove application barriers and pur-

sued other changes in an effort to in-
crease diversity. Other advocates have
lobbied for state legislatures to pass
bills that ban admission preferences for
legacy applicants.

In releasing its data, Harvard noted
that it had sent admissions staff to more
than 150 cities to do student outreach
and joined a consortium of universities
seeking to raise awareness about their
schools in rural communities, among
other steps.

“The change in law did not change
our fundamental commitments,” Hopi
Hoekstra, the dean of the Faculty of Arts
and Sciences, wrote in a letter to col-
leagues. “We will continue to work tire-
lessly to pull down barriers to a Harvard
education, and, in compliance with the
law, to deepen even further our commit-
ment to broad-based diversity.” 

Harvard’s Black enrollment
dips after landmark ruling 
Joseph Ax
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An Indiana judge on Wednesday re-
fused to broaden the medical excep-
tion to the state’s near-total abortion
ban, ruling against a lawsuit brought
by Planned Parenthood and other
abortion providers. 

Judge Kelsey Hanlon of Monroe
County Circuit Court acknowledged
that the ban, which makes an excep-
tion for a “serious health risk” to the
mother, put providers in “the incredi-
bly unenviable position” of providing
care in a “politically charged environ-
ment” under threat of criminal prose-
cution or loss of their licenses.

However, the judge said the plain-
tiffs had not shown that the exception
would prohibit an abortion in violation
of women’s rights under the state con-
stitution.

Planned Parenthood and the other
plaintiffs had asked the judge for a
court order setting out that the excep-
tion must be interpreted to allow abor-
tion in the case of a health condition
that requires treatment that would en-
danger the fetus, causes debilitating
symptoms during pregnancy, or is
likely to become life-threatening or
cause lasting damage to the mother’s
health.

The ban defines a serious health
risk as “a serious risk of substantial
and irreversible physical impairment
of a major bodily function.”

The plaintiffs said that was too nar-
row, and that without a clarifying
court order, doctors might wait to treat
dangerous medical conditions until
they become deadly. But Hanlon said
the exception did not require them to
wait that long and allowed them to use
their “reasonable medical judgment.”

“Today’s decision means that preg-
nant Hoosiers’ lives will continue to be
endangered by Indiana’s abortion
ban,” Planned Parenthood, the other
plaintiffs and their attorneys said in a
joint statement. “We are still consider-
ing all of our options.”

Hanlon, who was elected as a Re-
publican, blocked Indiana’s abortion
ban in 2022, saying it violated the right
to personal autonomy under the state
constitution.

“Indiana’s pro-life law is both rea-
sonable and constitutional, and we’re
pleased the Monroe County Circuit
Court upheld it,” Indiana Attorney
General Todd Rokita said on X.

The Indiana Supreme Court last
year disagreed and revived the law, but
also found that the state constitution
included a right to abortion to save the
mother’s life or protect against serious
health risks. It sent the case back to
Hanlon, who held a trial in May on the
plaintiffs’ motion to broaden the med-
ical exception.

Indiana is one of more than 20 Re-
publican-led states that have banned
or restricted abortion in the wake of
the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2022 ruling
eliminating the longstanding consti-
tutional right to abortion. S

Indiana
abortion
law remains
as written
Judge refuses to
broaden exception
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Two of the five officers originally
charged with civil rights deprivation
and witness tampering have pleaded
guilty and might be called to testify
against their former colleagues.

All five were also charged with sec-
ond-degree murder in Tennessee state
court in a separate case that is on hold
until the federal trial is completed.

The five officers, who were fired, had
been detectives with the Scorpion po-
lice unit investigating street crimes. Be-
sides disbanding Scorpion since the
death of Nichols, Memphis passed po-
lice reforms such as requiring officers to
use only marked vehicles for traffic
stops, strengthening citizen review
boards and requiring more police data
collection.

The officers reported Nichols had
been driving dangerously. Rogers, the
prosecutor, told jurors that Nichols
“sped up to beat a red light” in the most
detailed explanation to date as to what
provoked the traffic stop, the Commer-
cial Appeal reported.

Desmond Mills and Emmitt Martin
III are the two defendants who pleaded
guilty. 

Mills agreed to a 15-year sentence

Three former Memphis police offi-
cers went on trial in federal court on
Wednesday on charges stemming
from the January 2023 beating death
of Black motorist Tyre Nichols in a
case that provoked outrage and led to
police reform.

Police video showed five Black offi-
cers kicked, punched, pepper-sprayed
and struck Nichols with a baton on
Jan. 7, 2023, as he cried out for his
mother. Nichols, 29, an avid skate-
boarder, photographer and father of a
young son, died in a hospital three
days later.

“We are going to ask that you watch
Tyre Nichols get beaten to death,” As-
sistant U.S. Attorney Elizabeth Rogers
told the jury in opening statements,
previewing the evidence to come, the
Memphis Commercial Appeal report-
ed from the courtroom.

The video shocked Americans as
the case became the latest in a series of
police killings of Black men to raise
questions about racism and police
brutality in the United States.

and prosecutors agreed not to seek
more than 40 years for Martin. Both
men are scheduled to be formally sen-
tenced later this year.

That leaves Tadarrius Bean, Demetri-
us Haley and Justin Smith facing trial.
They could face life in prison if convict-
ed.

The video showed police pulled Nich-
ols from his car, pushed him to the
ground and threatened to tase, spray
and beat him as they held him down.
Nichols broke free and ran away before
police caught up to him again and the
beating took place.

Defense attorney John Keith Perry,
who represents Bean, told the jury to
watch Nichols’ behavior after he ran
away from the traffic stop, saying a po-
lice officer must make split-second de-
cisions based on a subject’s actions.

“You are not supposed to sit in judg-
ment of Tyre Nichols. Sit here and judge
his actions for 10 minutes. Measure his
actions. What you are supposed to do is
look at it wholeheartedly,” Perry said,
according to WREG television.

Nichols’ family has filed a $550 mil-
lion federal lawsuit against the city of
Memphis.

A picture of Tyre Nichols is displayed for a news conference held by family members in Memphis, Tenn., last year. Nichols
was beaten by Memphis officers during a traffic stop and died days later. ALYSSA POINTER/REUTERS FILE

Opening arguments start
in Memphis police trial
Daniel Trotta
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ing on winning more support for this
same funding proposal instead of
tweaking the legislation.

House Democratic Leader Hakeem
Jeffries responded to Johnson by ad-
vocating for “a bipartisan path for-
ward.” But he also warned his caucus
“will never yield to MAGA extremism.”

The federal government’s fiscal

year ends on Sept. 30, when funding for
many agencies expires. Without some
sort of extension, federal programs not
deemed essential would have to sus-
pend many of their operations, forcing
thousands of government workers to go
on leave.

While Johnson has suffered a set-
back in his drive to promptly pass a
stopgap spending bill, there still is plen-
ty of time for Congress to devise legisla-
tion that can pass in both chambers and
win Biden’s signature.

Nevertheless, some senior Demo-

crats say the delay was proof that Re-
publicans cannot succeed with a go-it-
alone approach.

“It is past time … to begin good-faith
negotiations on a continuing resolution
that will keep government programs
and services Americans depend on,”
Rep. Rosa DeLauro, the top Democrat on
the House Appropriations Committee,
said in a statement.

Congress faces an even more critical
self-imposed deadline on Jan. 1, before
which they must act to raise or extend
the nation’s debt ceiling or risk default.

Stopgap
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