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Heavy rain from the remnants of
Tropical Storm Debby is expected in
New York state this week, which could
cause potential flash floods and flood-
ing.

According to the National Weather
Service in Buffalo, Debby’s remnants
will fuel “very heavy rainfall” over cen-
tral and eastern New York, including

parts of the Finger Lakes region, on Fri-
day into Friday night. In the Rochester
region and upstate New York, anywhere
from 2 to 4 inches of rainfall are predic-
ted, with localized amounts possible in
the 6-inch range.

This could cause some flash flooding
or river flooding risks, forecasters said.

Parts of Ontario and Wayne counties
and the Southern Tier are under a flood
watch – as are other parts of the Empire
State – from Friday morning through
Saturday morning, due to the predicted
excessive rainfall, according to the
Weather Service. 

A woman uses her phone Wednesday to capture images from a pier in Myrtle Beach, S.C., as Tropical Storm Debby drifts
along the East Coast. MARCO BELLO/REUTERS

Remnants of Debby to
dump heavy rain on NY
Parts of Ontario, Wayne
are under a flood watch
Victoria E. Freile
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

“People should be prepared

to seek higher ground and

to know of an evacuation

route and have a plan in

place.” 
Brandon Buckingham
AccuWeather meteorologist

See DEBBY, Page 5A

Inside
What do you do at an intersection
when traffic lights are out? 5A

New York health officials failed to
fully implement key expert recom-
mendations for reducing maternal
deaths and racial disparities, as pan-
demic-era crises stalled prior progress
toward saving the lives of more wom-
en, a new state audit reported.

Auditors investigated, in part, the
work of the state Taskforce on Mater-
nal Mortality and Disparate Racial
Outcomes launched in 2018. They
found:

h State health officials implement-
ed 63% of 27 recommendations related
to that task force, while they partially
implemented or did not implement
37% (or 10) recommendations.

h New York’s Health Department
does not track severe maternal mor-
bidity cases, despite officials saying
that strategic approach to monitoring
these serious pregnancy-related inju-
ries is needed. Officials said they are
working to develop a statewide sur-
veillance program.

h New York’s maternal death rate
increased about 33% from 2018 to 2021,
auditors noted, citing federal data. But
more recent estimates suggested ma-
ternal deaths have since begun to drop
again in New York and some other
states as COVID-19 deaths plummeted.

h Black mothers died during or after
childbirth at a rate nearly five times
higher than white mothers in 2020.
While the state Health Department
collects this data and related informa-
tion, “it does little to utilize it,” auditors
asserted.

Report on
maternal
deaths
faults NY
Audit: State failed to
implement key plans

David Robinson
New York State Team

USA TODAY NETWORK

See MATERNAL, Page 5A

Taylor Swift’s three Eras Tour con-
certs in Vienna were canceled after gov-
ernment officials confirmed a planned
terrorist attack at Ernst Happel Stadi-
um, the local concert promoter an-
nounced Wednesday.

Swift had been set to perform in Vi-

enna on Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 
The security situation was very seri-

ous and a tragedy was averted, Austria’s
Chancellor Karl Nehammer wrote in a
post on X, translated by the social media
site. He thanked emergency services for
investigating at “full speed.”

Earlier Wednesday, Vienna Federal
Ministry of the Interior officials con-
firmed the arrest of two individuals who
are “suspected of having planned at-

tacks at major events,” including Swift’s
concerts.

“During our investigations, we iden-
tified preparatory actions and noted
that the 19-year-old suspect had a par-
ticular focus on the Taylor Swift con-
certs in Vienna,” said Franz Ruf, director
general for public security. He alleged
that the suspect, an Austrian citizen, 

Swift shows canceled over alleged terror plot
Bryan West, Taijuan Moorman
and Edward Segarra
USA TODAY NETWORK

Taylor Swift
confessed in
Elle
magazine in
2019 that her
biggest fear
was for her
fans’ safety.
ALDARA

ZARRAOA/

GETTY IMAGES
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See SWIFT, Page 6A
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The Health Department “needs to
strengthen its oversight of policy ini-
tiatives and take steps to help ensure
all mothers, regardless of race or eth-
nicity, have access to the highest level
of care,” Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli
said in a statement.

What state health 
officials say about audit

State health officials suggested
more time and resources were needed
to evaluate and implement the recom-
mendations evaluated in the audit.
They noted some of them required
complex systemic changes, including
some involving the diverse mix of
health providers, hospital networks
and experts involved in the issue.

The COVID-19 pandemic also limit-
ed resources and funding to address
the recommendations, health officials
told auditors, asserting if not for the
Health Department’s ongoing efforts,
“maternal deaths and morbidities
would have been even higher.”

What audit revealed 
about deaths

Some of the other more crucial ex-
pert recommendations that were only
partially implemented or not imple-
mented included:

h Creating competency-based cur-
ricula for providers as well as medical
and nursing schools. These should, in

part, be identified in areas of maternal
health, social determinants, clinical
care, quality improvement and implicit
bias to reduce maternal deaths and
disparities in outcomes, auditors not-
ed.

h Promoting universal birth pre-
paredness and postpartum continuity
of care, including increasing the capac-
ity of outpatient obstetric practices
serving high volumes of Black women.

Still, state health officials have
launched some initiatives that experts
say should save more lives, auditors
said, noting recent research has found
nearly 80% of pregnancy-related
deaths were preventable. These in-
cluded:

h A state maternal mortality review
board recommended improved access
to telehealth. On a pilot basis, state
health officials worked to temporarily
obtain payment parity for telehealth
services.

h The board also recommended
greater community resources to help
support high-risk mothers. The Health
Department is investing about $14 mil-
lion between 2022 through 2027 to
fund 26 Perinatal and Infant Commu-
nity Health Collaboratives.

To read the full audit report, visit the
state Comptroller’s website at osc.ny-
.gov.

David Robinson is the New York
State Team health care reporter for the
USA TODAY Network. His more than 15-
year investigative reporting career has
included awards for coverage of the
opioid epidemic, hospital and nursing
home abuses, health inequality, CO-
VID-19 and emergency response fail-
ures.

Maternal
Continued from Page 1A

Debby is expected to
combine with another
weather system over the
Mid-Atlantic on Friday,
gaining speed as it pushes
to the northeast, forecast-
ers said. The storm could
dump as much as 25 inch-
es of rain in South Caroli-
na and 15 inches in south-
eastern North Carolina
through Friday.

What does the
forecast mean for
Rochester area?

It will surely rain.
Weather Service mete-

orologist Phillip Pandolfo
said that the situation has
been complicated to pre-
dict as the remnants of
Tropical Storm Debby
move north and a cold
front is predicted to move
into the Rochester region
and the two systems will
likely interact over our
area. 

“The exact path of
Debby is uncertain cur-
rently, but is tracking
eastward,” he said. As of
Thursday morning, it ap-
pears that parts of Ontar-
io and Wayne counties
are at the greatest risk for
heavy rainfall – between
2 to 4 inches or even more
– on Friday.

Pandolfo also predic-
ted a “sharp gradient” and
“highly variable” amount
of rain, meaning that one
spot may see several
inches while nearby, the
amount of rainfall could
be much less.

The Rochester metro
area could see around an
inch of rain in the same ti-
meframe, Pandolfo said,
noting that the storm
tracking could change.

“Keep a close eye on
Debby” as the storm ap-
proaches, he said. Addi-
tional weather alerts are
likely as the storm moves
north.

Debby blamed for 
at least six deaths

Debby moved along
the central coast of South
Carolina on Wednesday,
drenching parts of Florida
and Georgia in over a foot
of rain and causing severe
flooding through the Mid-
Atlantic region.

Officials ordered evac-
uations due to wide-
spread flash flooding as
the system overtopped
drainage systems and

several Georgia dams.
The storm has killed at
least six people, including
a boater in Gulfport, Flori-
da, police confirmed
Tuesday, according to the
Tampa Bay Times.

Initially formed in the
Gulf of Mexico on Sunday,
the system made landfall
in Florida as a Category 1
hurricane by Monday
morning. Steinhatchee, a
small town in Taylor
County, faced maximum
sustained winds of 80

mph, causing at least four
deaths.

Debby made its way
through northern Florida
for hours until wind
speeds slowed to 65 mph
and officials downgraded
it to a tropical storm sta-
tus on Monday afternoon,
according to the National
Weather Service. By
Tuesday, it pushed off the
coast of Georgia and
moved along the central
coast of South Carolina
on Wednesday night or

early Thursday morning.

Major flooding threat
shifts to the
Northeast 

AccuWeather meteo-
rologist Brandon Buck-
ingham is urging people
in valleys and other flood-
prone areas across the
mid-Atlantic and North-
east to prepare for the
possibility of flash floods
as some areas may see as
much as 4 to 8 inches of

ogists say families and
businesses along Debby’s
path should be prepared
for potential power out-
ages and major travel im-
pacts. 

AccuWeather predicts
around 5,100 flight can-
cellations between
Thursday and Saturday,
according to a news re-
lease from the agency.

rain from the remnants of
Debby.

“People should be pre-
pared to seek higher
ground and to know of an
evacuation route and
have a plan in place,”
warned Buckingham. 

Along with the threat
of flash flooding and
beach hazards, Accu-
Weather expert meteorol-

Debby
Continued from Page 1A

When you come upon a dead traffic
signal while out driving, what do you
do? 

A. Hurry through if you're on the
main road.

B. Slow down and look around for
other cars.

C. Stop.
The law says C. A traffic signal that is

out — whether from a power outage, an
accident or other damage — should be
treated like a four-way stop sign. 

But that’s not what many drivers did
after a tornado and winds from a relat-
ed thunderstorm knocked out a num-
ber of traffic signals in Rome, including
on Erie Boulevard, on July 16, said
Heather Tehan, public information offi-
cer in the Mohawk Valley for the New
York State Department of Transporta-
tion. 

“People were just driving straight
through without stopping or anything,
also gawking (at the damage),” Tehan
said. 

These drivers didn’t just risk hitting
other vehicles. They also endangered
all the DOT workers who were trying to
fix the lights and all the police officers
directing traffic, Tehan said. 

Drivers who fail to stop for dark sig-
nals risk getting the same moving vio-
lation they would receive for running a
four-way stop sign, Tehan said. 

Tornado takes out traffic lights

For anyone who doesn’t remember
driver’s education, Tehan reminded ev-
eryone of the proper etiquette for a
four-way stop sign:

h Stop. 
h Drivers may proceed through the

intersection in the order in which they
stopped. 

h If it’s not clear who arrived at the
intersection first, drivers should either
yield to the right or make eye contact
with one driver waving the other
through. 

If you come across a dark signal and
think officials might not know about it,
call 911 to report it, Tehan said. 

Traffic lights out from storm?
Here’s what drivers should do 
Amy Neff Roth
Utica Observer Dispatch

USA TODAY NETWORK

Do you know the protocol for traffic
signals when a storm has knocked out
power to the lights?
GILLIS BENEDICT/LIVINGSTON DAILY


