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Are you a first-time homebuyer? The
city’s Home Purchase Assistance Pro-
gram Grant (HPAP) will help buyers with
the costs.

The city is providing grants of up to
$6,000 to help income-eligible buyers
with the down payment and closing
costs of purchasing a home. 

The City of Rochester’s Home Pur-
chase Assistance Program Grant
(HPAP) provides down payment and
closing cost assistance to first-time buy-
ers who meet program requirements.
Grants of up to $6,000 are available for
closing cost assistance to income-eligi-
ble first-time buyers.

To be eligible for program funds, buy-
ers must submit a Homebuyer Services
application and meet with a Homebuyer
Services counselor to obtain eligibility
paperwork. The U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development out-
lines that buyers must have a median
family income below 120%.

This grant program is compatible
with most other programs, including
Homebuyer Dream and SONYMA’s
Neighborhood Stabilization Program.

What are the program
requirements?

Homes must be located in Rochester
and contain fewer than five individual
units. Buyers must contribute $1,500 of
their personal funds and qualify for a
conventional, FHA, VA, or SONYMA
mortgage loan of at least $25,000. 

Pre- and post-purchase homebuyer
training is required for home buyers,
and operating rental property training is
mandatory for those purchasing a mul-
ti-family property. 

Once a buyer has put in an accepted
purchase offer, it will take 55-70 days to
close once the City receives a copy of the
offer. Before closing, buyers must live in
the property for five years after closing.

To obtain an application or more in-
formation, email homebuyer@cityo-
frochester.gov or call (585) 428-6888.

Genae Shields is the Business & De-
velopment Impact Reporter. As a mem-
ber of the local community, Genae en-
joys learning about newly emerging
businesses and changes that impact
Rochester’s BIPOC and LGBTQ neighbor-
hoods. She also enjoys supporting local
artists and non-profit organizations.
Contact Genae at gshields@gan-
nett.com.

North Winton Village is an area where homes are in high demand. The homes,
like this one on Carling Road, are affordable for first-time homebuyers.
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The Israeli military conducted a
massive operation in the occupied
West Bank on Wednesday, killing at
least nine people in a string of fierce
gun battles across Jenin and other ma-
jor cities as tensions heightened in the
war that already has laid to waste most
of Gaza.

Israeli Lt. Col. Nadav Shoshani, a
spokesperson for the military, said the
operation followed a sharp rise in mil-
itant activity in recent months. He said
the military assessed there was an “im-
mediate threat” to civilians, but he said
the operation was also part of a broad
strategy aimed at thwarting attacks.

“This terror threat in this area is not
new, it hasn’t started yesterday and it’s
not going to end tomorrow,” Shoshani
said.

Foreign Minister Israel Katz accused
Iran of trying to establish an eastern
terrorist front against Israel in the West
Bank “according to the Gaza and Leba-
non model” by financing terrorists and
smuggling weapons from Jordan. He
called on Israel to consider temporarily
relocating Palestinians as part of the
major anti-terror raid and said the mil-
itary was “working intensively” in the
Jenin and Tulkarm refugee camps to
crush Iran-backed terrorist infrastruc-
tures.

“We must deal with the threat just as
we deal with the terrorist infrastruc-
ture in Gaza, including the temporary
evacuation of Palestinian residents
and whatever steps are required,” Katz
said. “This is a war for everything and
we must win it.”

The Israeli military said its armed
aircraft “attacked and eliminated” at
least three armed militants in Jenin
who posed a threat to the fighters on
the ground. Special Forces raiders elim-
inated at least two more, the military
said.

Israeli forces also launched Opera-
tion Mosk, during which aircraft took
out four armed terrorists who endan-
gered forces in the Bekaa area of the
West Bank. Israeli troops confiscated

weapons and uncovered and destroyed
explosives.

‘Dangerous consequences’

Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas said he was cutting
short a state visit to Saudi Arabia fol-
lowing the launch of the large-scale Is-
rael Defense Forces operation in the
West Bank, the Palestinian news agen-
cy Wafa reported. Abbas’ spokesman
Nabil Abu Rudeineh warned that the
West Bank operation will have “danger-
ous consequences.”

Abu Rudeineh called on the U.S. to
intervene immediately and force the
occupation authorities to stop their
“comprehensive war” on the Palestin-
ian people.

“The world must take immediate
and urgent action to curb this extremist
government that poses a threat to the
stability of the region and the world as a
whole,” he said.

The armed wings of the Hamas, Is-
lamic Jihad and Fatah factions said
their gunmen were detonating bombs
against Israeli military vehicles in the
three West Bank areas.

The Palestinian health ministry said
troops had surrounded Jenin’s main
hospital, blocking off access with earth
mounds to stop fighters seeking refuge.
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Palestinians assess the damage of a
car Wednesday during a military
operation by Israeli forces near Jenin,
in the Israeli-occupied West Bank.
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