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Elvis Presley jewelry up for sale
at celebrity artifacts auction

Rare collectibles from the worlds of
music and film, including gold rings
owned by Elvis Presley and a letter
written by Beach Boy Brian Wilson,
will be up for auction this weekend.

The “Artifacts of Hollywood & Mu-
sic” sale from Kruse GWS Auctions fea-
tures nearly 400 lots, with items also
from Prince, Aaliyah and Abigail Fol-
ger, a coffee heiress who was a victim
of the Manson murders.

Among the top lots are several
items that belonged to Presley, includ-
ing a microphone from the performer’s
Las Vegas residency, a pill bottle
marked March 1977 and two unique
gold rings, which are estimated to sell
for $35,000 to $60,000.

Jewelry owned by Presley, who died
in August 1977, is “still proving to be
one of the most powerful asset classes
on the face of the planet,” Kruse said.

Another highlight is a handwritten
letter by Wilson to Beach Boys band-
mate and cousin Mike Love, which
Kruse said was expected to go for at
least $10,000.

The online auction will be lives-
treamed and take place on Saturday.

North Korea’s Kim attends
test-firing of rocket launcher

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
attended the test of an upgraded
240mm rocket launcher system, state
media said on Wednesday.

The system “proved its superiority
in mobility and strike concentration”
during the inspection testing, state
news agency KCNA said.

Earlier this week, Kim oversaw tests
of new “suicide drones,” and urged re-
searchers to develop artificial intelli-
gence for the unmanned vehicles.

U.S. and South Korean officials have
accused North Korea of supplying Rus-
sia with artillery shells, missiles and
other equipment in recent months for
Moscow to use in its war on Ukraine.

From last year until Aug. 4, North
Korea has shipped more than 12,000
containers to Russia, sending three or
four kinds of shells of different sizes
including rockets, and separately also
supplied dozens of short range mis-
siles, South Korean Defense Minister
Shin Won-sik told Reuters this month.

Moscow and Pyongyang have de-
nied accusations of arms transfers but
have vowed to deepen military rela-
tions.

Ukraine to temporarily suspend
payments on GDP warrants 

Ukraine will temporarily suspend
payments on GDP warrants starting
from May 31, 2025, according to a gov-
ernment decision published on the of-
ficial website late Tuesday.

Kyiv will also temporarily suspend
payments for loans from Cargill Finan-
cial Services International Inc., start-
ing from Sept. 3, and on government-
guaranteed bonds of Ukrainian power
firm Ukrenergo starting from Nov. 9,
according to the document.

The GDP warrants and private debt
obligations are not part of the coun-
try’s sovereign restructuring deal that
the government of the war-torn coun-
try is expected to finalize any time
now.

With the Russian war in Ukraine
now in its third year, the Kyiv govern-
ment relies heavily on foreign financial
aid to be able to finance its social and
humanitarian payments. The bulk of
Ukraine’s state revenues goes to de-
fense efforts.

The GDP warrant, an instrument
linked to the country’s economic out-
put growth was created during
Ukraine’s 2015 debt restructuring in
the wake of Russia’s annexation of Cri-
mea as a sweetener to creditors.
JPMorgan calculates that Ukraine
owes $2.6 billion on this instrument.

Japan braces for typhoon with
heavy rain, strong winds forecast

Japan on Wednesday braced for Ty-
phoon Shanshan, with heavy rain and
strong winds forecast, forcing airlines
and railways to cancel some services
over the coming days.

Shanshan is expected to strike Ja-
pan’s southwestern Kyushu island
over the next few days, and the Japan
Meteorological Agency said it may is-
sue a special warning to Kagoshima
prefecture.

“Maximum caution is required giv-
en that forecasts are for strong winds,
high waves and high tides that have
not been seen thus far,” the JMA
warned.

The typhoon is expected to ap-
proach Japan’s central and eastern re-
gions, which includes the capital To-
kyo, around the weekend, according to
JMA.
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IN BRIEF

A New Hampshire resident has died
from a rare mosquito-borne brain in-
fection called Eastern equine encepha-
litis, health officials said on Tuesday,
marking the state’s first known human
case of the disease in a decade and the
fifth this summer in the U.S. 

The patient, identified only as an
adult from Hampstead, New Hamp-
shire, a town in the state’s southeastern
corner, tested positive for the equine vi-
rus, known as EEEV, and was hospital-
ized with severe central nervous sys-
tem symptoms before death, according
to the state Department of Health and
Human Services.

The case was announced after four
nonfatal human EEEV infections were
reported in the U.S. this year to the fed-
eral Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention: one each in the neighboring
New England states of Massachusetts
and Vermont and one each in Wiscon-
sin and New Jersey.

The last reported human EEEV case
in New Hampshire was in 2014, when
three infections were documented, two
of them fatal.

In addition to the latest New Hamp-
shire human case, Eastern equine en-
cephalitis has been detected in one
horse and seven batches of mosquito
samples this summer, state officials
said.

In Massachusetts, where a man in
his 80s was reported infected in
Worcester County – the first human
case in that state since 2020 – the virus
was found in one horse and 60 mosqui-
to samples, health officials said. It has
been detected in 47 mosquito samples
in Vermont. 

“We believe there is an elevated risk
for EEEV infections this year in New
England given the positive mosquito
samples identified,” New Hampshire’s
state epidemiologist, Dr. Benjamin
Chan, said in a statement. “The risk will
continue into the fall until there is a
hard frost that kills the mosquitoes.”

Residents should seek to limit expo-
sure when outdoors, he said.

As of last week, Massachusetts state
health officials listed at least 10 commu-
nities in Plymouth and Worcester coun-
ties near Boston as being at high or
critical risk for EEEV.

The Eastern equine virus can cause
flu-like symptoms such as fever, chills,
muscle aches and joint pain, as well as
severe neurological disease, including
inflammation of the brain (encephali-
tis) and tissues around the spinal cord
(meningitis).

Only about 4% to 5% of people in-
fected with the virus develop encepha-
litis, but the disease kills roughly a third
of those who do. Many others suffer
lifelong physical and mental impacts.
There is no vaccine or antiviral treat-
ment for the disease.

In the United States, 11 human cases
are reported on average each year.
Since the CDC began tracking cases na-
tionwide in 2003, the number of human
infections documented in a single year
peaked in 2019 at 38.

Dr. Amesh Adalja, a senior scholar
for the Johns Hopkins Center for Health
Security, said the greatest human risk is
in New England and some Gulf Coast
states, where incidence of the disease
follows cycles of the mosquitoes and
the birds they infect.

“The infections are rare, but because
of their lethality they attract a lot of at-
tention and public health response,” he
said. 

New Hampshire documents
year’s first US human death
from equine encephalitis
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The New Hampshire case was
announced after four nonfatal human
EEEV infections were reported in the
U.S. this year to the CDC. GETTY IMAGES

A Florida judge denied bond on
Tuesday for a former sheriff’s deputy
charged in the May shooting death of a
Black man serving in the U.S. Air Force,
who answered a knock on his apart-
ment door while holding a gun pointed
down, according to jail records and
media reports. 

Eddie Duran, a former Okaloosa
County sheriff’s deputy who was fired
by the agency after the shooting, was
arrested on Monday in the death of
Roger Fortson, 23, in Fort Walton Beach,
jail records show. The records identified
Duran as white.

Prosecutors charged Duran, 38, with
one count of manslaughter with a fire-
arm on Friday. The charge carries a
maximum sentence of 30 years.

In asking the judge to set bail for Du-
ran on Tuesday, his lawyer Rod Smith
told the court his client was not a flight
risk, ABC News reported. Smith was not
immediately available for further com-
ment.

State prosecutors argued that the
judge should deny Duran pretrial re-
lease because of a Florida statute that
requires defendants charged with a
first-degree felony to remain in custody,
media reports said.

On the night of Fortson’s killing, May
3, someone from his apartment com-
plex called a non-emergency sheriff’s
department phone line to report that
they heard a couple fighting in the air-

man’s apartment, according to a report
by the Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Of-
fice.

The Fortson family’s attorney, Ben
Crump, told reporters that the airman
was on a video call with his girlfriend
when he heard a knock on his door. He
asked, “Who is it?” but did not get a re-
sponse, Crump said, citing the girl-
friend’s account.

Fortson then retrieved a gun he
owned legally and walked toward the
door, Crump said.

Police body-camera footage shows
Fortson opened the door while holding
his gun pointed down in his right hand
and left hand up toward the deputy, ac-
cording to media accounts. Fortson was
then fatally shot. Police said no one else
was in his home at the time. 

Former Fla. sheriff ’s deputy denied
bond in killing of Black airman
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Chantemekki Fortson, center, mother of U.S. airman Roger Fortson, listens as
attorney Ben Crump, left, speaks in Atlanta on June 3 following the firing of
Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Deputy Eddie Duran. ALYSSA POINTER/REUTERS FILE

A Los Angeles federal jury on Tues-
day found disbarred California attorney
Tom Girardi guilty of four counts of wire
fraud after U.S. prosecutors accused
him of stealing $15 million in settlement
funds from clients, prosecutors said. 

Girardi, 85, whose pollution case
against a California utility inspired the
Oscar-winning film “Erin Brockovich,”
was accused of deceiving his clients
and pilfering from settlement funds
they had obtained in personal injury
cases.

“Tom Girardi built celebrity status
and lured in victims by falsely portray-
ing himself as a ‘Champion of Justice,’ ”
U.S. Attorney Martin Estrada said in a
statement. “In reality, he was a Robin-
Hood-in-reverse, stealing from the
needy” to support a “lavish, Hollywood
lifestyle.”

Girardi’s federal public defenders
did not immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment.

Girardi blamed the alleged fraud on
Christopher Kamon, the former chief fi-
nancial officer of their law firm Girardi
Keese. Girardi’s lawyers have also ar-
gued that he suffers from dementia.

Girardi is scheduled to be sentenced
on Dec. 6. He faces up to 20 years in
prison for each wire fraud count, prose-
cutors said.

Kamon was charged with wire fraud
in Los Angeles alongside Girardi but
will be tried separately in January. Ka-
mon is also facing separate charges that
he embezzled $10 million from Girardi
Keese, which he then allegedly spent on
extensive home remodeling, exotic
sports cars and an escort. 

Kamon has pleaded not guilty to all
charges.

Girardi was a prominent figure in the
U.S. plaintiffs bar before allegations

that he defrauded clients upended his
career in 2020 and cost him his law li-
cense. He is the estranged husband of
“Real Housewives of Beverly Hills” star
Erika Jayne Girardi.

Prosecutors in a separate criminal
case in Chicago have accused Tom Gi-
rardi, Kamon and David Lira – Girardi’s
son-in-law who also worked at Girardi
Keese – of misappropriating more than
$3 million in client funds owed to fam-
ilies of the victims of the 2018 Boeing
737 MAX Lion Air Flight 610 crash in In-
donesia. 

Girardi, Kamon and Lira have plead-
ed not guilty to the Chicago charges.

U.S. District Judge Josephine Sta-
ton, who oversaw the Los Angeles trial,
ruled earlier this year that Girardi was
competent to stand trial despite his
lawyers’ dementia claims. Girardi’s
lawyer in Chicago has argued that Sta-
ton’s competency ruling is not binding
on the Illinois case. 

Calif. jury finds ex-lawyer guilty in fraud case
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