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Editor’s note: This story suggestion was submitted by
Kendall Bell at the 19th Ward Square Fair festival.

Lynn and Mike Mordenga have been married for al-
most 10 years. Two years into their union, they had much
to consider when purchasing a house.

Initially, the Mordengas rented an apartment in east
Irondequoit, but they needed to make some changes
when thinking about what they wanted for themselves
and their growing family. During the house hunt, the
Mordengas went on a City Living Expo tour, taking a bus
to explore different neighborhoods in the city.

“I think both of us wanted to be more in the city,” Lynn
Mordenga said. “We wanted to have more of the commu-
nity residential feeling. For us, the 19th Ward gave that.”

Decades before the Mordengas’ house search, real es-
tate agents used fear tactics to encourage white flight
from the historic neighborhood. They warned 19th Ward
homeowners of an impending “Black invasion” as fam-
ilies migrated from the South seeking better opportuni-
ties in Rochester. The tactic was called “blockbusting”
and led to white families selling their 19th Ward homes
out of fear for less than market value. Those same homes
were sold at a much higher cost to Black families looking
for safe housing during an era of discrimination and red-
lining.

In 2017, the Mordengas chose the 19th Ward for its di-
versity.

“All of our neighbors look different from us, which is
hard to come by in Rochester,” Mike Mordenga said.

“Rochester has a unique history,” Lynn continued. “I
think there are a lot of places where it’s still very segre-
gated, to be honest. Here, you could actually see diversi-
ty in the neighborhood. Neighbors really come alongside
each other without any preconceived ideas. It felt natu-
ral, like authentic. You never feel out of place walking
around here.”

Some of their favorite places to go with their son,
Timothy, 3, are the Arnett Café, Brooks Landing Diner
and the Arnett Library.

“There are many generations that have come through
the 19th Ward,” Lynn Mordenga said. “I think people are
proud of being here.”

Timothy, Lynn, and Mike Mordenga outside their house in the
19th Ward. The Mordenga family purchased their home in 2017.
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REMARKABLE
ROCHESTERIANS

Frank
Horton
1919-2004

A Republican, he
represented this
area in Congress

for 30 years, from 1963 to 1993.
Born in Texas, he served in
World War II and graduated from
Cornell University Law School.
He was a member of the
Rochester City Council and the
executive vice president on the
International Baseball League. In
the House, he was a leader on
what was then the Government
Operations Committee.

ONLINE

Since 2010 we have been
documenting
notable
people in
Rochester.
Search our
database of
people with a

local connection who did/do
remarkable things.

People helping people
The Democrat and Chronicle wishes to tell some of
these stories about acts of kindness that benefit lives
and boost hearts. Please share in an email of 100 words
or less a story of an act of kindness you have witnessed
or experienced. Please include your name and a

relevant photo, if possible. Send these to Tamra Coles at
tcoles@gannett.com with the email subject line “Acts of Kindness.”

I had the amazing experience on a recent Saturday to
witness kindness and love shared to all at Dwyer Stadi-
um in Batavia. The Batavia Muckdogs baseball team,
who happened to be in first place, opened their field,
team players, coaches and management, and their
hearts to 22 children with disabilities. The YMCA Chal-
lenger Baseball program collaborates with the Muck-
dogs to provide a unique baseball clinic for children
with special needs.

According to online news releases from GLOW
(Genesee-Livingston-Orleans-Wyoming) YMCA,
Challenger Baseball is a community program created
in 2005 and sponsored by the YMCA and The Arc of
Genesee & Orleans that provides children in the area
with disabilities the opportunity to play organized
baseball. Other and related sports activities are of-
fered throughout the calendar year. Participants range
in age from 5 to 21. Other supporters include the Gene-
see County Youth Bureau, Batavia Minor League
Fields and the Batavia City School District. 

Pictures taken by Muckdogs intern Luke George
speak a thousand words! We are blessed to have these
young men called the Batavia Muckdogs in our com-
munity. 

– Shelley Falitico

ACTS OF KINDNESS

Muckdogs, Y Challenger 
create magic for kids
with special needs

The Batavia Muckdogs baseball team opened their field, players,
coaches and management and their hearts to 22 children with
disabilities in conjunction with the Y Challenger Baseball program.
PROVIDED BY LUKE GEORGE/BATAVIA MUCKDOGS
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19th Ward story
Scan this QR code to submit
a story idea and the coming
weeks, we’ll let you know if
we report on it!

“Here, you could actually see diversity

in the neighborhood. Neighbors really

come alongside each other without

any preconceived ideas. 

It felt natural, like authentic.
You never feel out of place walking

around here.”
Lynn Mordenga
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