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WASHINGTON – The FBI is investi-
gating an Aug. 11 drive-by shooting that
targeted a California activist with close
ties to Sikh separatist leader Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, who was fatally shot last
year in a killing that Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau has said could
be linked to India. 

In an interview with Reuters, Satin-
der Pal Singh Raju, of Woodland, Cali-
fornia, said FBI agents on Thursday
came to speak with him and a friend
who was driving the truck when they
and another passenger were attacked
on Interstate 505 in Yolo County on their
way back from a late dinner in Vacaville.

Nijjar was killed in June 2023 outside
his gurdwara, a Sikh place of worship, in
Surrey, British Columbia. That killing,
and Trudeau’s suggestion of possible
Indian government involvement, trig-
gered a diplomatic crisis between the
countries.

Speaking through an interpreter, Ra-
ju said a white car pulled up to the left of
their truck, then fell back behind them
before pulling up alongside them again.
That was when the first bullet was fired.

“With the first shot, I ducked down,”
he said. “But then I heard more gun
shots fired.” He said he immediately
thought of Nijjar, saying “this is how
Hardeep Singh Nijjar had been assassi-
nated and the whole picture of the scene
went through my mind.”

As they attempted to escape the gun-
fire, their truck skidded and veered off
the road into a ditch, Raju said. He and
his two friends fled into a nearby field
and hid behind a haystack while they
called 911. Police officers later told him
they located at least five shell casings.

The FBI’s Sacramento office con-
firmed it is collaborating with the Cali-
fornia Highway Patrol “in support of the
investigation” into the shooting.

A spokesman for the California High-
way Patrol confirmed the shooting oc-
curred, but declined to provide details
and said the investigation is ongoing.

In the same month as Nijjar’s killing,
the FBI foiled an alleged assassination
attempt against Gurpatwant Singh Pan-
nun, another prominent Sikh separatist
with dual citizenship in Canada and the

United States.
The U.S. Justice Department has

charged Indian national Nikhil Gupta
with trying to arrange Pannun’s murder
at the behest of an Indian intelligence
official.

Gupta pleaded not guilty and is
awaiting trial in New York.

Four Indian nationals in Canada are
facing charges of murder and conspira-
cy in the death of Nijjar.

India has denied involvement in both
incidents, and it was not clear if there is
a connection between the drive-by
shooting involving Raju and those earli-
er incidents.

The Indian Embassy in Washington
did not respond to a request for com-
ment on Friday about the recent shoot-
ing in California.

Police warnings to Sikh activists

In the days and months after Nijjar’s

killing, the FBI and the Canadian Royal
Mounted Police privately warned at
least seven Sikh activists that their lives
could be in grave danger, without spec-
ifying the source of the threat.

Raju told Reuters he was not among
those who received such calls.

Earlier this month, Reuters reported
that threats and harassment against
Sikh community leaders, including
elected officials, has persisted in the
United States and Canada since Nijjar’s
death.

Raju is involved with the organiza-
tion Sikhs for Justice, an advocacy
group co-founded by Pannun that orga-
nizes non-binding referendums around
the world to urge India’s Punjab state to
secede from India and carve out an in-
dependent state called Khalistan.

The movement led to a violent
insurgency in India’s Punjab state in the
1980s and 1990s before it was crushed
by Delhi.

The Aug. 11 shooting occurred two
weeks after Raju had returned from Cal-
gary, Alberta, where he helped organize
a referendum that drew the participa-
tion of an estimated 55,000 members of
the Sikh community, according to Pan-
nun.

In 2019, India declared Sikhs for Jus-
tice an unlawful association, citing its
involvement in extremist activities.
Pannun and its members deny these al-
legations.

Raju is not as well known as Pannun
internationally, but he said he is active
with organizing referendums.

He said he does not have enemies,
and suspects the shooting was motivat-
ed by a desire to stoke fear in those sup-
porting the Khalistan movement.

“They want to stop the Khalistan ref-
erendum,” he said. “But this attack on
me and the death threats is not going to
deter me from continuing the cam-
paign.” 

FBI probing attack on Sikh separatist
Calif. activist had close
ties with slain leader
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Protesters hold Khalistan flags, as well as a banner with the picture of slain Sikh separatist leader Hardeep Singh Nijjar,
during a protest outside India’s consulate in Toronto last year. CARLOS OSORIO/REUTERS FILE

A federal judge agreed to dismiss
part of the most serious charge against
two former police officers in Lousiville,
Kentucky, accused of falsifying a
search warrant that led to colleagues
killing Breonna Taylor, an unarmed
Black medical worker, in her apartment
in 2020. 

Joshua Jaynes, a former Louisville
Police Department detective, and Kyle
Meany, a former Louisville sergeant,
are accused of knowingly making false
statements in their application to a
judge for a “no knock” warrant to
search Taylor’s home.

Louisville police were investigating
a man whom Taylor had previously dat-
ed, suspecting him of drug trafficking.
Three officers used a battering ram to
enter Taylor’s apartment after mid-
night, startling Taylor and her boy-
friend, Kenneth Walker, who fired his
gun at what he believed were burglars,
according to prosecutors.

Two officers returned fire, shooting
22 bullets and killing Taylor, who was
unarmed. Police found no drugs in the
apartment. Taylor’s killing was decried
around the world in 2020 by street pro-
tests against the disproportionate use
of violence by U.S. police against Black
people.

Jaynes and Keany were not part of
the team that went to Taylor’s apart-
ment.

They were both charged with de-
priving Taylor of her civil rights, includ-

ing a right not to be subject to an unrea-
sonable search, by obtaining the search
warrant on false grounds, knowing it
would result in armed officers storming
her apartment.

Prosecutors from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice’s Civil Rights Division
said in its indictment that the rights vi-
olation “involved the use of a weapon
and resulted in Taylor’s death,” making
the charge a felony crime for which
they faced a sentence of life in prison if
convicted.

U.S. District Judge Charles Simpson
in Louisville agreed with Jaynes’ and
Keany’s motion to dismiss that part of
the indictment in an order issued on
Thursday, writing that “the Court finds
that the warrantless entry was not the
actual cause of Taylor’s death.”

“Even if police had a valid warrant,
the alleged post-midnight, busting in
would have frightened K.W. who would
have fired, prompting the lethal return
fire from the officers,” the judge wrote,
using Kenneth Walker’s initials.

Simpson denied the defendants’ re-
quests to dismiss all the other charges;
both still face the charge of depriving
Taylor of her rights as government offi-
cials as a misdemeanor crime, with a
maximum sentence of a year in prison.

Jaynes also continues to face two
cover-up charges, including one of con-
spiring to falsify evidence to FBI agents
investigating the warrant, a felony that
carries a maximum sentence of 20
years in prison. Meany faces a charge of
making false statements to the FBI.

Breonna Taylor’s
killing was
decried in 2020
by protests
against the
disproportionate
use of violence by
police against
Black Americans.
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Judge dismisses felony for
ex-officers in Taylor case
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A former Florida sheriff’s deputy
was charged on Friday with man-
slaughter in the shooting death of a
Black man who responded to a knock
on his apartment door, prosecutors
said. 

Former Deputy Eddie Duran, who
was previously fired by the Okaloosa
County sheriff, was charged in the May
3 killing of Air Force airman Roger Fort-
son, 23, in Fort Walton Beach, state
prosecutor Greg Marcille said by
phone. Authorities issued a warrant for
his arrest on Friday.

Body camera video from Duran, who
was responding to a domestic violence
call, showed he banged on Fortson’s
apartment door unannounced. The
deputy followed up with more loud
knocks and twice said he was with the
sheriff’s department.

The video showed Fortson opening
the door and holding a handgun at his
side, pointed down. He did not point
the gun at the deputy. Duran immedi-
ately opened fire multiple times at close
range. Fortson later died in a local hos-
pital.

Duran, who faces up to 30 years in
prison if convicted, could not immedi-
ately be reached for comment, and it
was not clear if an attorney was repre-
senting him.

Ben Crump, a prominent civil rights
attorney who is representing Fortson’s
family, said in a written statement that
this was a first step toward justice.

“Nothing can ever bring Roger back,
and our fight is far from over, but we are
hopeful that this arrest and these
charges will result in real justice for the
Fortson family,” Crump said.

Fortson’s family insists that the
sheriff’s deputy mistakenly targeted
Fortson’s apartment. They have point-
ed out that he was talking on the phone
with his girlfriend before the shooting
and nobody else was inside of the
apartment.

An investigation by the Okaloosa

County Sheriff’s Office found that
someone from the apartment complex
called a non-emergency sheriff’s de-
partment phone line to report that they
heard a couple fighting in Fortson’s
apartment.

Crump, the family’s attorney, has
said Fortson was on a Facetime call
with his girlfriend when he heard a
knock on his door. He asked, “Who is
it?” but did not get a response, Crump
said, relating the girlfriend’s account.

Fortson then retrieved a gun he
owned legally and walked back through
his living room toward the door, Crump
said.

The killing was reminiscent of an
unannounced police raid in Louisville,
Kentucky, in March 2020, when police
burst into the apartment of Breonna
Taylor, a 26-year-old Black woman who
was an emergency medical technician,
killing her. Police had obtained a “no
knock” warrant to raid the apartment,
mistaking it for the home of a suspect.

On Friday, a federal judge agreed to
dismiss part of the most serious charge
against two former police officers who
faced charges in Taylor’s killing.

Taylor’s death, along with the killing
of George Floyd by Minneapolis police
weeks later, set off a worldwide wave of
protests against racism in law enforce-
ment in the summer of 2020. 

Former deputy charged in
killing of Black man in Fla.
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Chantemekki Fortson, center, mother
of Roger Fortson, listens as attorney
Ben Crump, left, speaks in Atlanta on
June 3. A former Florida deputy was
charged in the May 3 killing of Roger
Fortson. ALYSSA POINTER/REUTERS FILE


