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WASHINGTON – U.S. Rep. Bill Pa-
screll has died at age 87, his family said
on social media on Wednesday. 

Pascrell, a Democrat representing a
northern New Jersey district in the
House of Representatives, was repeat-
edly hospitalized this summer with a
respiratory illness.

“As our United States Representa-
tive, Bill fought to his last breath to re-
turn to the job he cherished and to the
people he loved,” his family said in a
message posted to Pascrell’s congres-

sional social media ac-
count. “He is now at
peace after a lifetime de-
voted to our great nation
America.”

Pascrell served in the
House since 1997 and was
running for reelection in

the Nov. 5 U.S. general election. Had he
won, he would have been the oldest
serving member of the House.

As a member of the House Ways and
Means Committee, Pascrell led the fight
for access to former Republican Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s tax returns while
he was in office.

Prior to his House tenure, Pascrell
served as mayor of his hometown of
Paterson, New Jersey, and as a state
lawmaker before that. 

He worked as a high school teacher
and college professor before getting into
politics.

New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy said in
a statement that he was deeply sad-
dened by Pascrell’s death, calling him “a
unifier in every sense of the word.”

Pascrell’s district is considered a safe
seat for Democrats. According to state
law, county party leaders will choose a
nominee to replace him before an Aug.
29 deadline.
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A Missouri inmate convicted of fatal-
ly stabbing a woman in 1998 will avoid
the death penalty and instead be sen-
tenced to life in prison without the pos-
sibility of parole, prosecutors said on
Wednesday, after DNA testing of the
murder weapon did not match him. 

Marcellus Williams, 55, who had
been scheduled to be put to death next
month, will enter what is known as an
“Alford plea” to a first-degree murder

charge on Thursday as part of a deal
with prosecutors that vacates his origi-
nal conviction.

The plea allows Williams to continue
to maintain his innocence, as he has
done since the murder, while forgoing a
new trial and accepting the recom-
mended sentence.

In an order, Judge Bruce Hilton in St.
Louis County Circuit Court said that the
St. Louis Prosecuting Attorney’s office
conceded there were “constitutional er-
rors” during the trial that “undermine
confidence” in the verdict. He also noted
that the family of the victim, Felicia
“Lisha” Gayle, did not wish for Williams
to be executed.

Gayle was stabbed 43 times in her

suburban home, and Wil-
liams was convicted in
2001 largely on the testi-
mony of two witnesses
whom prosecutors have
now described in court
papers as “unreliable.”

Prosecutors had ini-
tially concluded that DNA tests exclud-
ed Williams. Additional testing, howev-
er, found the lead investigator’s DNA on
the knife, which suggested the weapon
had been mishandled and contaminat-
ed at the time but did not definitively ex-
clude Williams.

Williams’ attorney, Tricia Rojo Bush-
nell, said in a statement that no reliable
evidence has ever connected her client

to the crime.
“Marcellus Williams is an innocent

man, and nothing about today’s plea
agreement changes that fact,” she said
in a statement. “By agreeing to an Alford
plea, the parties will bring a measure of
finality to Felicia Gayle’s family, while
ensuring that Mr. Williams will remain
alive as we continue to pursue new evi-
dence to prove, once and for all, that he
is innocent.”

Missouri Attorney General Andrew
Bailey opposed the court’s decision, ar-
guing that the evidence used to convict
Williams remained undisturbed. A
spokesperson for the St. Louis Prose-
cuting Attorney said the office expects
Bailey to appeal Wednesday’s decision. 
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The Massachusetts Institute of
Technology’s incoming freshman
class this year dropped to just 16%
Black, Hispanic, Native American or
Pacific Islander students compared to
31% in previous years after the U.S. Su-
preme Court banned colleges from us-
ing race as a factor in admissions in
2023, the elite engineering school said. 

The proportion of Asian American
students in the incoming class rose
from 41% to 47%, while white students
made up about the same share of the
class as in recent years.

MIT administrators said the statis-
tics are the result of the Supreme
Court’s decision last year to ban af-
firmative action, a practice that many
selective U.S. colleges and universities
used for decades to boost enrollment
of underrepresented minority groups.

Harvard and the University of
North Carolina, the defendants in the
Supreme Court case, argued that they
wanted to promote diversity to offer
educational opportunities broadly and
bring a range of perspectives to their
campuses. 

The conservative-leaning court
ruled that their race-conscious admis-
sions practices violated the U.S. Con-
stitution’s promise of equal protection
under the law.

“The class is, as always, outstand-
ing across multiple dimensions,” MIT
President Sally Kornbluth said in a
statement about the Class of 2028.

“But what it does not bring, as a
consequence of last year’s Supreme
Court decision, is the same degree of
broad racial and ethnic diversity that
the MIT community has worked to-
gether to achieve over the past several
decades.”

This year’s freshman class at MIT is
5% Black, 1% American Indian/Alas-
kan Native, 11% Hispanic and 0% Na-
tive Hawaiian/Pacific Islander. It is
47% Asian American and 37% white.
(Some students identified as more
than one racial group).

U.S. college administrators re-
vamped their recruitment and admis-
sions strategies to comply with the
court ruling and try to keep historically
marginalized groups in their applicant
and admit pool.

Kornbluth said MIT’s efforts had
apparently not been effective enough,
and going forward the school would
better advertise its generous financial
aid and invest in expanding access to
science and math education for young
students across the country to miti-
gate their enrollment gaps.
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WASHINGTON – Senior officials from the U.S. State Department and

the White House met with the Dalai Lama in New York on Wednesday

and “reaffirmed the U.S. commitment to advancing the human rights of

Tibetans,” the State Department said. h The meeting with the 89-year-

old exiled spiritual leader of Tibetan Buddhism will likely irritate Chi-

na, which considers him a dangerous separatist and opposes contact

by officials of any country with him.

The Dalai Lama, who fled to India in
1959 after a failed uprising against Chi-
nese rule in Tibet, traveled to New York
in June for medical treatment on his
knees, his first visit to the United States
since 2017.

A State Department statement said
Uzra Zeya, the U.S. undersecretary of
state for human rights and special co-
ordinator for Tibetan issues, traveled to
New York for an audience with the Da-
lai Lama, joined by the White House di-
rector for human rights, Kelly Razzouk.

It said Zeya “conveyed, on behalf of
President Biden, best wishes for His
Holiness’s good health and reaffirmed
the U.S. commitment to advancing the
human rights of Tibetans and support-

ing efforts to preserve their distinct his-
torical, linguistic, cultural, and reli-
gious heritage.”

Zeya discussed U.S. efforts to ad-
dress human rights abuses in Tibet and
support for a resumption of dialogue
between China and the Dalai Lama, the
statement said.

A spokesperson for the Chinese Em-
bassy in Washington, Liu Pengyu, said
China was “gravely concerned” over the
meeting and urged the U.S. to have no
contact with the Dalai Lama.

A group of U.S. lawmakers met the
Dalai Lama in India before his U.S. trip
and said they would not allow China to
influence the choice of his successor.

Last month, China expressed strong

opposition to a U.S. law signed by Presi-
dent Joe Biden that presses Beijing to
resolve a dispute over Tibet’s demands
for greater autonomy and vowed to
“firmly defend” its interests.

The Dalai Lama has met U.S. officials,
including U.S. presidents, during previ-
ous visits to the U.S., but Biden has not
met him since taking office in 2021.

In 2020, Biden criticized then-Presi-
dent Donald Trump for being the only
president in three decades who had not
met or spoken with the Tibetan spiritual
leader, calling it “disgraceful.”

Wednesday’s meeting came at a time
when Biden has sought to stabilize
rocky ties with China ahead of a presi-
dential election on Nov. 5.

In June, crowds waited for the Dalai Lama’s arrival outside a hotel where he was staying in New York City.
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