
Democrat and Chronicle - 08/17/2024 Page : NN05

August 17, 2024 6:52 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

NATION & WORLD EXTRA - USA TODAY NETWORK | SATURDAY, AUGUST 17, 2024 | 5NN

WASHINGTON – President Joe Biden
on Friday designated a national monu-
ment to commemorate a 1908 race riot
in Springfield, Illinois, that left several
people dead, hundreds injured and de-
stroyed dozens of Black-owned busi-
nesses and homes. 

In August 1908, mobs of white resi-
dents tore through Illinois’ capital city
under the pretext of meting out judg-
ment against two jailed Black men. Af-
ter authorities secretly moved the pris-
oners to another lockup miles away, the
mob took out its anger on the city’s
Black population.

The riot fueled the formation of the
NAACP, an influential civil rights or-
ganization, in 1909.

A ceremony held on Friday in the
Oval Office featured civil rights leaders
and community leaders from Spring-
field, which is also President Abraham
Lincoln’s hometown.

“We’ve made a lot of progress but we
can’t never stop,” Biden said during the
event, adding that it was important for
people to remember what had hap-
pened.

The move came amid efforts, Biden
said, to “erase” the country’s history,
which serves as a warning to Americans
about the risks “if we don’t fight for this
democracy.” Books dealing with race is-
sues have been a target for book bans
sought by conservative advocacy
groups.

“The new national monument will
tell the story of a horrific attack by a
white mob on a Black community that
was representative of the racism, in-
timidation, and violence that Black
Americans experienced across the
country,” the White House said in a
statement.

The event comes a few weeks after
the fatal July shooting of Sonya Massey,
a 36-year-old Black woman, by a white
sheriff’s deputy in her Springfield home
after she called 911 for help.

Massey’s death has reignited the de-

bate over police brutality against Black
Americans four years after the murder
of George Floyd by the police in Minne-
apolis, which led to protests over racial
inequality.

Site of 1908 race riot now
protected by designation 
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Troops march after an August 1908 race riot in Springfield, Ill., that left several people dead, hundreds injured and
destroyed dozens of Black-owned businesses and homes. ABRAHAM LINCOLN PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM/HANDOUT VIA REUTERS

Biden approves Illinois monument

President Joe Biden is applauded after signing a proclamation to designate the
site of the 1908 Springfield, Ill., race riot as a national monument in the Oval
Office of the White House on Friday. ANNA MONEYMAKER/GETTY IMAGES

“The new national
monument will tell the story
of a horrific attack by a
white mob on a Black
community that was
representative of the
racism, intimidation, and
violence that Black
Americans experienced
across the country.”
White House statement

A carnival float featuring a Hindu
temple that is planned for an upcom-
ing India Day Parade in New York City
has sparked controversy, with a num-
ber of groups calling it anti-Muslim
and saying it should be removed from
the event. 

The float depicts a temple to the
Hindu god Lord Ram, which was con-
secrated earlier this year on a site in
Ayodhya, India, believed to be his
birthplace. But the temple site has
long been bitterly contested between
Hindus and Muslims, and in the early
1990s a mosque that stood there was
razed by a Hindu fundamentalist
mob.

Some U.S.-based organizations
have written a letter to New York City
Mayor Eric Adams and New York Gov.
Kathy Hochul, calling the float anti-
Muslim and saying it glorified the
mosque’s takedown. Among groups
who signed the letter were the Council
on American Islamic Relations, the
Indian American Muslim Council and
Hindus for Human Rights.

“This float’s presence represents
these groups’ desire to conflate Hindu
nationalist ideology with Indian iden-
tity, but India is a secular country,” the
letter said.

The Vishwa Hindu Parishad of
America, which is organizing the
float, says it represents a Hindu place
of worship and aims to glorify a deity
seen as an important part of Indian
and Hindu identity. The Hindu Amer-
ican Foundation said it was an exer-
cise of free speech.

The Federation of Indian Associa-
tions, which runs Sunday’s event,
said the parade represents India’s cul-
tural diversity and will feature floats
from a range of communities.

“There’s no room for hate,” Adams
said at a news conference earlier this
week. “If there is a float or a person in
the parade that’s promoting hate,
they should not.”
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Controversy
erupts over
Hindu temple
float in NYC 

decade veteran of oil fields around the
globe, has become one of its most vocal
critics.

Armed with a portable gas detector
and mobile phone, Dunlap has spent
much of the last two-and-a-half years
documenting a flurry of oil well blow-
outs and leaks across West Texas at the
behest of landowners, in an epidemic
he says is being caused by low-quality
plugging jobs left behind by operators
and their contractors and approved by
the RRC. 

He and his partner Sarah Stogner, an
oil and gas lawyer who documents their
work on social media, say they have
now recorded over 100 leaking legacy or
“orphan” wells with no responsible
owner, which were listed in RRC records
as properly plugged, including the one
at the Briggs Ranch in Pecos County.

Reuters reporting in West Texas,
along with interviews with landowners
and experts and a review of RRC rec-
ords show why the state regulator is un-
der increased pressure to step up its
oversight. 

The added scrutiny comes at a time
when over the last two years, more and
more abandoned wells have started to
spill or even gushed geyser-like, formed
salt and chemical-laden lakes or caused
sinkholes. 

Making matters worse is the rising
pressure pushing up from beneath the
ground due to the billions of gallons of
wastewater injected back into reser-
voirs for disposal in latest fracking-led
drilling boom in the Permian basin, the
largest U.S. oilfield. That pressure,
Dunlap says, likely causes the badly
plugged wells to burst. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency said it would investigate
whether to revoke the RRC’s permitting
authority for waste disposal wells after
Texas watchdog group Commission
Shift filed a federal complaint alleging
mismanagement.

RRC spokesperson Patty Ramon said
the EPA has not yet contacted them to
launch the review, and noted the agen-
cy previously commended its under-
ground injection program.

“We will assist them with any input
if they do,” Ramon said.

Faced with the rising number of calls
from worried landowners, Dunlap is
running a long-shot campaign to win

one of the three RRC seats as a Libertar-
ian this fall, hoping to change the or-
ganization from within.

“It’s about seeing that things are
done right and not letting oil companies
run over the citizens of Texas just be-
cause they produce oil and gas and pay
some royalties,” he told Reuters. 

Among the changes he would like to
see: quicker and better quality plugging
of wells, accountability for the oil com-
panies who left them behind, and a new
name for the Railroad Commission to
make clear it regulates the oil industry.

Without a solvent owner of record,
the responsibility of plugging these or-
phan wells falls on the RRC, which
plans to plug 2,000 wells this year with
state funds.

While the RRC has documented over
8,500 inactive or unplugged orphan
wells in Texas, experts estimate there
are thousands more undocumented,
the legacy of more than a century of
drilling, that are not eligible for closure
funding.

Meanwhile, oil drillers working new
wells in the Permian overlying Texas
and New Mexico are accumulating
around 24 million barrels daily of “pro-
duced water” – the salty mixture that
comes up alongside oil and gas, accord-
ing to Laura Capper with energy advi-
sory EnergyMakers. Between 40-55%
of this water is injected in local disposal
wells, with much of the rest reused for
oil operations, she said. 

On top of concerns of produced wa-

ter – laden with chemicals like radium
and boron – threatening local aquifers
and vegetation, all the drilling, pump-
ing, and reinjection is causing the earth
to rise and subside in places and trig-
gering quakes, landowners and activ-
ists say. 

“It is this perfect storm in the Perm-
ian with all this produced water, earth-
quakes and orphan wells,” said Adam
Peltz, director of the Environmental De-
fense Fund’s Energy Program. 

The RRC pushed back on the asser-
tion that the problem is widespread.

“There is little evidence of a wide-
spread occurrence of previously
plugged wells leaking,” Ramon said,
adding that commission inspectors put
“high-risk, high-priority wells” at the
top of their plugging list. 

Back in Pecos County on the 800-
acre Briggs ranch that has 30 aban-
doned wells last productive in the
1980s, Laura Briggs said things have
only been getting worse.

Less than one week after Dunlap dug
up the previously plugged well on the
property, a separate old leaking well
less than 1,000 feet from her house and
animal pens suddenly had an explosive
blowout of produced water. Briggs’ gas
monitor showed high levels of toxic hy-
drogen sulfide. 

“It’s been leaking for a year. I’ve re-
ported it to the commission multiple
times,” she said. “But it has to leak like
this before the Railroad Commission
will respond.”

Oil well control specialist Hawk Dunlap touches a leaking well in Ward County,
Texas, last month. ADREES LATIF/REUTERS
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