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Bills sign former Cowboys, 
XFL quarterback DiNucci
SPORTS, 1C

Denver Street was quiet by the time Wanda Ridgeway arrived.

h The gunfire that struck three young people earlier Monday eve-

ning, Aug. 12, had stopped. One teen was dead. The crowd of neigh-

bors who rushed to their aid had mostly retreated back inside their

homes. A few stood on their front porch, shaking their heads sol-

emnly as they met Ridgeway’s gaze. h She understood that feeling

of defeat.

Crime scene tape remains on a fence on
Denver Street on Tuesday after three people
were shot, one fatally, on Hazelwood Terrace
near Denver on Monday. TINA

MACINTYRE-YEE/DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

‘We’re
losing
way too
many’

Despair persists over lives forever
affected by Rochester gun violence 

If you have information
Anyone with information about a shooting is asked to call 911 or the
Rochester Police Department’s Major Crimes Unit at (585) 428-7157 or email
MajorCrimes@cityofrochester.gov. You can reach Rise Up Rochester at (585)
454-3060 or at RiseUpRochester@yahoo.com.

Kayla Canne Rochester Democrat and Chronicle | USA TODAY NETWORK

A small collection of candles was left
near the corner of Hazelwood Terrace
and Denver Street after a 19-year-old
woman was shot and killed there.
KAYLA CANNE/DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

See LOSING, Page 4A

A Livingston County jury Tuesday
awarded more than $287 million to the
estate of a woman killed in a Harley-Da-
vidson accident as well as to a survivor.

Pamela SinClair of Livingston Coun-
ty was killed in a June 2020 accident in
Hamlin Township, western Pennsylva-
nia; she was aboard a trike — a three-
wheeled motorcycle — with her long-
time companion, Harold Morris.

The jury determined last week that
the company had a defective traction-
control system with the motorcycle, a
2019 Harley-Davidson Trik-Tri Glide Ul-
tra, which contributed to or caused the
fatal crash, the Milwaukee Journal Sen-
tinel reported. Harley-Davidson is
based in Milwaukee.

“The system’s software malfunc-
tioned, causing 75-year-old Morris to
lose control of the three-wheel motor-
cycle and go off the highway,” the Jour-
nal Sentinel reported. “He was seriously
injured while 63-year-old SinClair, his
passenger, died from her injuries.”

The amount includes $120 million in
punitive damages to Morris and an ad-
ditional $120 million in punitive dam-
ages to the estate of SinClair, said attor-
neys for Morris and the estate.

Survivors
awarded
$287M in
trike case
Harley-Davidson vehicle
system at fault in death 
Gary Craig
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See TRIKE, Page 4A

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. was barred
from running for president in New York
on Monday when a judge invalidated
his candidate petition for wrongly
claiming he lives in New York.

The decision followed a four-day
trial last week about whether Kennedy
truly lived at the Westchester County
address on his petition and if lying
about it should disqualify him. Kenne-
dy, who moved to California in 2014 af-
ter living in Westchester for three dec-
ades, had listed his friends’ house in Ka-
tonah and insisted that was his true
home during the case.

In a 34-page ruling, state Supreme
Court Justice Christina Ryba found that
Kennedy’s presence at his friends’
home was “virtually nonexistent” and
that he used their address solely “for the
purpose of maintaining his voter regis-
tration and furthering his own political
aspirations in this State.” She called his
residency claim “a sham” and ruled the
petition void for that reason, barring
him from the Nov. 5 election ballot.

Ruling bars
RFK Jr. from
state ballot 
Chris McKenna
New York State Team

USA TODAY NETWORK

See RFK JR., Page 5A
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Gun violence in Rochester is down so
far this year. Fewer people have been
shot compared to this time last year,
though homicides remain steady, ac-
cording to data from the Rochester Po-
lice Department.

“It doesn’t seem like it,” Ridgeway
said, even as she knows the data better
than most. She responds to nearly every
homicide as director of Rise Up Roches-
ter, a nonprofit that provides wrap-
around services for shooting victims
and their families.

Gun violence at Maplewood Park
still resonates

The city is still reeling from a mass
shooting at Maplewood Park last month
that killed two, injured five and sent
dozens scrambling for safety. Police
have not yet arrested anyone. In June,
six people were shot during a late night
gathering at Martin Luther King Jr. Me-
morial Park.

Monday’s triple shooting claimed the
life of 19-year-old Rukia Issack and left a
16-year-old boy in critical condition. The
third victim, a 15-year-old boy, was hos-
pitalized but in stable condition, police
said.

They were shot next to a vibrant
community garden, its first sunflowers
in bloom.

By Tuesday afternoon, there were
few signs of the tragedy that took place
there not 24 hours before. Crime scene
tape dangled from the edge of a nearby
garbage bin. A small collection of can-
dles sat alongside small flowers lodged
in fresh mulch.

“We’re losing way too many,” Ridge-
way said. “Way too many.” 

Community mistrust in police
persists

At a press conference last week, May-
or Malik Evans said the city’s success in
reducing shootings offers little solace to
current victims of gun violence.

“We’re still not satisfied, because if
you have people being shot in a park, or
people sitting on their porch being shot
at, that is not something that should
take place in a civilized society,” he said.

“How can I be satisfied when I was
just on the phone with Tyasia Man-
ning’s father?” Evans added, referenc-
ing one of the two women who were
killed in the Maplewood Park shooting.

Efforts to interrupt gun violence pre-
sent a puzzling paradox: Police often
need the community’s help to solve vio-
lent crime, but Ridgeway acknowledged
that a legacy of police brutality toward

people of color leave many hesitant to
speak up. And every new story of a
Black person wronged by police —
whether in Rochester or in other cities
near and far — furthers that divide. 

“The community don’t really know
what to do,” she said. “They don’t know
who to trust. Every time we think we’re
in a healing process (with the police),
something happens.”

Also, sometimes the fear of retribu-
tion from shooters keeps people from
speaking to police.

The silence is in some ways contrib-
uting to Rochester’s gun violence epi-
demic. Ridgeway said it sometimes feels
like the community has given up on it-
self: “They go into their house and shut
their doors — until death comes knock-
ing at their door. Then it’s like, nobody’s
doing anything. No, we’re trying.”

“We got to start trusting somewhere,”

she added. “I tell people all the time —
maybe you don’t want to talk to the po-
lice, but I will. It’s our duty. As civilians,
it’s our duty. We’re supposed to tell what
happens.” 

Former student gunned down in
Rochester attack

Monday’s shooting hit close to home.
Issack was Ridgeway’s former stu-

dent in the city school district. She re-
membered the girl’s eyes, always seem-
ingly searching for love and connection.
Issack would often visit Ridgeway’s
classroom for a quiet space to take a
break. 

On Tuesday, Ridgeway was thinking
of the next generation. The Rochester
Rams Pop Warner football team was
practicing around the corner at School
No. 33 off Parkside Avenue when the
shots rang out on Denver Street. 

“How do we make sure they feel
safe?” Ridgeway wondered. 

Kayla Canne covers community safe-
ty, with a focus on police accountability,
government surveillance and how indi-
viduals are impacted by violence. Fol-
low her on Twitter @kaylacanne and
@bykaylacanne on Instagram. Get in
touch at kcanne@gannett.com.

Losing
Continued from Page 1A

Wanda Ridgeway, executive director of Rise Up Rochester, posts a flyer in the
entry of a corner store on Chili and Post Aves. during a community outreach walk
in 2023, letting people know about help they offer people affected by violence.
TINA MACINTYRE-YEE/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

“The community don’t really

know what to do. They don’t

know who to trust. Every

time we think we’re in a

healing process (with the

police), something

happens.”
Wanda Ridgeway
Director of Rise Up Rochester

The jury also awarded additional
compensation for pain and suffering,
loss of enjoyment of life, medical ex-
pense reimbursement, future medical
reimbursement and future pain and

suffering. Additional compensation was
awarded to family members of SinClair.
That brought the amount to more than
$287 million.

“Small town justice was served on a
big time corporation,” Morris’s attorney
Paul Edelstein said in a statement last
week to The Livingston County News.

In a deposition, Morris, who suffered
life-threatening injuries, said he was so

severely hurt that he did not recall the
accident, court records show.

“I do not have any memory of the ac-
cident from before the accident until
five to six weeks later,” said Morris, who
was hospitalized after the crash.

Harley-Davidson has contended that
operator error, not mechanical failures,
caused the accidents.

Morris, of Caledonia, also was in-

volved in a 2019 less severe accident
with the trike. In that incident, the
trike’s brakes locked and Morris lost
control. 

He took the trike to a Harley-David-
son shop for repairs afterward.

Harley-Davidson has said it will ap-
peal the jury’s verdict.

(Includes reporting from Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel reporter Rick Barrett)

Trike
Continued from Page 1A


