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Reports: Japan PM Kishida 
to step down in September

TOKYO – Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida will step down as ruling
party leader in September, media re-
ported on Wednesday, ending a three-
year term during which he pushed for
higher wages and ramped up defense
spending.

Kishida, who saw his public support
erode amid a series of scandals and
amid political squabbling, will not
seek reelection as the Liberal Demo-
cratic Party leader, local media includ-
ing public broadcaster NHK reported,
citing senior administration staff.

His decision to quit will trigger a
contest to replace him as party boss,
and by extension as the leader of the
world’s fourth-biggest economy.

His successor will face rising living
costs, escalating geopolitical tensions
and the potential return of Donald
Trump as U.S. president next year.

Pentagon: 8 US troops injured in
Syria drone attack last week

WASHINGTON – Eight U.S. service
members were injured in a drone at-
tack on a base in Syria last week, the
Pentagon said on Tuesday, its first re-
port of casualty figures in the incident.

Reuters first reported that several
U.S. and coalition personnel were
wounded in a drone attack on Friday at
Rumalyn Landing Zone, which hosts
troops from the U.S. and other coun-
tries in the U.S.-led coalition.

Pentagon spokesperson Air Force
Maj.Gen. Patrick Ryder told reporters
on Tuesday that three personnel had
already returned to duty. The eight
troops were treated for traumatic brain
injury and smoke inhalation.

Ryder added that the U.S. believed
that the attack was carried out by Iran-
backed forces but the Pentagon was
working to determine which one.

Texas sues GM for allegedly
violating drivers’ privacy

General Motors has been sued by
the state of Texas, which accused the
automaker of installing technology on
more than 14 million vehicles to collect
data about drivers, which it then sold
to insurers and other companies with-
out drivers’ consent.

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton
said Tuesday’s lawsuit arose from a
probe announced in June into whether
several automakers collected and sold
mass amounts of data without drivers’
knowledge.

Paxton said GM’s data was used to
compile “Driving Scores” assessing
whether more than 1.8 million Texas
drivers had “bad” habits such as
speeding, braking too fast, steering too
sharply into turns, not using seatbelts
and driving late at night. Insurers
could then use the data when deciding
whether to raise premiums, cancel
policies or deny coverage, Paxton said.

The technology was allegedly in-
stalled on most GM vehicles starting
with the 2015 model year.

Paxton said GM’s practice was for
dealers to subject unwitting consum-
ers who had just completed the stress-
ful buying and leasing process into be-
lieving that enrolling in its OnStar di-
agnostic products, which collected the
data, was mandatory.

GM said in a emailed statement:
“We’ve been in discussions with the
Attorney General’s office and are re-
viewing the complaint. We share the
desire to protect consumers’ privacy.”

Haiti’s child death toll mounts 
as security mission lags

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti – At least
five Haitian children have been killed
or injured a week so far in 2024, char-
ity Save the Children said on Tuesday,
urging the United Nations and security
forces to do more to protect kids from
crossfire and gang violence.

Haiti in 2022 called for a security
mission to help its under-resourced
police fight gangs that have taken over
most of the capital, bringing indis-
criminate killings, gang rape, extortion
and recruiting minors into their ranks.

But progress has been slow and so
far just 400 Kenyan police mandated
to lead a U.N.-ratified mission have de-
ployed in Haiti, while countries have
lagged in delivering on promises of
funds, personnel and armored trucks.

Citing U.N. data, Save the Children
said at least 131 children were killed or
injured in the first six months of 2024,
often due to stray bullets or reprisals
for supporting rival gangs or police,
and said the true numbers were likely
much higher.

“Behind these horrifying numbers
are real children who have been se-
verely harmed or killed,” said Chantal
Sylvie Imbeault, the charity’s Haiti di-
rector.

Reuters

IN BRIEF

A grand jury indicted an Ohio police
officer on four counts of murder on
Tuesday for his fatal shooting of a 21-
year-old pregnant Black woman in a
grocery store parking lot. 

Blendon Township Police Officer
Connor Grubb and another officer ap-
proached Ta’Kiya Young in her car on
Aug. 24, 2023, suspecting her of shop-
lifting.

Police released body-worn camera
video that showed both officers order-
ing Young to get out of her car, which
she refused, telling them she had not
stolen anything. One of the officers,
identified by county prosecutors as
Grubb, stood in front of her car and
aimed his gun at her through the wind-
shield.

“You gonna shoot me?” Young can be
heard saying. She slowly drove forward,
turning her wheels to the right and
away from the officer. Grubb placed his
left hand on the hood and fired one shot
through the windshield as the car
struck him in the leg.

Young and her unborn daughter
were declared dead at a hospital.

The grand jury at the Franklin Coun-
ty Court of Common Pleas voted to in-
dict Grubb on four counts of murder,
four counts of felonious assault and
two counts of involuntary manslaugh-
ter. The case is being handled by the
prosecutors’ office in neighboring
Montgomery County.

Grubb, who is due in court on
Wednesday for his arraignment, could
not immediately be reached for com-
ment and it was not clear whether he
had an attorney.

His labor union, Capital City Lodge
#9 of the Fraternal Order of Police, said

it was disappointed by what it called a
“politically motivated” indictment.

“Like all law-enforcement officers,
Officer Grubb had to make a split-sec-
ond decision,” Brian Steel, the union’s
president, said in a statement. “These
decisions are made under extreme
pressure and often in life-threatening
situations, with the primary goal of
safeguarding the general public’s and
their own lives.”

A lawyer for Young’s family, Sean
Walton, called the indictment a “sol-
emn victory” in the family’s pursuit of
justice for what they called an act of
brutality. U.S. police have been criti-
cized for using excessive force and for
killing unarmed Black people.

“The actions that led to the death of

Ta’Kiya – the unnecessary aggression,
the chilling commands that amounted
to ‘comply or die’ – were there for us all
to witness in dreadful clarity,” Walton
said in a statement.

Blendon Police Chief John Belford
said in a statement that Grubb, who has
been on administrative leave since the
shooting, would now face disciplinary
proceedings, noting that Ohio law for-
bids anyone under indictment from
having a gun.

Belford said his officer was pre-
sumed innocent until proven other-
wise. “I want to be very clear, we’re not
passing any judgment on whether offi-
cer Grubb acted properly,” the police
chief said. “We haven’t seen the evi-
dence.”

Ohio officer charged in
deaths of Black woman, child
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Family and friends mourn Ta’Kiya Young and her unborn daughter, who died last
year in a police-involved shooting, in Columbus, Ohio.
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WASHINGTON – The U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture said Tuesday it will
expand bird flu testing of beef entering
the food supply as part of its response
to the ongoing outbreak among dairy
cattle, adding that U.S. beef and dairy
products remain safe to consume. 

USDA officials, in a call with report-
ers along with staff from other U.S.
health agencies, said the tests will be-
gin in mid-September and urged live-
stock workers to remain vigilant.

Nearly 200 herds in 13 U.S. states
have contracted bird flu since March af-
ter the virus jumped from wild birds to
cows, according to USDA data.

The USDA in May tested 109 beef
samples from dairy cows sent to
slaughter and found bird flu virus parti-
cles in one cow’s tissue sample. Older
dairy cattle are often slaughtered for
ground beef.

The expanded testing will continue
for the rest of the year, and will focus on
beef from dairy cows, said Emilio Este-
ban, USDA’s under secretary for food
safety.

Eric Deeble, deputy under secretary
for marketing and regulatory programs,
said the USDA is confident with the cur-
rent level of bird-flu testing conducted
by the nation’s dairy farmers.

“I do feel that the response is ade-
quate,” he said.

The Food and Drug Administration is
talking with states about the plausibil-
ity of additional nationwide raw milk
testing, said Steve Grube, chief medical
officer of the Center for Food Safety and
Applied Nutrition.

Colorado implemented mandatory
weekly milk testing for dairy farmers on
July 22 and has since detected 10 addi-
tional positive herds in the state.

Farm workers remain at risk of bird-

flu infections so long as the virus circu-
lates among livestock, said Nirav Shah,
principal deputy director at the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention.

Thirteen poultry and dairy workers
have contracted bird flu since April, ac-
cording to the CDC.

The CDC is working on expanding its
surveillance wastewater testing to H5
viruses in advance of the fall and winter
flu season, Shah said.

USDA to expand bird flu testing 
of beef in slaughterhouses
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Expanded testing for bird flu will continue for the rest of the year and focus on
beef from dairy cows. JIM VONDRUSKA/REUTERS FILE

WASHINGTON – A U.S. Army intelli-
gence analyst on Tuesday pleaded
guilty to charges of conspiring to sell
military secrets to China, the Depart-
ment of Justice said. 

Korbein Schultz was charged in
March with conspiracy to disclose na-
tional defense information, exporting
defense articles and technical data
without a license, and bribery of a pub-
lic official.

Schultz, who held top secret clear-
ance, conspired with an individual who
lived in Hong Kong, whom he suspected
of being associated with the Chinese
government, to collect national defense

information, including classified infor-
mation and export-controlled technical
data related to U.S. military weapons
systems, in exchange for money, ac-
cording to charging and plea docu-
ments.

“Governments like China are aggres-
sively targeting our military personnel
and national security information and
we will do everything in our power to
ensure that information is safeguarded
from hostile foreign governments,” FBI
Executive Assistant Director Robert
Wells said in a statement.

Before he was arrested, he sent doz-
ens of sensitive and restricted – but un-
classified – military documents, the
Department of Justice said. 

A document discussing the lessons

learned by the Army from the Russia-
Ukraine war that it would apply in a de-
fense of Taiwan, documents relating to
Chinese military tactics, and a docu-
ment relating to U.S. military satellites
were among the items collected and
sent by Schultz.

Schultz was paid approximately
$42,000 for the information, according
to the department.

“By conspiring to transmit national
defense information to a person living
outside the United States, this defen-
dant callously put our national security
at risk to cash in on the trust our mil-
itary placed in him,” said Assistant At-
torney General Matthew G. Olsen.

Schultz is scheduled to be sentenced
on Jan. 23. 
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