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SPORTS Complete coverage in Sports Extra 
Look for MLB coverage in Sports Extra, our
subscriber-exclusive, eNewspaper section.

The city of Rochester will host the
first Frederick Douglass HBCU Classic,
which will bring football and opportu-
nity to the city’s youths.

With support from community
sponsors, including title sponsor Bald-
win Richardson Foods, the planned an-
nual event will be officially known as
“Baldwin Richardson Foods Presents
the Frederick Douglass HBCU Classic
Weekend of Hope.”

“This event is not just about foot-
ball; it’s about investing in our youth,
celebrating the rich culture of HBCUs,
and strengthening the bonds between

our community and law enforcement,”
Mayor Malik Evans said.

The Weekend of Hope will happen
Thursday, Sept. 19, through Sunday,
Sept. 22, at the Rochester Community
Sports Complex at 460 Oak St. 

Throughout the weekend, there will
be multiple opportunities for City of
Rochester high school students to en-
gage with HBCU alumni, athletic staff,
players and marching bands. There
will also be several public events for
the entire community to join the
celebration.

On Saturday, Sept. 21, there will be a
football game featuring Central State
University (Ohio) Marauders facing off
against the Albany State (Georgia)
Rams at 1 p.m. Tickets cost $25 and

include game day festivities beginning
at 9 a.m.

Following the game, the “5th quar-
ter” Battle of the Bands will feature
Central State’s Invincible Marching
Marauders and the Albany State
Marching Rams Show Band.

Residents will also be able to enjoy
public events like the alumni mixer at
Innovative Field and the Taste of Roch-
ester Classic Crawl, which highlights
Black businesses. Tickets are not re-
quired for public events.

Visit www.CityOfRochester.gov/
HBCUclassic for more information.

Contact Genae Shields
gshields@gannett.com or on Insta-
gram: @genaebriphoto for questions,
comments or concerns. 

Referee Brian Labigan of Ontario
brings the ball out to the kickoff line
for the start of the game at the
Rochester Community Sports Complex
in Rochester.
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Rochester announces first annual
Frederick Douglass HBCU Classic
Genae Shields
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle
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Eyes around the world have been
locked on the Paris 2024 Olympics.
Athletes and celebrities like Snoop
Dog have taken over our televisions
and living rooms as we cheer on our
country’s team, hoping for gold.

The 2028 Summer Olympics are
planned to take place in Los Angeles.
That’s a lot closer to Western New York
than Paris, but what if the Olympic
Torch was lit and carried throughout
the place we call home? 

Would Snoop and Martha Stewart
partner up and parade through the
Rochester city streets together? How
would the Olympic Games look if they
were to play out in the Rochester area?
Here are some ideas: 

Athletics/opening 
and closing ceremonies

Rochester Community Sports
Complex: This stadium could be used
for track and field events, though its
13,768 seating capacity is much less
than the 80,000 Stade de France, the
Paris Olympic stadium holds. The ven-
ue is home to the Flower City Union of
the National Premier Soccer League.
Before the Flower City Union, the sta-
dium hosted the Rochester Lancers
and Lady Lancers of the NPSL and
UWS in 2018.

Aquatics

Webster Aquatic Center: A top-
notch facility for swimming, diving,
and synchronized swimming events
that offers an Olympic-size swimming
pool.

The Genesee River: Appropriate
for open-water swimming competi-
tions.

Gymnastics

Blue Cross Arena: This large indoor
venue can host artistic and rhythmic
gymnastics events.

What if
Rochester
hosted the
Olympics?
Madison Scott
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle
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Sam Sarratori of Rochester, rides the
edge of the multi-depth bowl on his
skateboard at the Roc City Skatepark
in downtown Rochester in 2020.
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Preseason football presents a perplexing
dichotomy for Buffalo Bills coach Sean
McDermott and all of his NFL brethren.

On the one hand, they hate the three exhi-
bition games because football can be a dan-
gerous game and injuries always occur, some-
times serious ones that can derail a player’s
season, perhaps even a team’s season.

But they are also a necessary evil because
the preseason games play such a critical role
in determining position battles as well as who
makes the back end of the roster.

“It’s getting them ramped up and ready to 

Sal Maiorana
Columnist
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Bills wide receivers Keon Coleman, left, and K.J. Hamler share a laugh as they leave the field at the end of practice.
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Is Coleman
ready to shine?

5 things to watch in Bills vs. Bears preseason game

See MAIORANA, Page 2C
Bills running back Ray Davis secures the ball
as he runs an obstacle course.


