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The city of Rochester last month offi-
cially adopted a new urban forest mas-
ter plan, memorializing promises in the
past two years to expand the tree cano-
py throughout the city.

Previous versions of the plan, most
recently in 2012, were technical policy
documents having to do with planting
and maintenance schedules as well as
pest management practices. They were
highly competent plans that drew the
admiration of urban foresters elsewhere
in the country, but they made no men-
tion of a term that has come to dominate

the field: tree equity.
A 2023 series in the Democrat and

Chronicle described the way some parts
of the city, particularly the northeast
quadrant, have far fewer trees than the
greenest areas, mostly in the southeast.
That has profound effects on air tem-
perature, human health and home val-
ues, among other things.

Mayor Malik Evans adopted tree eq-
uity as a major goal of his administra-
tion and has made headway on an ambi-
tious plan to increase the city’s tree can-
opy by 6,000 during his first term, in-
cluding with the help of $3 million in
federal funding.
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City adopts
urban forest
master plan

New tree-planting blueprint seeks more
equitable distribution across Rochester 
Justin Murphy
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

City of Rochester
Department of
Environmental
Services, Parks
Operations & Forestry
crew members Stefan
Gassaway, left, and
Darien Cotten plant a
tree along the 400
block of Blossom
Road in Rochester on
Nov. 5, 2021. 
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See URBAN FOREST, Page 7A
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Monroe County has opened its first-
ever county-developed emergency
shelter in Rochester’s Corn Hill neigh-
borhood, County Executive Adam Bel-
lo announced Wednesday.

The Moving Forward Family Shelter
on Troup Street in the city’s oldest res-
idential neighborhood will house up to
58 families and will double the family
shelter space available in Monroe
County. Families must be referred
through the Department of Homeless
Services to be placed at the shelter.

The move will reduce the number of
unhoused families the county has
placed in hotels, Bello said in the re-
lease, and provide families with case
management services, activities,
meals, and transportation to school
and doctor’s appointments. 

New shelter 
in Corn Hill
can house
58 families
Will double space 
in Monroe County

Christina Chkarboul
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See FAMILY SHELTER, Page 6A

Seven people were shot — two fatal-
ly — Sunday evening at Maplewood
Park in Rochester.

Multiple gunshots were fired
around 6:20 p.m. at a large gathering
within the park,
near Bridge View
Drive, said Capt.
Greg Bello of the
Rochester Police
Department. 

Tyasia Manning,
25, died on Sunday
and several hours
later Phylicia Council, 34, also died
from her injuries, Rochester Police
Chief David Smith said at a late morn-
ing news conference.

2 people dead, 
5 wounded 
in Maplewood
Park shooting
Victoria E. Freile
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SHOOTING, Page 6A

Inside
Shooting site
once part of
segregated
neighborhood.
3A
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A future without credit card 
debt is not out of reach.

Begin your journey in shortening the time it takes to pay off your credit card debt 
and lowering the total amount you owe with Astrive’s debt relief program.

Estimates are based on prior results, which will vary depending on your specific enrolled creditors and your individual program terms. Not all clients are able to 

complete their program for various reasons, including their ability to save sufficient funds. There is no guarantee that your debts will be resolved for a specific 

amount or percentage or within a specific period of time. We do not assume your debts, make monthly payments to creditors or provide tax, bankruptcy, 

accounting or legal advice or credit repair services. Debt relief services are not available in all states, including New Jersey, and fees may vary from state to 

state. Please contact a tax professional to discuss potential tax consequences of less than full balance debt resolution. Read and understand all program 

materials prior to enrollment. The use of debt settlement services will likely adversely affect your creditworthiness, may result in you being subject to collections 

or being sued by creditors or collectors and may increase the outstanding balances of your enrolled accounts due to the accrual of fees and interest. However, 

negotiated settlements obtained on your behalf resolve the entire account, including all accrued fees and interest. C.P.D. Reg. No. T.S.12-03825.

585-467-8899
CONTACT US TODAY TO START GETTING BACK TO THE DEBT-FREE FUTURE YOU DESERVE.

Getting started with Astrive is simple.
Contact us for a free, no-obligation consultation.

We could design a cost-effective strategy that suits you.

Minimum payments could help reduce debt and get you back to living.

Most of those trees are being planted
in areas that currently lack canopy.

“Trees are considered a resource and
an essential component of Rochester’s
infrastructure,” the new master plan
states. “Equitable tree distribution, or
tree equity, is vital to the community to
ensure equitable access to the myriad of
benefits of which trees provide.”

There are about 67,000 trees on city
sidewalks and in its parks and cemeter-
ies, not counting densely wooded areas
like Washington Grove. Nearly a third of
them are maple trees, with honey locust,
oak and linden some of the other most
common species. 

About 80% of the trees are in fair or
good condition, but the proportion of old-
er trees has increased significantly since
the last full survey in 2012. That is good
from an ecological perspective but can

become costly in terms of maintenance.
There are about 10,000 sites available

for new trees to be planted, but many of
them are smaller than ideal — about 5
feet in diameter between the sidewalk
and street. According to the master plan,
the city will “aim to decrease paved
widths, in turn providing wider tree
lawns and increased growing space for
trees to thrive to maturity.”

The master plan was completed with
the help of a robust public outreach pro-
gram, including the hiring of eight com-
munity tree ambassadors who held pub-
lic meetings and led walking tours. The
city hopes to continue that ambassador
program in some way, according to the
master plan, and explore other commu-
nity partnerships.

The release of the new plan coincides
with the creation of a new interactive for-
estry dashboard on the city’s website,
where users can find granular detail on
where trees are being planted, trimmed
or removed, among other things. Go to
bit.ly/3A5WCP2.

Urban forest
Continued from Page 1A

Thick foliage shows signs of fall’s arrival in Washington Grove in Rochester on
Nov. 1, 2021. SHAWN DOWD/DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

A whirling vortex of smoke seen on
camera as the “Park Fire” in California
exploded Thursday looked just like a
tornado, but scientists are investigating
whether it was a rare fire tornado or just
a striking example of the extreme fire
behavior they’re seeing more often.

The massive rotating column moved
past a remote live camera in the moun-
tains northeast of Chico, California. 

“Wildfire plumes rotate, especially
with the ones that are growing quite
rapidly and the ones that are very in-
tense,” said Nick Nauslar, fire weather
science and operations officer for the
Storm Prediction Center, based at the
National Interagency Fire Center in Boi-
se, Idaho. “However we don’t always get
the really strong rotation.”

The rotating pillar of smoke shown
on the video is not the fire tornado,
Nauslar said. In this case, scientists
think a fire tornado could have been in-
side the swirling pillar, similar to the
way regular tornadoes can be camou-

flaged by intense rainfall wrapped
around them. 

All the ingredients were there for a
fire tornado, said Daniel Swain, a cli-
mate scientist with the UCLA Institute
of the Environment and Sustainability. 

In addition to the stunning video, sci-
entists are looking at the radar and re-
mote sensing data, which showed even
stronger evidence for a possible fire tor-
nado with strong winds, Swain said. Re-
ports from nearby firefighters of “strong
winds from different directions at the
same time” are further evidence, he
said. He called it a “strikingly clear in-
dication of a potentially tornado-
strength ‘pyrovortex.’ ”

A close look at the video shows a pair
of rotating vortexes, one rotating clock-
wise and the other rotating counter-
clockwise. That’s a behavior seen in
strong updrafts or fire plumes in other
fires that produced fire tornadoes, such
as the Carr Fire in Northern California in
2018, Nauslar said.

Rotating columns also produce
smaller rotating vortexes out ahead of
the plume, and those can be seen in the
video, he said. The fire follows the heat
and the plume moves with it. 

The intensity of the Park Fire has
proven itself in the fire’s shocking and
rapid spread. Ignited on Wednesday af-
ternoon, the fire had grown to more than

348,000 acres by Saturday morning.
Coming in the midst of weeks of record-
breaking temperatures, the fire is taking
advantage of dried grasses and other
vegetation and hilly terrain.

This can be confusing because sever-
al terms are used broadly and inter-
changeably by many to describe the
whirling vortexes big and small that oc-
cur in and around wildfires. 

The rare fire tornadoes studied by fire
weather experts and meteorologists are
large vortexes with strong winds gener-
ated when an intense wildfire’s rotating
plume of smoke interacts with the heat
beneath it and the environment around
it, Swain said.

Both Nauslar and Swain said the
video depicts the classic fire behavior
that generates clouds called pyrocumu-
lonimbus clouds as plumes build into
the atmosphere.

“When you think about a big fire
plume, it can oftentimes grow to be a py-
rocumulonimbus,” Nauslar said, “es-
sentially a fire thunderstorm.”

Contributing: Elizabeth Weise, USA
TODAY

Video shows vortex of smoke amid Calif. wildfire
Dinah Voyles Pulver
USA TODAY

A vortex of smoke Thursday during a
wildfire may have been a fire tornado.
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