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WASHINGTON – Vice President Ka-
mala Harris said on Thursday she is
ready to debate former President Don-
ald Trump in the 2024 presidential
election.

Harris, who skyrocketed to the top of
the Democratic ticket after President
Joe Biden stepped aside Sunday in his
bid for a second term, said she had pre-
viously agreed to the Sept. 10 debate.

“I’m ready to debate Donald Trump,”
she told reporters at Joint Base An-
drews in Maryland. “I have agreed to
the previously agreed upon Sept. 10 de-
bate. He agreed to that previously. Now,
it appears he is backpedaling, but I’m
ready.”

Trump, who is the Republican presi-
dential nominee, originally said he
wanted to debate Harris, who is vying
for the Democratic presidential nomi-
nation. Trump previously agreed to an
ABC News debate with Biden on Sept.
10. However, he has in recent days said
he wants to replace ABC with Fox News
for the debate.

Steven Cheung, Trump’s campaign
communications director, said late
Thursday that debate details remain up
in the air.

“Given the continued political chaos
surrounding Crooked Joe Biden and the
Democrat Party, general election debate
details cannot be finalized until Demo-
crats formally decide on their nominee,”
Cheung said in a statement. “There is a
strong sense by many in the Democrat
Party ... that Kamala Harris is a Marxist
fraud who cannot beat President
Trump, and they are still holding out for
someone ‘better.’ Therefore, it would be
inappropriate to schedule things with
Harris because Democrats very well
could still change their minds.”

Biden, within an hour of stepping
aside, endorsed Harris to be the Demo-
cratic nominee.

Harris quickly garnered the support
of Democratic leaders, as well as raked
in record levels of cash. The campaign
on Wednesday touted $126 million
raised since Biden announced his exit.
On Monday, Harris secured the re-
quired number of delegates to become
the Democratic nominee. She is expect-
ed to formally accept that role at the
Democratic National Convention
scheduled for Aug. 19-22 in Chicago. 

Biden’s age and mental acuity were
called into question following his poor
debate performance against Trump on
June 27. After that, the 81-year-old in-
cumbent Democrat faced growing calls
to step aside in the 2024 presidential
election and end his decadeslong politi-
cal career.

“I have agreed to the previously
agreed upon Sept. 10 debate. He
agreed to that previously. Now, it
appears he is backpedaling, but I’m
ready,” Vice President Kamala Harris
said. RICARDO B. BRAZZIELL/AUSTIN
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Harris says
she’s ready
for debate
with Trump

AUSTIN, Texas – One of the first
school police officers to respond to the
2022 shooting massacre at Robb Ele-
mentary School in Uvalde, Texas,
pleaded not guilty to 29 counts of child
abandonment and endangerment
Thursday morning during an arraign-
ment hearing at Texas’ 38th District
Court in Uvalde.

Adrian Gonzales was one of nearly
400 state and local officers who respon-
ded to the attack on May 24, 2022, but
waited 77 minutes to take down the 18-
year-old gunman. A U.S. Justice De-
partment inquiry into the massacre,
which left 19 students and two teachers
dead, concluded that “lives could have
been saved” if officers had acted sooner,
U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland
said in January.

Prosecutors in a grand jury indict-
ment unsealed last month accused
Gonzales of hearing gunshots and “hav-
ing time to respond to the shooter,” but
“fail(ing) to engage, distract and delay
the shooter and fail(ing) to act in a way
to otherwise impede the shooter until
after the shooter entered Rooms 111 and
112 of Robb Elementary School.” 

Gonzales’ lawyers contend that there
is no evidence that the officer should be
singled out among hundreds of his col-

leagues for his role in the tragedy. 
“There’s a righteous anger out there.

It is justifiable and understandable,”
Gonzales’ attorney Nico LaHood told
the Austin American-Statesman in a
phone interview Thursday. “But (the
question) is whether it should be direct-
ed at Mr. Gonzales, and in our opinion,
it should not.”

Indicted on similar charges, former
Uvalde school district Police Chief Pete
Arredondo waived his right to an ar-
raignment and entered a not guilty plea
July 10, according to court filings ob-
tained by the American-Statesman.
Gonzales is the only other officer to
have been charged for his role in the re-
sponse. 

“We’re not defending the horrific and
evil act that happened that day in the
school, and neither is Mr. Gonzales,”
said LaHood. “He was there to help.”

Marking the use of a new legal strat-
egy, the cases against Arredondo and
Gonzales are the first in which a police
officer has been charged under Texas
statutes on child abandonment and en-
dangerment for acts taken in their offi-
cial capacity. The officers face up to two
years in jail and $10,000 in fines if con-
victed.

Roughly 100 people – including Gon-
zales, members of the media, survivors
and family members of the victims – at-
tended Thursday’s brief hearing, the
Uvalde Leader-News reported.

The indictments were handed up
two years after the shooting as local in-
vestigators examined the massacre and
the police response, which included
nearly six months of witness testimony.
Uvalde County District Attorney Chris-
tina Mitchell, who is prosecuting the
cases, wrote that she “do(es) not com-
ment on pending criminal cases” in an
email to the American-Statesman. 

The office of Arredondo’s lawyer, Ja-
vier Montemayor, did not respond to
the American-Statesman’s phone mes-
sage requesting comment. A pretrial
conference in the case is scheduled for
Sept. 16 at the District Court.

Contributing: Tony Plohetski, Austin
American-Statesman 

Ex-Uvalde school police officer pleads not guilty 
Bayliss Wagner
Austin American-Statesman
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Adrian Gonzales was one of the first
officers on the scene of the 2022 mass
shooting at Robb Elementary School.
MIKALA COMPTON/AUSTIN
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Millions of Americans struggle to af-
ford basics like food and rent. A new
study spearheaded by the CEO of
ChatGPT’s parent company shows reg-
ular, unconditional cash payments
could help.

A three-year study from OpenRe-
search, a nonprofit research organiza-
tion backed by OpenAI CEO Sam Alt-
man, examined the effects of a no-
strings-attached $1,000-a-month cash
transfer on recipients’ health, employ-
ment and spending. It’s the latest and
largest study of its kind to show how un-
conditional cash could help lower-in-
come families meet basic needs.

“We’re all finding the same results,”
said Stacia West, co-founder and direc-
tor of the University of Pennsylvania’s
Center for Guaranteed Income Re-
search. “You give people cash, and they
make great decisions for themselves
and their family in a way that you know
can promote upward economic mobil-
ity.”

OpenResearch’s study kicked off in
2020 with 3,000 lower-income partici-
pants recruited through Illinois and Tex-
as nonprofits. One thousand partici-
pants received $1,000 a month in cash to
spend however they’d like, and a 2,000-
person control group received $50 a
month. 

Overall, researchers said, their find-
ings suggest cash “provides flexibility.” 

“The data we collected highlights the
complexity of people’s lives and needs,”
read a statement from OpenResearch.
“Cash provides the flexibility to meet
those diverse needs, and it is responsive
when needs shift based on a person’s
circumstances.”

According to the study:
h Recipients increased their spend-

ing by $310 a month on average, primari-
ly using the money for essentials like
food, housing and transportation. 

h Recipients worked 1.3 hours less a
week on average compared with the
control group and reported more leisure
time but remained engaged in the work-
force.

h Recipients were 26% more likely to
visit a hospital in the last year of the
study and 10% more likely to get dental
care and visit an emergency room. They
also reported a decrease in problematic
alcohol and some types of illicit drug
use. 

h Recipients – especially Black and
female recipients – were more likely to
report having an idea for a business. Re-
cipients also reported a greater likeli-
hood of starting a business within the
next five years.

But OpenResearch’s findingsshow
cash isn’t the solution for everything. 

h There were no significant effects on
physical health, self-reported access to
health care or behaviors like exercise or
sleep.

h The study found notable improve-
ments in stress, mental distress and
food security – but only during the first
year of the study. Those effects faded by
the second year. An OpenResearch
spokesperson said macroeconomic fac-
tors – like inflation and the loss of pan-
demic-era aid – may have eroded the
initial improvements, but researchers
will continue to analyze the data. 

Sevly Snguon, co-founder and co-
chair of the Guaranteed Income Health
Consortium at the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health, said
various research shows guaranteed in-
come is just one piece of the puzzle. 

“There’s still a need for additional re-
sources for people who are parents.

They might need more childcare, more
support there. Affordable housing,
health care,” they said. “But guaranteed
income helps with people during those
key transition periods.”

OpenResearch plans to publish addi-
tional findings in the coming months on
the cash transfers’ impact on housing
outcomes, political attitudes and the re-
cipients’ children.

There are different visions for basic
income, with some pushing for pay-
ments targeting certain demographics
while others have called for a broader
universal program that would transfer
money to every American adult.

Research so far shows basic income
can help lower-income families afford
necessities. One 2020 study from Co-
lumbia University’s Center on Poverty
and Social Policy found $250 a month
for adults and children can reduce pov-
erty by 40%. Another 2020 report from
the Stanford Basic Income Lab said
overall evidence “consistently demon-
strates that unconditional cash in low-
and middle-income countries leads to a
measurable decrease in poverty.”

But there has been pushback. 
More than half of U.S. adults opposed

a universal basic income of about $1,000
a month for adults when surveyed by
Pew Research Center in 2020, and the
greatest opposition was among white
adults. A number of states, including
Iowa and South Dakota, have passed
bills that prohibit counties or cities from
providing guaranteed income programs
as skeptics argued that the money
would discourage people from working. 

Basic income studies have shown
mixed results on its influence on em-
ployment, according to Sara Kimberlin,
executive director and senior research
scholar at the Stanford Center on Pover-
ty and Inequality. Sometimes recipients
have higher employment rates than the
control group. Other studies show a de-
crease in employment, although Kim-
berlin notes that can be for positive rea-
sons, like cutting back work hours to
take care of children and family .

“There really isn’t anywhere in the
United States where someone can live
on just $1,000 a month,” Kimberlin said.

Study finds monthly
basic income helpful 
Bailey Schulz
USA TODAY

Research so far shows basic income
can help lower-income families afford
the basics like food and housing and
reduce poverty. ADEK BERRY/AFP VIA GETTY
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