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CANANDAIGUA – Swim the length
of Canandaigua Lake? Are you nuts??! 

Actually, Gary Austin, who admits
he has come up with some nutty ideas
during his time, was right on the ball
when he came up with the idea to chal-
lenge the group of swimmers he was
teaching in 1984. Give the guy credit for
ruling out swimming the English
Channel, and smartly nixing the idea
to swim across Lake Ontario to Cana-
da. 

Austin was sure he and Jan (An-
drews) Stancampiano, Mark Caspar-
ian, Mike Fedoryshyn, Tom Gallagher,
Scott Kozlowski, Herb Rice and Nancy
(Wisotzke) Salatino could each do
Canandaigua Lake, 17 miles from
Woodville near Naples to the north
shore. 

But even Austin had no idea then
that this close-knit group of people –
and as time passed, their husbands,
wives and children – would remain
close friends throughout the next 40
years. They’ve gotten together to par-
ticipate in triathlons, climb moun-
tains, kayak the lake, take to the roads
on bicycles, celebrate milestone birth-
days, mourn the deaths of friends, play
pickleball and, this Saturday weather
willing, relive the adventure that
bonded them. 

Close group
reunites to
revive swim
challenge
Group first conquered
Canandaigua Lake in ’84

Mike Murphy
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Forty years ago Gary Austin
convinced a group of swimmers to
tackle Canandaigua Lake. They plan
to swim its length again in relay
fashion. PROVIDED BY GARY AUSTIN

See SWIMMERS, Page 9A

On Wednesday afternoon, Rochester tenants and housing advocates rallied outside a duplex in the Susan B.

Anthony neighborhood to protest what they say is a no-cause eviction. Roughly 15 people sang, chanted and

held signs in support of Rochester resident Yadira Susseth. h Tenants’ rights advocates who stood behind Sus-

seth used the situation to demonstrate why they believe Rochester needs a strong “good cause eviction” law to

help tenants like Susseth stay in their homes as long as they pay rent and don’t violate their leases.

Susseth, who experienced home-
lessness with the seven kids in her care
in 2019 and an eviction last year, said
she’s been issued an eviction notice
again even though she hasn’t violated
the lease.

“In Rochester, landlords don’t have to
show they have a good reason to evict a
tenant, so they can get rid of a hard-
working, rent-paying tenant for no rea-
son at all,” Susseth said.

Susseth is deeply frightened by the
eviction notice her landlord filed on July
1, fearing homelessness once more.

“The stress is overwhelming. What if
me and my seven kids become home-
less again?” she said. “We’re desperate-
ly searching for a new place, spending
dollar after dollar on application fees
and Lyft rides to view apartments.”

Representatives from the City-Wide Tenant Union of Rochester and supporters rally outside of Yadira Susseth’s
apartment on Jefferson Avenue to fight her eviction notice and get people to rally behind good cause eviction practices.
PHOTOS BY TINA MACINTYRE-YEE/DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

Tenants demand rights
Rochester woman says she’s being evicted for no reason

Christina Chkarboul Rochester Democrat and Chronicle | USA TODAY NETWORK

Rochester Council member Mary
Lupien joined members of the
City-Wide Tenant Union and
supporters outside Yadira Susseth’s
apartment to fight her eviction notice. See EVICTION, Page 7A

The City of Rochester has set four
public input sessions in July and August
on the proposed “good cause eviction”
bill, which would increase protections
for tenants and curtail significant rent
increases. 

Residents are invited to attend their
district’s hearing to speak to their repre-
sentative and give comments on the bill,
which reached Rochester City Council in
June. New York State introduced “good 

How to make
your voice heard
Christina Chkarboul
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See VOICE, Page 7A
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RAIN OR SHINE
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COUNTY EXECUTIVE ADAM J. BELLO PRESENTS

MONROE COUNTY’S 20TH ANNUAL

cause” in April and gave
cities the option to opt-in
and set their own local
exemptions. 

Albany became the
first city to adopt a local
“good cause” law in early
June, followed by Ithaca,
Kingston and Pough-
keepsie. Laws in all the
upstate cities that have
passed “good cause” are
stronger than the pro-
posed bill in Rochester.

When can the public
give input? 

Rochester tenants,
landlords, advocates, de-
velopers and community
members can attend one
of the following sessions:

h South District –
Monday, July 29, from 6
to 8 p.m. at Aenon Mis-
sionary Baptist Church
(175 Genesee St.)

h East District –

Tuesday, Aug. 6, from 6 to
8 p.m. at the Ryan R-Cen-
ter (530 Webster Ave.)

h Northeast District –
Tuesday, Aug. 13, from 6
to 8 p.m. at the Public
Market (280 N. Union St.)

h Northwest District
– Tuesday, Aug. 27, from 6
to 8 p.m. at the Edgerton
R-Center (41 Backus St.)

Why does Rochester’s
proposed bill protect
fewer tenants?

Under “good cause,”

landlords can’t evict ten-
ants without proving rent
non-payment – not stem-
ming from an unreason-
able rent increase – or a
violation of the lease.
They also can’t raise rents
more than 5% plus the
Consumer Price Index, or
10% altogether, whichev-
er is lower.

The legislation in-
cludes exemptions based
on how many units their
landlord owns, the type
of building, when it was
built, and whether the

unit is already regulated
by local, state or federal
law, among other stipula-
tions. Cities can alter a
few of these exemptions,
namely the ones on port-
folio size and high-rent
units. 

The state law exempts
“small landlords” who
own 10 units or less, but
cities can choose be-
tween one and 10 units for
that classification. New
York’s “good cause” also
has a carve-out for units
with rent 245% above the

fair market value, but cit-
ies can raise that percent-
age to include more ten-
ants. 

The bill introduced in
Rochester on June 4
would cover roughly
40,420 rental units while
excluding about 17,587. If
City Council members
choose to amend and
model it after the laws in
Albany, Ithaca and Kings-
ton, the law could poten-
tially cover up to 58,007
rentals.

For more information

on these hearings, city
residents can call the 
City Council office at
(585) 428-7538, or email
Council@CityofRoches-
ter.Gov.

– Christina Chkarboul
is a summer intern at the
Democrat and Chronicle
and a student journalist
at USC, where she focuses
on Earth science, global
studies and journalism.
Contact her at cchkar-
boul@gannett.com with
story tips related to code
enforcement.

Voice
Continued from Page 1A

Susseth said finding a suitable home
for her family to move to has been diffi-
cult. She pointed to unregulated rents in
Rochester, which leave tenants with a
limited supply of safe and affordable
units.

Until she finds another place to go,
Susseth said she’ll be staying right
where she is.

“No family should have to go through
what we’ve been through,” she stated.
“If we move, it will be on our terms, not
because of an unjust eviction. I need to
know my kids have a safe place to sleep
at night.”

Representatives from the City-Wide
Tenant Union and other community
members said they would risk arrest if
authorities came to force them out.

One of Susseth’s kids, 19-year-old
Ember Arce, said the two evictions their
family has faced have taken a toll on
their siblings and mother.

“My mom is a single parent of eight,
taking care of seven of us, which puts a
lot of stress on her,” Arce said. “To add
on an unjust eviction notice is just plain
wrong. This not only puts stress on our
mother, but us kids. The fear of being
homeless is real and scary.”

Councilmember Mary Lupien, who
focuses on housing rights and improv-
ing the quality of life in Rochester, said
she was “really proud” to support Sus-
seth. Stable housing, Lupien noted, is
critical to helping families climb out of
poverty and keep their livelihoods.

Susseth works as a special needs
teacher for the Rochester City School
District. “It’s unconscionable what is
happening right now that families in
Rochester would be destabilized for no
fault of their own other than the lack of
good laws in place,” Lupien said.

The “good cause eviction” law in
Rochester City Council takes after the
state law passed in April, which gave
cities the option to opt-in. Under “good
cause,” landlords can’t evict tenants
without proving rent non-payment –
not stemming from an unreasonable
rent increase – or a violation of the
lease. They also can’t raise rents more
than 5% plus the Consumer Price Index,
or 10% altogether, whichever is lower.

The state gave cities leeway on a few
exemptions, including the small land-
lord portfolio size. The state law ex-
empts “small landlords” who own 10

units or less, but cities can choose be-
tween one and 10 units for that classifi-
cation. Albany, Ithaca, Kingston, and
Poughkeepsie have lowered that ex-
emption to one unit, while Rochester’s
proposed bill keeps the maximum of 10.
That means the law applies only to
Rochester landlords who own 11 units or
more.

“Right now, [the bill] wouldn’t even
cover Yadi’s family from this; their land-
lord only owns about five units,” said
Lisle Coleman, who has worked with
Susseth’s family through the United
Way of Rochester and the Finger Lakes.
“We are going to lose out on many,
many, many tenants having those pro-
tections.”

– Christina Chkarboul is a summer
intern at the Democrat and Chronicle
and a student journalist at USC, where
she focuses on Earth science, global

studies and journalism. Contact her at
cchkarboul@gannett.com with story
tips related to code enforcement.

Yadira Susseth reads a prepared statement about her predicament during a rally outside her apartment on Jefferson
Avenue in Rochester. TINA MACINTYRE-YEE/DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

Lisle Coleman, a renter and with the
City-Wide Tenant Union of Rochester,
talks about affordable housing. TINA

MACINTYRE-YEE/DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

Eviction
Continued from Page 1A


