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Sangva Tep, aged 96, 
passed away peacefully 
on July 20, 2024, in Low-
ell, MA. Born on May 5, 
1928, in Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia, she was a 
proud resident of Low-
ell, MA.

Sangva married Trinh 
Eang Phy in Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia. A 
hardworking individu-
al, she dedicated herself to her roles at a grocery 
store and as a nanny. Her family and church were 
her greatest passions, and she had a unique ability 
to make everyone smile.

She is survived by her children: Sar Rath, Chenda 
Chu (Vutha Chu), Navy Young (Paul Young), Oun 
Tep (Maly Seng), and Sovandy Tep (Peou Tep); 
grandchildren, Pisey Georgiev (George Georgiev), 
Mao Seng (Vilay Sysavath), Yany Seng, Thary 
Smith (Jeffery Smith), Sinoun Seng, Rathana Seng, 
Sino Seng (Nalee Seng), Dara Chea (Kirsten Koch), 
David Chea (Riz Chea), Pakkdey Chea, and Brenda 
Chea (Peter Ssembatya). Also survived by many 
great-grandchildren. For more information about 
Sangva, please visit www.bartolomeo.com

Family and friends are invited to Sangva’s visita-
tion, at Bartolomeo & Perotto Funeral Home, 1411 
Vintage Lane, Rochester, NY 14626, Friday, July 
26th, 4-7 PM, to reminisce and honor the life of 
Sangva. Let us come together to share memories, 
offer support, and celebrate the beautiful life she 
lived. Sangva’s legacy of love, kindness, and hard 
work will forever remain in our hearts. Sangva’s 
funeral service will be celebrated, Saturday, July 
27th, 10 AM at the funeral home. Immediate-
ly following, Sangva will be laid to rest in Holy 
Sepulchre Cemetery.

Sangva Tep
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SODUS - Marjorie Leeson, 85, passed away 
Wednesday, July 17, 2024 at Newark Wayne Com-
munity Hospital.

Marjorie was born Wednesday October 5th, 
1938 in Auburn NY to the late Albert N. Huff and 
Mary E. Lammon. Nursing credentials was from 
Auburn Memorial Hospital. She had a fulfilling 
career spent at St. Ann’s Community nursing 
home in Rochester.

In her free time, Marjorie enjoyed camping, or 
being on the road camping with friends and fam-
ily. She was lucky enough to have met many great 
people through her journeys and making many 
friendships along the way. Marjorie especially 
loved the road trips, she knew that the destination 
was not the only thing to appreciate, but to also 
practice gratitude for the journey between point A 
and B. A forever cherished memory for the family 
is her most recent and favorite journey Marjorie 
trekked with her husband was to Alaska.

She is survived by her husband William F. Lee-
son; her two daughters Mary Lou Mingle and 
Susan Bergenstock; her two sons David and Steve 
(Linda) Bergenstock; her sister Sally Aguilar; her 
brother Albert (Gail) Huff; her grandchildren 
John, Ashley and Matt, and several loved nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

Marjorie is preceded in death by her parents 
Albert N. Huff and Mary E. Lammon.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that do-
nations be made to your local SPCA or St. Judes, 
501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN  38105.

Marjorie Huff Leeson

FAIRPORT - Bonnie 
Sue Oyer, of Fairport, 
NY passed away July 
23rd, 2024 at the age 
of 78. She is survived 
by her brother Da-
vid Butler, her loving 
husband of 56 years, 
Steven “Easy” Oyer, 
her 3 children Jennifer 
King, Jody Sanderson 
(Chris), Andrew Oyer 
(Robyn), and grand-
children, Nate, Manny, 
Monica, Steven, Kate, 
and step grandchildren 
Jacob, Henry, and Kat 
Lichti. To read the full 
obituary, please visit 
https://keenanfuneral-
homes.com/oyer-bon-
nie-s/.

Bonnie Sue Oyer

AKRON, Ohio – The sculptor who
spent years bringing the bronze, life-
sized Sojourner Truth statue to life in
downtown Akron, Ohio, is the city’s own
Woodrow Nash.

The new, 6-foot statue of the legend-
ary former slave, abolitionist and suf-
fragist is the focal point of Sojourner
Truth Legacy Plaza, unveiled in late May
at the site of the Old Stone Church,
where Truth gave her historic “Ain’t I a
Woman?” speech exactly 173 years earli-
er on May 29, 1851. Her speech, which
she gave during the Ohio Women’s
Rights Convention, challenged the ex-
clusion of women of color from the
women’s rights movement.

Who is Woodrow Nash, and how did
he become involved with this historic
project honoring Truth’s legacy? 

Nash, 75, began his artistic trajectory
in Akron, leading him to become an in-
ternationally renowned artist whose
work is sought after by galleries, art col-
lectors and African American celebri-
ties. 

He was always artistically inclined
and enjoyed drawing throughout his
school years. To this day, he sees people
from grade school who remind him that
he taught them how to draw Popeye.

He studied art for three years at the
University of Akron before getting a
two-year degree in commercial art at
Pels School of Art in New York. He lived
in New York for nearly 15 years, starting
as a graphic designer for advertising
agencies.

“I found it difficult to work in those
agencies because it’s such high pressure
and you never really win your position,”
he said. “You’re only as good as your last
assignment.”

He later became a freelance artist do-
ing fashion illustration and designing
and illustrating album covers for jazz
greats such as Miles Davis, Dizzy Gilles-
pie, Earl “Fatha” Hines, Cat Anderson
and Arnett Cobb.

In the 1980s, Nash returned to Akron,
where he met and married his wife,
Wanda. He worked as a technical illus-
trator at Goodyear Aerospace Corpora-
tion and as an illustrator for American
Greetings Corporation. 

In 1991, the Nashes moved to Madi-
son, Wisconsin, where he worked as a
graphic designer in advertising, but his
career changed after the couple visited
the annual Art Fair on the Square in
Madison. At the time, Nash didn’t know
anything about art fairs but saw lots of
people buying art.

“That was a defining moment for me,
and I said, ‘Well I can do this,’ ” Nash
said, telling his wife: “Next year, I’m
gonna be in the show.”

Nash decided to create 3D work for
the art fair, even though he hadn’t done
sculpture since his college days, where
he had focused mainly on painting. 

At an art show near Madison, a group
of Black people asked him where the
Black art was. That was the beginning of
a big switch in Nash’s artistic career.

“I started putting images of Black
people on my vases, and that caused
quite a sensation,” he said. “People were
just interested in it.”

The work Nash does now, African

nouveau art, evolved from that mo-
ment. His style combines African tradi-
tion with European art nouveau, a styl-
ized, sensuous way of painting and
sculpting.

Nash says clay talks to him. As he
created the Sojourner Truth sculpture,
he worked to bring to life her spirit of re-
silience, bravery and unwavering pur-
suit of justice.

“As I sculpted, I felt a deep connec-
tion to her story, molding each feature to
capture both her strength and the soft-

ness of her humanity,” Nash reflected on
his website.

Truth, born into slavery as Isabella
Baumfree, changed her name after free-
dom, becoming an abolitionist and trav-
eling preacher. She was illiterate but had
a great command of scripture from
memory.

“Her name was who she was. She was
traveling, she was sojourning and she
was speaking the truth, truth to power,”
Nash said.

As people enter the Sojourner Truth
Legacy Plaza from the southwest, they
see Truth’s historic figure facing them.
She’s holding a Bible and wearing a
shawl, dress, bonnet and spectacles. 

Nash began work on the statue in
2019 at his production studio, where he
works with clay, firing, molds and glaz-
ing. Creating the clay Truth sculpture,
Nash started with the legs. Once they
were stable, he added the torso, then the
face, arms and hands.

Next, he added Truth’s clothing drap-
ery. He created that by rolling clay over
cheesecloth and draping it. Once it’s
fired, the clay matures and the cheese-
cloth burns out.

The clay parts were then cut into sec-
tions to create numerous molds for Stu-
dio Foundry of Cleveland to cast in
bronze for the finished statue.

Nash was originally tapped by Faye
Dambrot of the Women’s History Pro-
ject of the Akron Area to create a So-
journer Truth statue in the 1990s. He
created a small prototype at the time,
but that project came to a halt after
Dambrot died. Years later, Nash was
commissioned to create the statue in
2019 by the Sojourner Truth Project,
which was formed from the Summit
Suffrage Centennial Committee to hon-
or Truth’s legacy.

At the Sojourner Truth Legacy Plaza,
Truth’s statue is surrounded by her in-
spiring quotes as well as four pillars pro-
claiming the words faith, activism, pow-
er and identity. 

Nash wants those who visit the So-
journer Truth statue to know how diffi-
cult her work was traveling and fighting
for equal rights. 

“I want the children, the youth, to un-
derstand and just not take things for
granted,” he said.

Sojourner Truth statue inspires artist
Sculptor Nash ‘felt a deep
connection to her story’ 

Kerry Clawson
Akron Beacon Journal
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Artist Woodrow Nash’s work is sought after by galleries, art collectors and
African American celebrities. His style combines African tradition with European
art nouveau. PHOTOS BY MATTHEW BROWN/AKRON BEACON JOURNAL

The bronze statue of Sojourner Truth
stands tall at the Sojourner Truth
Legacy Plaza in Akron, Ohio.


