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MILWAUKEE – Hotel employees in
Wisconsin have been fired after the
death of D’Vontaye Mitchell, a Black
man who was held face down by securi-
ty guards outside a downtown Milwau-
kee hotel last month.

Aimbridge Hospitality, which oper-
ates the Hyatt Regency in downtown
Milwaukee, announced the decision in a
statement late Wednesday. 

Mitchell, 43, died on June 30 after
being pinned down on his stomach by
four security guards outside the hotel.
Milwaukee police alleged that Mitchell
had “caused a disturbance,” which led to
an altercation with security guards
while he was being escorted out, ac-
cording to civil rights attorney Ben
Crump.

Crump, who represents the Mitchell
family, said Mitchell was having a men-
tal health crisis. The Milwaukee Police
Department has released no informa-
tion. 

Surveillance footage from the hotel
showed Mitchell being confronted by
security guards after appearing to run
from something and into the women’s
bathroom.

Mitchell had his hands up but was
dragged to the floor and beaten, begging
for the blows to stop, according to the
Mitchell family’s attorneys.

“The conduct we saw from several
associates on June 30 violated our pol-
icies and procedures and does not re-
flect our values as an organization or the
behaviors we expect from our asso-
ciates,” Aimbridge Hospitality said in a
statement. “We will continue our inde-
pendent investigation and do every-
thing we can to support law enforce-
ment with their investigation into this
tragic incident.”

Milwaukee police have referred four
charges of felony murder to the district
attorney, a police spokesperson said
Thursday.

Sgt. Efrain Cornejo told the Milwau-
kee Journal Sentinel, part of the USA
TODAY Network, that the department
has been in consultation with the Mil-
waukee County District Attorney’s Of-
fice since July 5 and that they subse-
quently referred the charges. The dis-
trict attorney’s office has not made a de-
cision on that, he said.

The four people are not in custody
and police are not seeking them at this
time, Cornejo said.

The district attorney’s office said in a
statement Wednesday that it was inves-
tigating Mitchell’s death as a homicide.
The office is awaiting the final autopsy
from the Milwaukee County Medical Ex-
aminer’s Office.

‘We need to be united in this’

On Thursday, Mitchell’s family held a
funeral for the 43-year-old man. Promi-
nent civil rights activist and minister Al
Sharpton gave the eulogy, and hundreds
attended the service.

Crump repeated Mitchell’s last words
while speaking at the funeral for the fa-
ther of two. Mitchell’s final words were

“please” − he said it while gasping for
breath six times − followed by “I’m sor-
ry” and “Please help me.”

The service oscillated between en-
thusiastic song and heartfelt prayer, Bi-
ble readings and remembrances from
Mitchell’s family. Mitchell’s mother,
Brenda Giles, said his death couldn’t be
“swept under the rug.”

“We going to fight. We going to fight,”

Giles said. “We need to be united in
this.”

Mitchell’s wife, DeAsia Harmon, de-
scribed him as her best friend and pro-
tector. His brothers and other family
members said they would miss how he
danced, rapped and loved to cook. The
family described Mitchell as one who
cared too much to say “no” to anyone
asking for help, making him a frequent
go-to for family.

During the service, Sharpton handed
a check to each mother of Mitchell’s two
children, an 8-year-old daughter and a
6-year-old son. His civil rights organiza-
tion, the National Action Network, paid
for the funeral’s costs, and he called on
those in attendance to support the fam-
ily through a GoFundMe campaign.

Mitchell’s family reacts to video

Mitchell spent the last few minutes of
his life being repeatedly beaten by a se-
curity guard with a retractable baton as
onlookers failed to intervene, his fam-
ily’s attorneys said. 

Members of Mitchell’s family told re-
porters they were “repulsed and
shocked” by video footage they viewed
alongside Crump and lawyers B’Ivory
Lamarr and William Sulton.

The footage showed Mitchell running
and seeking safety in the women’s bath-
room in the hotel, the lawyers said.

“D’Vontaye was trying to run for his
life,” Sulton said. It’s not clear what
Mitchell was running from, the attor-
neys added.

They joined dozens of supporters,
many wearing T-shirts with Mitchell’s
image, marching from the district attor-
ney’s office to the Hyatt Regency.

“To see them beat him over and over
and over …. they could have stopped at
any time,” Harmon said, her voice
choked by tears. “They murdered him.
They didn’t have to do him like that.”

Giles described her son as a harmless
teddy bear and “a joy in his family.” She
said she was “devastated” watching the
videos on the eve of his funeral and
pleaded with prosecutors to issue
charges in Mitchell’s death.

“I always thought my son would be
the one to bury me, not for me to be
burying him,” Giles said.

Hotel workers fired after death of man 
He pleaded with security
as he was held down

David Clarey, Chris Ramirez, 
Drake Bentley, Jessica Van Egeren 
and Thao Nguyen
USA TODAY NETWORK

“We’re going to miss his presence,” Nayisha Mitchell said. She said the security
guards that held down her brother D’Vontaye Mitchell should be ashamed.
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D’Vontaye Mitchell is pictured with his
daughter Morgan. Mitchell was killed
after being held down by security on
June 30. PROVIDED BY MITCHELL FAMILY 

Ted Lieu, a Democratic congressman
from California, has scolded the media
for not covering former President Don-
ald Trump’s connections to Jeffrey Ep-
stein in the wake of the recent release of
the 2006 secret grand jury documents
that came as part of a lawsuit by the
Palm Beach Post. 

Is the presumptive Republican nomi-
nee all over those documents as was
bandied about on social media site X?
No, that simply isn’t true. 

Another former president, however,
is mentioned briefly, and that’s Bill Clin-
ton, but it wasn’t in connection with Ep-
stein. 

A prosecutor asked one victim about
a comment on her MyS-
pace page saying people
could become famous if
they did what Monica Le-
winsky did to Clinton.

“Something I’ve heard
that doesn’t seem to be
getting covered is the Ep-
stein files ... Donald
Trump is all over this ...

y’all might want to look at that,” Lieu
said. 

Trump has nothing to do with the
early case against Epstein nor were any
black book names. The 2006 case in-
volved girls who attended Palm Beach
County schools.

Trump has said he cut ties with Ep-
stein in about 2004, which was earlier
than the investigation by the Palm
Beach police in 2005. Trump was men-
tioned in documents released in Janu-
ary in a 2015 defamation lawsuit that
survivor Virginia Giuffre filed against
Ghislaine Maxwell.

Giuffre has said she didn’t think
Trump was involved in sexual abuse.

Palm Beach police had found nearly
two dozen girls and young women who
described sexual abuse at Epstein’s
mansion on the island. They recom-
mended charges that could have put Ep-
stein, in his early 50s at the time, in pris-

on for life.
Krischer could have stopped Epstein

in 2006, preventing the immunity deal
and the 2019 sex trafficking case in New
York. Epstein was found dead in his
Manhattan jail cell less than a month af-
ter he was arrested that year.

The Palm Beach Post sued in 2019 to
find out what happened in the secret
grand jury proceedings on the basis of a
tenet of Florida law that says grand jury
material could be made public in “fur-
therance of justice.”

The documents were released on
July 1.

Lieu, who has represented a Califor-
nia House district since 2014, has long
been a critic of Trump and his allies.

In 2019, Lieu accused fellow Califor-
nian Devin Nunes, a former House In-
telligence Committee chair and member
of Trump’s transition team, of conspir-
ing with Boca Raton resident Lev Parnas
to undermine U.S. interests abroad. Par-
nas was a key player in the effort to pres-
sure Ukraine’s president to announce a
corruption investigation against Joe Bi-
den before the 2020 election.

Nunes took issue with Lieu’s com-
ments and had his attorney send Lieu a
letter threatening legal action against
him for attempting to damage Nunes’
reputation.

“I welcome any lawsuit from your cli-
ent and look forward to taking discovery
of Congressman Nunes,” he wrote in a
letter that he posted on X, then called
Twitter. “Or, you can take your letter and
shove it.”

In 2021, Lieu was picked by House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi to serve as an im-
peachment manager, meaning he pros-

ecuted the case against Trump in the
U.S. Senate.

Trump was no longer in office, but the
Democratic-led House nonetheless im-
peached him absentia in order to hold
him accountable for the violence at the
U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, the cham-
ber’s leaders said. Lieu, who was born in
Taiwan, closed his remarks in the trial
by pointing to what he said was Trump’s
utter lack of remorse about what hap-
pened that day.

“That’s why lack of remorse is an im-
portant factor in impeachment because
impeachment, conviction and disqual-
ification is not just about the past, it’s
about the future,” he said. “It’s making
sure that no future official, no future
president does the same exact thing
President Trump does. President
Trump’s lack of remorse shows that he
will undoubtedly cause future harm if
allowed because he still refuses to ac-
count for his previous high grave crime
against our government.”

The transcripts of a 2006 grand jury
proceeding were made public after
sources told the Palm Beach Post in its
2019 investigation that then-State At-
torney Barry Krischer sunk his own case
in secret. 

Krischer was the first prosecutor ever
to consider criminal charges against Ep-
stein. Instead of charging Epstein him-
self, Krischer took the matter to a secret
grand jury. What emerged was a single
felony solicitation of prostitution
charge.

Only two victims testified, one who
was 14 when she was molested and an-
other who was 16 or 17 when she’d been
raped by a man in his 50s.

Prosecutors called both prostitutes,
telling one girl, you know “you’ve com-
mitted a crime.”

They focused on whether the girls
had been truthful with Epstein about
their ages despite the fact that state law
– then and now – says that not knowing
a child’s age, thinking they’re of age or
being lied to about it are not defenses.
That was never mentioned in front of
the grand jury.

Prosecutors also hammered the girls
about the money they received. After
one described being raped by Epstein,
prosecutors’ next question was about
how much he paid her.

Trump not mentioned in Epstein documents 
Records recently came
out amid 5-year lawsuit
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Former President Donald Trump was not mentioned in the 2006 documents
released concerning Jeffery Epstein despite comments online suggesting he
was. JOE RAEDLE/GETTY IMAGES
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