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INDIANAPOLIS – Stephen Aldrich, a
resident of the Woodland Trace neigh-
borhood in Indianapolis, was taking his
dog on a walk on June 19 when he start-
ed noticing little Ziploc bags scattered
on the driveways of every few houses.

Upon a closer inspection, Aldrich
saw an antisemitic flyer, blaming Jew-
ish people for creating abortion. 

After walking about a mile, Aldrich
said he noticed around 40 of these neo-
Nazi propaganda bags around suburban
neighborhoods on the southeast side of
Indianapolis.

Aldrich called the Indianapolis Met-
ropolitan Police Department to notify
them of the bags and an officer came by
the neighborhood to assess the situa-
tion. By later that evening, the bags had
been cleared.

The bags were not the first instance
of white supremacist flyers spread
across Indianapolis neighborhoods in
recent weeks, according to local Jewish
community organizations.

Suzanne Rothenberg, an associate
regional director for the Anti-Defama-
tion League’s Midwest Office, said the
propaganda trend has been seen and re-
ported across the country. The organi-
zation’s incident tracker showed that
the number of antisemitic incidents, in-
cluding flyers, has been increasing for
the past 10 years.

Rothenberg pointed out that often
the content of the flyers blames the Jew-
ish community for what perpetrators
see as bad aspects of society. 

“Especially in June, we’ve seen a re-
surgence of flyers that tie the Jewish
community to the LGBTQ community in
a really negative way. And we’re very
strong allies of the LGBTQ community,
we have a lot of LGBTQ Jews,” Rothen-
berg said. “And so, I think it also speaks
to the fact that white supremacy, anti-
semitism, that type of hate doesn’t stay
quarantined. We’ve also seen flyers that
tie the Jewish community to the immi-

grant community as if it’s a bad thing.” 
Rothenberg recounted an instance

where she was stunned to find a flyer
herself.

“You’re wondering if somebody’s
watching you. You’re wondering what
happened next. Who put it there? How
long ago? It’s a very violating, threaten-
ing feeling. And it’s so easy for people to
just get out there and do, which I think is
one of the reasons that we’re seeing
such a rise in this,” Rothenberg said.

Few people, lots of noise

Rothenberg said the Anti-Defama-
tion League and the Jewish Community
Relations Center have determined the
main group spreading neo-Nazi flyers in
Indianapolis but did not want to share
the name to avoid giving them more
publicity. She said groups often put the
flyers up at night.

“The incident of leaving antisemitic
flyers is very low risk for the perpetrator,
and generally has a high impact,” Roth-
enberg said. “Targeting a marginalized
community with an action like this has
the potential to affect the entire com-
munity. One person finds it at their
house, but hundreds of people are won-
dering what it really means for them

next.”
Rothenberg said it is important to un-

derstand that while the flyers should be
taken seriously, they do not always re-
flect an immediate threat.

“(White supremacists) will put stick-
ers that say, ‘America first’ or ‘Take back
America for the white race.’ They’ll go
through and vandalize an entire down-
town,” Rothenberg said. “And again, it
makes you feel like, ‘Did 30 people just
roll through my neighborhood last
night?’ When in reality, it might have
just been one person.”

Fabio Rojas, a sociology professor at
Indiana University who has researched
radical social movements, said the
number of people who engage in far-
right radicalism is small nationwide.

“I think it’s important to not give
them legitimacy,” Rojas said. 

As for the movement itself, Rojas said
antisemitic and radical right-wing
movements tend to focus on similar
themes like traditional family values,
anti-LGBTQ+ sentiments and anti-
abortion sentiments.

He said that the reason for targeting
suburban neighborhoods specifically
may simply have to do with proximity, or
what he calls “crimes of convenience.”

“When crime happens, usually, it’s

local. It’s people who live around that
neighborhood,” Rojas said. “Homicides
and personal assaults are usually done
by people you have some connection
with. So, this is probably the same
thing, which is, they’re probably a cou-
ple of antisemites living somewhere in
southern Indy and they just think that
that’s what they want to do, and it’s easy
and close.”

Rothenberg acknowledged that
white supremacist flyers and propagan-
da can negatively impact a swath of mi-
nority communities.

“As much as we appreciate the soli-
darity that we feel from others, we are
still standing in solidarity with other
marginalized communities when things
like this happen to them, too,” Rothen-
berg said.

Jacob Markey, executive director of
the Indianapolis Jewish Community
Relations Center, said that when people
find a flyer, the most important thing to
do is to speak up. “If you see something,
say something,” Markey said.

Markey said people can contact local
law enforcement to report a flyer or re-
port the incident online to the Jewish
Federation of Greater Indianapolis.

Rothenberg said another action peo-
ple can take is to pick up flyers so that
others do not have to find them.

“Please do not post it on social media
because it is a publicity stunt, but if
somebody wants to say something on
social media, a message of solidarity is
really helpful right now,” Rothenberg
said.

Sgt. Anthony Patterson, a spokesper-
son for the Indianapolis Metropolitan
Police Department, said that when fly-
ers are found, police are not able to take
action unless a law is broken.

He said protocol is to visit the site
and determine if someone is exercising
their freedom of speech or if there is a
need for a report.

“I understand and IMPD under-
stands that there are times where peo-
ple say things or write things that peo-
ple dislike or disagree with, but it
doesn’t fall under the, ‘Hey, this person
broke the law,’ ” Patterson said. “There’s
just not a whole lot that IMPD can do
about it, but certainly, those are case-
by-case situations.”

Neo-Nazi flyers placed outside homes

Stephen Aldrich found resealable bags filled with rice and flyers that included
neo-Nazi messages in his Indianapolis neighborhood. GRACE SMITH/INDIANAPOLIS STAR

Indiana group advises
reporting any incidents 
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BLOOMINGTON, Ind. – A Russia-
linked cybercrime syndicate breached
Monroe County, Indiana’s computer
systems last week, crippling all county
offices and local courts.

The Blacksuit syndicate, which has
been a key focus of ransomware attack
advisories by the federal cybersecurity
agency, also was responsible for para-
lyzing the U.S. auto industry in June.

County officials previously had said
only that their computers were down
because of a “technological event,” but
on Monday afternoon released a state-
ment acknowledging the breach.

According to the Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure Security Agency, Black-
suit is likely a spinoff or rebranding of
Royal ransomware, which compro-
mised 350 U.S. and international or-
ganizations between September 2022
and November 2023. “Ransomware de-
mands have exceeded 275 million
USD,” the federal agency said.

The county’s statement, sent by An-
gela Purdie, the commissioners’ ad-
ministrator, said the county did not yet
know the extent of the breach and what
data was accessed.

“If you are concerned,” the county
officials wrote, “it is always best prac-
tice to lock your credit down.”

County officials said the evidence
suggests no sensitive information from
employees has been misused, but “we
yet do not know if vendor or public us-
ers personally identifiable information
(PII) has been subjected to unautho-
rized access.”

Monroe County Assessor Judy
Sharp last week said she worried about
the security of court data and all the da-
ta kept in her office, which includes in-
formation about everyone who owns
property in the county.

Monroe County Treasurer Catherine
Smith said the cyberattack has pre-
vented the county from doing any kind
of banking online. If the attack had
happened during a week with a payday,
Smith said, “It could have been infinite-
ly worse.”

Smith said Monday afternoon that
she had not been asked to pay any ran-
som, but a cybersecurity expert at Indi-
ana University said the county likely
will incur significant costs related to
the attack, regardless of whether it
pays the ransom.

Scott Shackelford, executive direc-
tor of the Center for Applied Cyberse-
curity Research at IU, said agencies
that suffer a ransomware attack have
two main options: pay the ransom or, if
they have their data backed up, pay
third parties to restore their data.

“None of that comes cheap,” he said.
The city of Baltimore suffered a ran-

som attack in 2019, but refused to pay
the roughly $76,000 ransom. Instead it
ended up paying about $18 million in
recovery services, according to the Bal-
timore Sun.

Shackelford said increasing attacks
have prompted more agencies to carry
insurance against cybercriminals.

He said Monroe County’s advice
that residents lock down their credit
makes sense. In fact, he said, it may
make sense for people to lock down
their credit all the time unless they
need to access it, such as when taking
out a car or mortgage loan. Those who
don’t want to lock it down should put a
fraud alert on their credit, which re-
quires institutions to check with the ac-
count holder when they receive a credit
inquiry, Shackelford said.

Russia-linked syndicate
blamed in Ind. cyberattack
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Monroe County, Ind., says it does not
yet know the extent of the breach and
what data was accessed. RICH

JANZARUK/BLOOMINGTON HERALD-TIMES FILE

Twenty years ago, five Iowa women
who lost children to stillbirth came to-
gether in their grief. 

This week, they witnessed the na-
tion’s top officials discuss new legisla-
tion that, for the first time, expressly al-
lows states to spend federal dollars on
stillbirth prevention efforts. 

The founders of the nonprofit
Healthy Birth Day traveled to Washing-
ton, D.C., on Monday to celebrate the
passage of the Maternal and Child
Health Stillbirth Prevention Act. The
group had advocated for the legislation
as part of its decadeslong efforts to pre-
vent stillbirths, which growing re-
search has shown can be prevented in
as many as 1 in 4 cases.

The group’s founding members say
this legislation will be a game-changer
in the effort to reduce U.S. stillbirths.

“This our moonshot moment to keep
our foot on the gas and make sure no
matter where an expectant parent lives
in the United States, they will be edu-
cated on stillbirth and stillbirth preven-
tion,” nonprofit co-founder Janet Peter-
sen said. 

Healthy Birth Day was founded in
2009 by Petersen, Jan Caruthers, Kerry
Biondi-Morlan, Kate Safris and Tiffan
Yamen. All five lost daughters to still-
birth or shortly after birth. 

The Maternal and Child Health Still-
birth Prevention Act amends Title V of
the Social Security Act to clarify that
evidence-based stillbirth prevention
activities and research are an allowable
use of those federal dollars. Title V pro-
vides about $2.6 billion in block grant
funding to states for maternal and child
health services. 

Healthy Birth Day CEO Emily Price
said the new legislation is a call to ac-
tion from Congress and the Biden ad-
ministration for state health depart-
ments to use federal dollars for still-
birth prevention. While the language of
the bill does not explicitly require
states to use federal funding for these
efforts, Price said this move helps shine

light on the crisis.
Price said only 20 state health de-

partments are currently using these ex-
isting funds on stillbirth prevention.

Every year, roughly 21,000 pregnan-
cies in the U.S. end in stillbirth, or the
death of a child at 20 weeks of pregnan-
cy or more, according to the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. The United States ranks worse
than 151 other countries in reducing
stillbirth rates over the past two dec-
ades, per UNICEF.

Research from Norway found de-
creased fetal movements were associ-
ated with stillbirth and other adverse
pregnancy outcomes. Applying those
findings, the founders of Healthy Birth
Day created the Count the Kicks cam-
paign in 2009, which encourages preg-
nant women to track the baby’s move-
ment daily during the third trimester. If
there were any significant changes,
they were told to seek medical help im-
mediately. 

Within five years, Iowa saw a 26%
reduction in stillbirth rate, Price said.
The change was even more significant
among Black women, who saw a 39%
reduction between 2008 and 2012. 

By bringing this program nation-
wide, Price said the nonprofit esti-
mates there could be a 32% reduction
in stillbirths in all 50 states.

Iowa group focuses on
stillbirth prevention
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The founders of Healthy Birth Day, the
Iowa-based stillbirth prevention
organization, visit Washington, D.C.,
on Monday. 
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