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For Everything  
that Matters to You,  
We’re Here for It.
Whether it’s your first day, your best day, or 
your worst day, we’re here to listen to where 
you are. To treat you as a whole person — with 
the respect and dignity you deserve. Whatever 
you need, whatever it is, we’re here for it.

Visit rochesterregional.org/here to learn more.

------ 8 DAYS ------ 
HIGHLIGHTS 

OF THE 
AMALFI COAST

Discover one of the most 
fascinating andromantic 
destinations in the world

------ 8 DAYS ------ 
Provence Cycle and 

Wine in France
Journey through the 

most beautiful villages in 
France with exceptional 

local wines

------ 8 DAYS ------ 
NATURAL 

HIGHLIGHTS 
OF COSTA RICA

Jungles, mountains 
and coast: Costa Rica is 

anatural paradise

------ 9 DAYS ------ 
HIGHLIGHTS OF 

ANCIENT GREECE
See some of the most 

significant archeological 
sites in the world, 

including the Acropolis, 
Mycenae and Olympia.

585-577-6239

EXPLORE THESE OTHER POPULAR DESTINATIONS

Do you know 

where the best 

bucket list 

destinations are?

EXODUS DOES.

Terms & Conditions Apply, Cannot be combined with any other offer. Call us for details. 

THE LEADER IN ADVENTURE TRAVEL
Plus the security and safety of small group, expert guided tours

UP TO 
15% OFF!* 
GREAT SAVINGS ON 

SOME OF OUR MOST 

POPULAR TRIPS

LIMITED TIME ONLY 

interest financing  
for 24 months!*

Make lasting 
memories with 
your loved ones 

this summer!

We offer
SAME-DAY

CARE!

����������	�
Ask us about our FREE 2-WEEK TRIAL 

Call today to make an appointment!

¹Receive $300 discount towards the purchase of a pair of Phonak Lumity hearing aids level 50 technology. ²Receive $500 discount towards the 
purchase of a pair of Phonak Lumity hearing aids level 70 technology. ³Receive $700 discount towards the purchase of a pair of Phonak Lumity 

hearing aids level 90 technology. This limited-time offer may not be used in conjunction with any other offer or promotion. New orders only. Private 
pay only (not combinable with insurance or network). *On in-store purchases of $200+ with the CareCredit credit card through the end of the 

month. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional purchase is not paid in full within 24 months. Minimum 
monthly payments required. Subject to credit approval. Offers valid until 07/14/24. 

OFFERS  
EXPIRE  

07/14/24!

Our Best
Deal!

1760 Empire Blvd, Webster

53 Genesee Street Suite 2, Avon 43 Willow Pond Way Suite 103, Penfield
•

In 2010, Dexter Welch, a car sales-
man in Nashville, was diagnosed with
kidney disease. By 2018, he began dial-
ysis for kidney failure and was added to
the nationwide United Network for Or-
gan Sharing waitlist for a transplant.

Welch is Black. If he were white, he
would have been added to the waitlist
years before – in 2011.

That’s because an estimate previ-
ously used to assess kidney health,
called the eGFR measurement, as-
sumed Black patients were 16% health-
ier than patients of other races. 

The use of that race-based coeffi-
cient meant Black patients had to wait
longer to be put on the list for a trans-
plant – even though Black people are
two to four times more likely to suffer
kidney failure than white people.

The assumption that Black patients
were stronger had no scientific basis,
according to researchers.

Yet it was used for decades until fi-
nally being abandoned in 2022.

Many diagnostics underestimate
Black patients’ risk

Other diagnostic algorithms also
“correct,” or alter, their scores for Black
patients. They include those used to
calculate heart health, the likelihood of
kidney stones, a child’s risk of a urinary
tract infection and whether an expec-
tant mother should have a cesarean
section.

“Some algorithm developers offer no
explanation of why race or ethnic dif-
ferences might exist. Others offer ratio-
nales but, when these are traced to
their origins, they lead to outdated,
suspect racial science or to biased da-
ta,” researchers from Harvard Univer-
sity and NYU Langone Medical Center
wrote in a 2020 article in the New Eng-
land Journal of Medicine.

Scientists have found more genetic

variation within racial groups than be-
tween different races, the article notes.
And when Black people as a group do
have different health outcomes, the
cause is most likely societal, such as
economic disparities or the stress of
enduring racism.

In 2022, the United Network for Or-
gan Sharing banned the use of any di-
agnostic tool for kidney health that
uses race. A year later, the organization
required hospitals to retroactively ad-
just the priority of Black patients on the
kidney transplant waitlist.

That help came too late for Welch.
The years of dialysis led to heart dis-
ease. In 2023, Welch had two stents im-
planted. Vanderbilt University Medical
Center, which is treating Welch, said he
is now too sick to receive a kidney
transplant.

In April, Welch sued Vanderbilt Uni-
versity Medical Center and the United
Network for Organ Sharing. A few
weeks later, he suffered a heart attack.
The hospital declined to comment on
the lawsuit. Other Black patients de-
nied kidney transplants have filed suits
in Atlanta and Los Angeles.

“There’s a very real chance that he’s
going to die as a result of this applica-
tion of the race-based coefficient,” said
his attorney Matthew Venezia.

Learn more about becoming an or-
gan donor at bethegifttoday.com.

Black patients waited longer
to get kidney transplants

Drs. Charles Mouch and Tyler Murphy
perform a living donor kidney
transplant in 2023 at Vanderbilt
University Medical Center in Nashville,
Tenn. ERIN O. SMITH/VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY

MEDICAL CENTER

Race-based coefficient
forced many to waitlist

Todd A. Price
Nashville Tennessean
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