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Inflation eased slightly in April after
several months of rising costs, accord-
ing to Scripps News, but the prices of
most grocery items remain high. 

In response, this summer, several
major chains are lowering prices on
hundreds to thousands of products.

Walmart 

Walmart’s temporary rollbacks
number nearly 7,000. 

Among the markdowns: $2.22 for a
28-ounce can of Bush’s baked beans,
from $2.48; $6.42
for a 12-pack of 16.9-
ounce bottles of
Pepsi, from $7.48;
and $5.97 for a
21⁄4-pound rotisserie
chicken, from $6.97.

In addition, in
April, the company announced the
launch of its own private food brand,
bettergoods, describing it as “a new, el-
evated experience that delivers quali-
ty, unique, chef-inspired food at an in-
credible value.” 

Items range in price from less than
$2 to less than $15 and most are under
$5.

Target

On May 20, Target announced it
will temporarily drop the prices of
around 5,000 frequently shopped
items in the coming weeks. Prices on
about 1,500 items already have been
cut, and the remaining price changes
will be in place by the end of the sum-
mer.

Examples include $3.79 for 1 pound
of Good & Gather unsalted butter,
down from $3.99; $1.99 for a 16.9-
ounce bottle of a Prime Hydration
sports drink, down from $2.19; $12.99
for 100 ounces of Persil liquid laundry
detergent, down from $13.69; and $1.99
for 13 ounces of Purina One Chicken &
Gravy Cat Food, down from $2.39.

ALDI 

On May 9, ALDI announced that for
the summer it will drop prices on more
than 250 items.

Some stores
drop prices
on groceries
for summer
Where to find the best
deals in Rochester area

Marcia Greenwood, Gabe Hauari,
Julia Gomez and Emilee Coblentz
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle
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COLLEVILLE-SUR-MER, France – World leaders paid tribute to veterans and pledged to con-

tinue to stand for democracy as they marked the 80th anniversary of the June 6, 1944, D-Day

landings, when more than 150,000 Allied soldiers invaded France by sea and air to drive out the

forces of Nazi Germany. h With the numbers of veterans, many older than 100, fast dwindling,

this is likely to be the last major ceremony in Normandy honoring them in their presence. h “Our

admiration is eternal,” Britain’s King Charles III, in full military uniform, said at a British cere-

mony in Ver-sur-Mer. “Let us pray such sacrifice will never be made again.”

80TH ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY

Veterans attend a Canadian ceremony on Thursday in Courseulles-sur-Mer, France, as part of the events to mark the 80th
anniversary of D-Day. JORDAN PETTITT/POOL/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Leaders pay tribute to vets
Ceremonies emphasize threats to democracy then and now
Elizabeth Pineau, John Irish and Jeff Mason REUTERS Inside

Biden, at
Normandy
ceremony,
says, “Let
us be
worthy of
their
sacrifice.”
6A
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Rochester’s Housing Quality Task
Force will expand its focus to increasing
homeownership in the city, Mayor Ma-
lik Evans announced at a press confer-
ence Wednesday afternoon. 

The 21-member group, convened in
February 2022 to suggest policies for
improving housing quality, will have 60
days to develop strategies to help raise
Rochester’s homeownership rate,
which stands at 37%. The national aver-
age is 66%. The task force’s developers,

administrators, and community orga-
nizers will also look at ways to improve
support for existing homeowners.

“Owning a home is one of the most
fundamental ways that families build
wealth and provides stability for future
generations,” Evans said. “We look for-
ward to this group delivering some rec-
ommendations in the next 60 days that
will allow us to leverage the public and
private sector and partnerships to make
recommendations to the city on how we
can help facilitate greater home owner-
ship.”

Mayor: Housing panel to address homeownership 
Christina Chkarboul
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Mayor Malik Evans explains the
Housing Quality Task Force’s focus on
homeownership. CHRISTINA CHKARBOUL/
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Just days after six canines aboard
BARK Air – which bills itself as the first
“air travel experience” designed for dogs
– took the charter company’s inaugural
flight out of Westchester County, the
county sued BARK in federal court, al-
leging violations of Westchester’s air-
port-use restrictions.

Attorneys for Westchester County
say that BARK Air is operating out of the
Westchester County Airport’s private
jet area contrary to county law, which
prohibits commercial and chartered air-
craft with more than nine seats from us-
ing the private jet terminal.

BARK Air uses a Gulfstream Aero-
space GV jet, which has room for 14
seats.

Westchester County is seeking an in-

junction against BARK, which would
prohibit it from operating in the private
jet area. The only other option would be
for BARK to operate out of the passenger
terminal. But space at the terminal is se-
verely limited, given the county’s impo-
sition of a passenger cap and voluntary
night-time flight restrictions.

However, a spokesperson for BARK
Air said its furry customers should still

be able to embark on upcoming travel.
While the company “doesn’t comment
on litigation,” according to the spokes-
person, “we don’t believe this will im-
pact our operations.”

Three other airlines have separately
sued Westchester in federal court,
claiming that the county’s airport-use
restrictions on charter flights violate
federal law. However, a judge has yet to

rule on their claims.
Westchester County has made clear

its frustration with public charter ser-
vices. In a regulatory filing submitted to
the Federal Aviation Administration, it
said that the latest iteration of public
charters “closely resembles” services
offered by large, commercial airlines.

Public charter companies “are at-
tempting to force airports such as
(Westchester) HPN to allow them to fly”
from the private jet terminal “and there-
by gain a competitive advantage” over
commercial airlines, the county said in
its filing.

“Accordingly, the two should be held
to the same safety and security stan-
dards, and airport sponsors should con-
tinue to treat the two equally,” the coun-
ty added.

Asher Stockler is a reporter for The
Journal News and the USA Today Net-
work New York. You can send him an
email at astockler@lohud.com. Reach
him securely: asher.stockler@proton-
mail.com.

Westchester sues BARK Air charter for dogs
Alleges violations of
rules on private jet area

Asher Stockler
Rockland/Westchester Journal News

USA TODAY NETWORK

BARK Air bills itself as the first “air travel experience” designed for dogs. A
concierge makes sure the dogs adjust well. PROVIDED BY JOE GALL/BARK AIR

The Greece school board Tuesday
approved a set of resolutions that will
make some children walk farther to
their bus stop or school building, a con-
cession to the ongoing national diffi-
culty of finding bus drivers.

Under the new regulations, children
in grades K-5 will have to walk up to
two tenths of a mile to their school or
bus stop. Middle schoolers will have to
walk up to one mile and high schoolers
will have to walk up to 1.5 miles. Excep-
tions will be made for crossing high-
traffic streets.

“We have overserviced in terms of
what we have provided people,” Super-
intendent Kathleen Graupman said.
“That’s nice to be able to do, but we’re
not in a position to continue to do that.”

The changes will reduce the dis-
trict’s transportation burden by 16
routes, Transportation Director David
Richardson said. They will take effect

in September.
School districts across the U.S. have

been struggling to recruit school bus
drivers, in particular since COVID-19.
Greece employs 130 drivers today, down
from 160 in 2019, Richardson said.

The district has dealt with buses ar-
riving late for children in the morning
and has had to cancel after-school activ-
ities due to a lack of drivers, Graupman
said.

In January Greece announced it
would stop busing international stu-
dents to private schools based on a tech-
nical reading of the law and the word
“resident.” 

RCSD, too, has struggled to get chil-
dren to school on time due to a lack of
bus drivers. Rochester and Greece are
the two largest school districts in Mon-
roe County and two of the largest in New
York, with transportation concerns
greatly more complex than in smaller
districts.

“Hard times call for hard measures,”
Richardson said, “and that’s what we’re
looking to do.”

Bus driver shortage in Greece
spurs longer walking distances
Justin Murphy
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

A Rochester-area man has to pay
the costs of a search he prompted after
he tried to sink his own boat in Lake
Ontario.

Vyacheslav Migitskiy last year
pleaded guilty to lying to federal
agents when asked about the fate of
his boat, which was found in August
2022 submerged in Lake Ontario near
the Genesee River.

Migitskiy said he’d donated the boat
and did not know how it ended up in the
lake. Instead, Migitskiy used another
boat he owned to tow the 25-foot 1987
Bayliner into Lake Ontario, where he
took steps to cause it to sink.

U.S. District Judge Frank Geraci Jr.
ordered Migitskiy to pay $15,442 resti-
tution — $14,194 to the U.S. Coast Guard
and $1,248 to the New York State Police
for the search and rescue efforts trig-
gered by the discovery of the boat.

He will also serve a year of probation.

Local man ordered to pay $15K
after sinking boat in Lake Ontario
Gary Craig
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

When Evans put together the task
force nearly two-and-a-half years ago,
he gave its members 90 days to compile
policy suggestions on housing quality
and code enforcement. Since then, the
city has created a Landlord-Tenant Bill
of Rights and Responsibilities, hired
more code enforcement inspectors, and
launched a digital property database
and management portal. 

Evans said his administration seeks
ways to align its homeownership-fo-
cused efforts with county, state, and
partner organizations’ initiatives. 

At the press conference, Rochester
Management Manager of Housing Carol
Wheeler said that strengthening exist-
ing programs that reduce obstacles to
homeownership, such as Home Roches-
ter and Buy the Block, will be a priority. 

“We have a great foundation of pro-
grams and projects to start building
more toward homeownership and in-
creasing that percentage,” Wheeler
said.

The city will also look to the task
force for ideas on addressing the ongo-
ing racial disparities in homeownership.
Only 28% of Latine and 30% of Black
Rochesterians own their homes, ac-
cording to City Council President Mi-
guel Meléndez. This data follows a trend
pervasive across the state: An October
2023 report from the New York Attorney
General’s office revealed that white
households own their homes at nearly
double the rate of households of color.
The report found that unequal access to
affordable credit remains a key barrier
to homeownership for people of color.

“All residents, but particularly
Black and Brown residents in the city,
need access to these types of opportu-
nities to ensure that we’re providing
the equity in terms of the opportuni-
ties to own property in the city of
Rochester,” Meléndez said at the press
conference.

In particular, Meléndez said he’d
like the task force to consider expand-
ing the Rochester Land Bank Corpora-
tion, which takes back vacant, tax-de-
linquent, and abandoned properties
and sells them to prequalified buyers. 

Wheeler said the group’s strategies
will likely involve existing buildings
and new developments, including ex-
perimental housing types the city
hasn’t seen much of, such as co-ops
and mutual housing.

Evans said the city will improve ac-
cess for first-time buyers and expand
programs that help existing home-
owners repair and renovate their prop-
erties.

“We don’t only want to increase
homeownership, but we also want to
make sure that people who currently
own their homes can stay in their
homes,” Evans said. “Part of that is
making sure that they can keep their
houses up to code.”

Rochester recently received over $4
million state grant as part of the Tar-
geted Home Improvement Program,
which should help finance critical re-
pairs for low- and moderate-income
homeowners. Evans said efforts to
help homeowners keep their proper-
ties compliant will ramp up, though an
existing city-run initiative that helps
fund repairs in owner-occupied prop-
erties, the Housing Rehabilitation Pro-
gram, is not currently available, ac-
cording to the city website.

Housing
Continued from Page 1A

Among the savings: $1.49 for a
French baguette, down from $1.59;
$6.99 for USDA Choice Black Angus sir-
loin steak, down from $8.49 through
July 10; and $2.49 for a 32-ounce bag of
Season’s Choice frozen French fries,
down from $2.79.

Wegmans

Wegmans Food Markets did not re-
spond to a question about whether it
plans to temporarily lower any of its
prices, given current conditions, as it
did in early 2019 in response to the eco-
nomic effects of a government shut-
down.

But the company’s website states:
“We publish a flyer a few times per year.
We believe you shouldn’t have to buy
just what’s ‘on sale’ this week — you
should be able to buy what you want,
when you want it. That’s why we keep
our prices consistently low, every day,
so you can save on the items your family
uses most.”

Walgreens price-reduction plans

On May 29, pharmacy chain Wal-
greens announced its own price-reduc-
tion plans. 

“Walgreens understands our cus-
tomers are under financial strain and
struggle to purchase everyday essen-
tials,” Tracey D. Brown, Walgreens’ chief
customer officer and president of retail,
said in a statement. “We continue to be
committed to our customers by lowering
prices on over a thousand additional
items, something we’ve been doing

since October of 2023.”
Price reductions highlighted by the

company include: $5.99 for Eucerin
Advance Repair Hand Cream, from
$7.29; $1.99 for Nice! Mini Pretzels,
from $2.79; $11.99 for One a Day gum-
my vitamins, 80-count, from $13.49;
and $6.99 for Clean & Clear Foaming
Facial Cleanser, from $7.99.

Fast food also reacting to
inflation: McDonald’s and Burger
King plan to offer cheaper meals

Fast food is another category where
changes are afoot. Recently, McDon-
ald’s and Burger King announced
plans to sell $5 meal deals to bring
back customers turned off by soaring
prices.

Reporter Marcia Greenwood covers
general assignments. Send story tips
to mgreenwo@rocheste.gannett.com.
Follow her on Twitter @MarciaGreen-
wood.

Groceries
Continued from Page 1A

“Walgreens understands our
customers are under financial strain
and struggle to purchase everyday
essentials,” Tracey D. Brown,
Walgreens’ chief customer officer
and president of retail, said in a
statement. ROBERT BELL/ROCHESTER

DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

AUSTIN, Texas – Dr Pepper is com-
ing for the top dog of soft drinks. 

According to The Wall Street Jour-
nal, Dr Pepper is now tied with Pepsi as
the second most popular soft drink in
America. 

Dr Pepper has consistently in-
creased its market share over the past
two decades. In the early 2000s, it held
approximately 5.5% of the market and
ranked fifth among major soft drink
brands. Now it has surpassed Diet
Coke and Sprite to sit tied with Pepsi
behind Coca-Cola.

Last year, Coke secured 19.2% of the
soda market in the U.S. by volume, ac-
cording to Beverage Digest’s data. Dr
Pepper and Pepsi both had 8.3%. After
that came other brands owned by Co-
ca-Cola: Sprite came in at 8.1% and
Diet Coke at 7.8%.

The Wall Street Journal report high-
lighted the impact of Dr Pepper’s en-
hanced marketing of its unique fla-
vors, which have expanded the brand’s
presence beyond traditional markets.

Last year, iconic Texas ice cream

company Blue Bell and Dr Pepper col-
laborated to create an ice cream flavor.
The two combined vanilla and Dr Pep-
per-flavored sherbet to create the Dr
Pepper Float.

Other Dr Pepper collaborations in-
clude the Dr Pepper shake from Whata-
burger. 

According to The Houston Chronicle,
Dr Pepper was first created in a drug-
store in Waco, Texas, in 1885 by pharma-
cist Wade Morrison. 

Coca-Cola was also considered med-
ication, and the original formula fea-
tured cocaine. Dr Pepper did not use the
substance, but it did claim that it would
aid digestion.

Report: Dr Pepper ties Pepsi as
nation’s 2nd most popular soda
Marley Malenfant
Austin American-Statesman

USA TODAY NETWORK

Dr Pepper originated in a drugstore in
Waco, Texas, in 1885.
SHANNON STAPLETON/REUTERS FILE


