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How Hobart won bid for 2025
boys lacrosse state finals 
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CIUDAD JUÁREZ, Mexico – The tunnel is dark
and narrow. Toxic gases rise up from the dank wa-
ter. Insects scurry along the sides, rattlesnakes
wait, coiled. Rodents lurk along the water’s edge.

Yet this drainage network that reaches from Ciu-
dad Juárez, Mexico, into El Paso, Texas, is one of the
most sought-after routes for patrons of a VIP migra-
tion package offered by Mexican cartels to those
with the money to pay for it.

The tunnel route costs at least $6,000, according
to interviews with top Mexican state authorities, fed-
eral law enforcement officials from both sides of the
border and migrants waiting to cross in encamp-
ments along the Rio Grande. Ricardo, a migrant
smuggler, said he has charged as much as $15,000.

Everything in this underground world functions
by a code the cartels give their VIP customers, often
delivered by cellphone, that identifies which cartel
“travel agency” a migrant is working with so that
everyone from local police to rival criminal syndi-

cates knows not to harass them.
Heightened U.S. security along the border and

fewer legal pathways to come north have been an
economic boon for Mexican criminal organizations.

Mexican cartels
offer VIP package

for migrants

Heightened U.S. security along the border and fewer legal pathways to come north have been an
economic boon for Mexican criminal organizations.

Protects the wealthy
with system of bribes
Steve Fisher and Alfredo Corchado
SPECIAL TO USA TODAY

Migrants’ belongings lie abandoned outside
Ciudad Juárez at the border between Mexico and
the United States. The city, only miles from El
Paso, Texas, has become a transit hub for
migrants from all over the world.
PHOTOS BY JOSE LUIS GONZALEZ/REUTERS FILE

See CARTELS, Page 4A

The confrontation often starts with a
simple question: “What are you doing
here?”

In video after video posted by groups
across the country, a version of that
question is posed to a panicked man
who, according to the makers of the
videos, expected to meet a child he’d
sent sexual messages to online. 

The men soon learn they were tricked
— not by police, the FBI or law enforce-
ment of any kind — but by a complex
decoy operation set up by so-called
“predator catchers.” 

Essentially modern-day iterations of
the early 2000s TV segment “To Catch a
Predator” tailor-made for the social 

‘Predator
catcher’
videos raise
questions 
Some prosecutors
refuse to take on cases
after vigilante traps
Jeanine Santucci
USA TODAY

See PREDATORS, Page 5A

As work proceeds to remove four
dams along the Klamath River, more
than the salmon runs will be restored:
The lands long buried by the now-
drained reservoirs will be reclaimed by
the people who were robbed of them
more than 100 years ago. 

The Shasta Indian Nation celebrat-
ed last week as California Gov. Gavin
Newsom returned about 2,800 acres of
the tribe’s most sacred and culturally
important lands that were drowned by 

Tribe to
reclaim
land once
buried by
reservoir
Historic theft undone
for Shasta Indian Nation

Debra Utacia Krol
The Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SHASTA, Page 9A
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the Copco I dam in the early 20th centu-
ry. June 18 also marked the fifth anniver-
sary of a historic apology made to Cali-
fornia tribes by Newsom.

In addition, Newsom also issued an
executive order establishing the Califor-
nia Truth and Healing Council to study
and clarify the relationship between the
state and “California Native Ameri-
cans.”

It’s the latest chapter in the nation’s
largest-ever dam removal. 

Christina Snider-Ashtari, tribal af-
fairs secretary and head of the Gover-
nor’s Office of Tribal Affairs, said New-
som delivered the news to the tribe dur-
ing a visit to review the dam removal
process on June 5.

The move to return lands to the Shas-
tas was also supported by Siskiyou
County. In November, the county board
of supervisors unanimously voted to
send a letter of support to the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife on the
tribe’s request. 

“The tribe is traditionally and cultur-
ally affiliated to these lands,” the letter
said, “and we believe that returning
ownership of certain Parcel B lands will
be a positive and important step. It is
also the County’s view that Shasta Indi-
an Nation will be good neighbors.” 

Over the next few months, Snider-
Ashtari said, the state’s natural re-
sources and fish and wildlife agencies
will be working with Shasta officials to
develop the exact legal documents to fi-
nalize the land transfer. That will in-
clude preparation of management
plans, conservation and public access
easements, and a wide variety of other
legal documents.

Snider-Ashtari, an enrolled member
of the Dry Creek Rancheria Band of Po-
mo Indians, said the action felt mean-
ingful to her personally. 

“For me as a California Indian to help
facilitate the deal shows that the Truth
and Healing Council is not just an apol-
ogy from the governor and a talking cir-
cle,” she said. “It shows that your hope is
not unfounded.”

Snider-Ashtari is hopeful the state’s
citizens can see the value in uplifting
the futures of California tribes as a step
in jointly stewarding lands.

Tribe’s hard-won lands lost again
to dams

For millennia, the Shasta people have
inhabited a region in Northern Califor-
nia from Seiad Valley east, surrounded
by the Klamath, Scott and Shasta rivers
and northeast to Jenny Creek and into
southern Oregon. 

The Kikacéki and Kutarawaxu bands
of Shastas lived and worked on the
lands surrounding the Klamath River
about 35 miles northeast of Yreka. Kika-
céki land also encompasses K’účasčas,
a place sacred to tribal members around
the mouth of Fall Creek.

Their first extended encounters with
settlers occurred with the arrival of gold
miners in the 1850s. Following the min-
ers came farmers, ranchers, loggers and
other settlers. Shastas in the region suf-
fered greatly from a generation of mas-
sacres, forcible marriages and rapes,
and the loss of their lands.

Shasta Chief Bogus Tom Smith la-
bored to rebuild his community by ob-
taining Indian land allotments, marry-
ing tribal members to landowners and
other means. By the early 20th century,
he had managed to put together some
ranches close by each other to serve as
restored homes for his people.

But the narrow valley with a mean-
dering river threading its way along the
bottomlands was also determined to be
a good place to bring electricity to parts
of Northern California and Southern
Oregon. 

Just one thing stood in their way: the
Shastas, whose reconstructed land base
was directly in the area designated for
the dams and the reservoirs that would
feed water through the turbines. The
people of the small tribe were removed
from their homes through eminent do-
main. 

The Siskiyou Electric Light and Pow-
er Company began constructing the first
of the dams, Copco No. 1, in 1910. The
company was reorganized as the Cali-
fornia-Oregon Power Company, or Cop-
co. Between 1910 and 1962, the company
built three more dams, all to generate
electric service. 

The 300-member tribe has fought to
get at least part of their ancestral lands
back ever since.

Hope for land, salmon return rises

In addition to the loss of Indigenous
lands, the dams also proved catastroph-
ic for salmon, steelhead and other mi-
gratory fish since a large portion of their
spawning sites were blocked by con-
crete and rebar. 

For decades, tribes along the Klam-
ath who have depended on a clean, free
flowing river and the fish that once
choked the waters have fought their
own battle to remove the dams, which
also had become breeding waters for
toxic blue-green algae, killing fish and
fouling waters far downstream. 

Those efforts came to fruition in 2022
with the final enactment of the dam re-
moval agreement that paved the way for
the nation’s largest-ever dam decon-
struction. Among other provisions, the
lands previously owned by PacifiCorp,
the dams’ last owner, were transferred
to the states of California and Oregon or
a designee by the state to be managed
for public interest purposes. 

The Shasta Indian Nation formally
requested the return of the lands known
as “Parcel B” that had been drowned un-
der the Copco I dam during the process. 

Newsom returned that land plus the
sacred site of K’účasčas, effective with
the completion later this year of the dam
removal by the Klamath River Restora-

tion Corporation, the nonprofit brought
on to oversee the project. 

The land return is of particular inter-
est because the Shasta Indian Nation is
the band of Shasta people not federally
recognized. 

Several bands of Shastas, known as
“Upper Klamath” of the Shasta and
Scott rivers, signed onto the third of 18
treaties negotiated with California
tribes with agent Redick McKee in No-
vember 1851.

In return for ceding all “right, title,
claim or interest of any kind which they
or either of them have to the lands they
now occupy, and to all other lands or soil
in California” to the U.S., they would re-
ceive reservation lands.

The U.S. Senate never ratified that or
the other 17 treaties, instead locking
them away in secret for decades. The
Shastas, along with several hundred
other California tribes, had to defend
themselves against an ever-growing in-
cursion of gold miners and other settlers
determined to take land with little to no

federal protection. 
Because the Shastas whose land had

been taken for the dams had no land
base when the Indian Reorganization
Act was signed in 1934, they were left off
the list of tribes deemed eligible to re-
ceive services from the Bureau of Indian
Affairs or other government agencies, a
process known as federal recognition. 

Many tribes lost lands or lost their
status during the termination era in the
mid-20th century when the federal gov-
ernment was trying to reduce the num-
ber of tribes it was serving. As a result,
about one-third of California tribes lack
recognition.

‘Justice for the Shasta people’

The tribe is formulating plans for the
land, including a cultural center and
public trail detailing Shasta history to
satisfy the public access requirement.
Unlike other land returns, this one
comes without restrictions on other de-
velopment such as housing. The Shasta
Indian Nation is starting to develop a
plan to honor Bogus Tom’s original goal
of rebuilding a home for the entire com-
munity. 

They will be restoring traditional
food, medicinal and ceremonial plants
to the land, plus re-establishing basket-
ry plants. Those activities are expected
to generate jobs and business opportu-
nities, plus a reliable source of healthy
foods. The Shastas also relied on
salmon and once the population has
been restored, they may restart tradi-
tional fishing. 

Candice Difuntorum, Shasta’s vice-
chairman, said the tribe’s vision is cul-
tural revitalization, education and land-
scape stewardship. 

“The dam removal has exposed 35
miles of river that hasn’t seen the light
of day for over 100 years, and we look
forward to restoring the river, our lands,
our ceremony and people.”

“Today is a turning point in the histo-
ry of the Shasta people,” said Shasta In-
dian Nation Chairman Janice Crowe.
She said what the Shasta people have
experienced over the last 150 years has
been a painful story to tell. 

“Now we can return home, return to
culture, return to ceremony and begin to
weave a new story for the next genera-
tion of Shasta, who will get to call our
ancestral lands home once again.

“This is justice for Shasta people.”
Coverage of Indigenous issues at the

intersection of climate, culture and
commerce is supported by the Catena
Foundation.

Shasta
Continued from Page 1A

Karuk Tribal member Lisa Hillman, left, gives her husband, Leaf Hillman, a hug on an overlook above Iron Gate Dam as
crews begin the removal of the top layer of the earthen dam that blocks the Klamath River east of Yreka, Calif., on May 1.
CHRIS PIETSCH/THE REGISTER-GUARD

The Siskiyou Electric Light and Power Company began constructing the first of
the dams, Copco No. 1, in 1910. JOEL ANGEL JUAREZ/ARIZONA REPUBLIC

While dams brought electricity to Siskiyou County and other parts of Northern
California, they also cut off access to salmon and steelhead spawning grounds.
JOEL ANGEL JUAREZ/ARIZONA REPUBLIC

“Now we can return home,

return to culture, return to

ceremony and begin to

weave a new story for the

next generation of Shasta

...”
Janice Crowe
Shasta Indian Nation Chairman

.


