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Your Turn
Clarence B. Jones and Andrew J. Young

Guest columnists

E
ach of us was blessed by our close relationship with the Rev. Martin Lu-

ther King Jr. and our close friendship across six decades. At 93 (Dr.

Jones) and 91 (Ambassador Young), we have each been blessed with lon-

gevity denied to our dear friend Martin, who was assassinated on April

4, 1968, at the age of 39. Today, we mourn and remember the Rev. James M. Law-

son, a moral leader of unparalleled stature and unshakable courage. 

Lawson’s recent passing is an enormous
loss for civil rights, for our country and indeed
for the world because of his steadfast, un-
shakable commitment to nonviolence and the
principles and precepts of Mahatma Gandhi
and the work of King.

Lawson’s central importance in the Black
freedom movement in the United States can-
not be overstated. More than any other figure,
Lawson brought the philosophy and methods

of Gandhian nonviolence to King personally
and to the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, in which we were both honored to
serve. Lawson trained the Nashville students
and clergy who became leaders in the sit-in
movement of 1960 and the Freedom Rides of
1961, including John Lewis, Diane Nash, Ber-
nard Lafayette and the Rev. C.T. Vivian.

The Rev. James Lawson attends a USC School Of Cinematic Arts presentation of “The Power of Film to
Create Social Change” panel discussion on Feb. 7, 2012, in Los Angeles. VALERIE MACON/GETTY IMAGES

MOURNING A MAN
OF PRINCIPLE

We were privileged to know James Lawson, 
a leader who inspired Martin Luther King Jr.

See LAWSON, Page 9B
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OPINION
The First Amendment
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Michael Kilian, Executive Editor &
Mid-Atlantic States Group Editor, 
USA TODAY Network

We choose our syndicated columnists
to present a diverse range of
perspectives each Sunday. 

EDITORIAL BOARD CONNECT WITH US
To submit a letter or essay, please go to www.DemocratandChronicle.com/Opinion and click on “Submit Your Opinion.” Letters are limited to
150 words. Essay submissions are limited to 425 words. You must provide a one-sentence bio and a headshot when you submit your essay
or it may not be considered for publication. Contributors are limited to one published letter or essay every 30 days. All letters and essays
chosen for publication are subject to editing for length, clarity and accuracy. We are no longer accepting submissions by email. Our “Submit
Your Opinion” form is the only way to submit your opinion online. Due to the high volume of submissions, we are unable to publish all of
them, and we cannot personally reply to all submissions. If you do not see your submission published or hear from us within two weeks,
please assume that we are not able to use your submission. 

Benedictine College is on a mission to
transform culture in America, but we
didn’t expect one commencement ad-
dress to put us in the center of our coun-
try’s current culture wars. The experi-
ence, though, is a good reminder that
the mission we have is more important
than ever. Let me explain.

Benedictine, the college I serve as
president in Atchison, Kansas, was the
site of the recent graduation speech by
Harrison Butker, kicker of the Kansas
City Chiefs. In retrospect, it had all the
elements needed to go viral: It was given
by the high scorer from the last two Su-
per Bowls who quoted Taylor Swift and
offered views on politics, religion and
gender roles.

No one expected it to be as big as it
became, though. Suddenly the speech
and reactions were everywhere. It was
the topic of the “Today” show and “Fox &
Friends,” “The View” and “The Daily
Wire,” NPR and the BBC.

For days, talk shows weighed in na-
tionwide. It seemed that everyone had
an opinion, and some of the reactions
were a surprise. For example, Bill Maher
applauded part of the speech on its sub-
stance, and Whoopi Goldberg – along
with Kansas City quarterback Patrick
Mahomes and coach Andy Reid – de-
fended Butker on free speech grounds.

At first, the negative reactions over-
whelmed the positive ones. We logged
thousands of hateful emails and hours
of angry phone calls. More recently,
though, positive reactions have surged.
Through it all, reporters, callers, friends
and foes wanted to know: Do we agree
with Harrison Butker’s sentiments?

We decided not to comment publicly
on the speech. For one reason, doing so
could just incite the haters again. 

The other reason is even more signifi-
cant: The demand that we weigh in on
Butker’s speech is exactly the kind of
problem Benedictine College hopes to
counteract in American culture.

We’ve hosted cardinals and bishops,
a U.S. House speaker and a governor,
authors and businesspeople, entertain-
ers and athletes. Until this year, no one
ever asked us if we shared their views,
attacked us for hosting them, or de-
manded that our commencement
speakers be chased from the public
square, silenced and fired. This sort of
reaction is wrong.

Our history as educators goes back
over 1,500 years. Benedictines began
schools across Europe for students to
share the learning of monks and sisters
who are guided by the Rule of St. Bene-
dict, written in the sixth century.

We won’t
bow to
cancel
culture
Your Turn
Stephen D. Minnis

Guest columnist

Kansas City Chiefs kicker Harrison
Butker speaks to the media in
February before the Super Bowl in Las
Vegas. USA TODAY

See MINNIS, Page 9B
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Defining the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee

When the great civil rights organizer
Ella Baker invited Black college stu-
dents to an April 1960 gathering at Shaw
University in Raleigh, North Carolina,
Lawson drafted the statement of pur-
pose for the transformational organiza-
tion that emerged, the Student Nonvio-
lent Coordinating Committee. 

Lawson’s statement was infused by
Gandhian commitment that defined
SNCC’s early years: “We affirm the
philosophical or religious ideal of nonvi-
olence as the foundation of our purpose,
the presupposition of our faith, and the
manner of our action. Nonviolence as it
grows from Judaic-Christian traditions
seeks a social order of justice permeated
by love.”

In 1963, these streams came together
as Dr. King decided to align with the Rev.
Fred L. Shuttlesworth in an intensive
nonviolent campaign to desegregate
Birmingham, Alabama, a city where the
large African American community ex-
perienced entrenched systemic racism
and pervasive violence. 

On Jan. 10, 1963, Dr. King called a
meeting of his inner circle of advisers to
plan the Birmingham Campaign, which
we called “Project C” for confrontation.
About a dozen of us met at Dorchester
Academy near Savannah, Georgia. 

Two weeks ago, three of the partici-
pants in that meeting were alive; this
week, following Lawson’s passing, we
are the only survivors. 

MLK praised Lawson’s ‘noble’
ministry

At the Dorchester meeting, as in all
conversations with King and colleagues,
Lawson insisted on the purity and disci-
pline of nonviolence, and the unity of
means and ends, as the organizing prin-
ciple for all of our desegregation efforts.

Five years later, in early 1968, it was
Lawson who invited King to Memphis to

demonstrate his support for the nonvio-
lent campaign of local sanitation workers
for human dignity and economic justice.
In his final speech, given at the Mason
Temple on the night before his assassi-
nation, King praised Lawson’s “noble”
ministry: “He’s been going to jail for
struggling; he’s been kicked out of Van-
derbilt University for this struggling; but
he’s still going on, fighting for the rights
of his people.” 

Inspiring countless students and ac-
tivists, Lawson sustained this struggle
for human rights as a Methodist minister,
professor, strategist, organizer and apos-
tle of Gandhian nonviolence throughout
his life until the day he died on June 9, at
95 years old. No one has had more influ-

ence and impact as a practitioner, teach-
er and trainer of nonviolent direct action.

Lawson’s legacy is etched in the lives
of all Americans who have participated in
and benefited from the long march to
achieve racial and economic justice in the
United States. He was the soul of the
nonviolent Black Freedom Movement, an
unparalleled moral inspiration for King
and for each of us, and for every major
civil rights leader in our country.

When a great man dies, we often say
that the tallest tree in the forest has fall-
en.

As we remember Lawson, we recog-
nize that the forest itself has fallen.

Walt Whitman’s poem “O Captain! My
Captain!” mourned the death of Abraham

Lincoln. Today, as we mourn the loss of
the Rev. James Lawson, we remember
our great mariner. Never distracted, Law-
son kept his eye on the sky and the sea,
always reminded us that nonviolence is
the only path to love, justice and the “be-
loved community.”

May his memory be a blessing.
Clarence B. Jones, personal attorney

and speechwriter for the Rev. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., is co-founder of the Clar-
ence B. Jones Institute for Social Advoca-
cy. His new memoir, written with Stuart
Connelly, is “The Last of The Lions.” An-
drew J. Young, former congressman from
Georgia and ambassador to the United
Nations, is chairman of the Andrew J.
Young Foundation.

Lawson
Continued from Page 5B

The Revs. James M. Lawson, left, and Martin Luther King Jr. hold a news conference on March 28, 1968, in Memphis.
JACK CANTRELL/MEMPHIS PRESS-SCIMITAR COURTESY OF THE MISSISSIPPI VALLEY COLLECTION/UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS LIBRARIES

From the start, our universities were
not created to be “safe spaces” where
people cocoon themselves away from
ideas that challenge them. They were in-
stitutions that guarded their faith fierce-
ly, but where every question was posed
and vigorously investigated.

Because of that, after the Roman em-
pire fell, Benedictines transformed
Western civilization through their mis-
sion of community, faith and scholar-
ship by creating abbeys, liturgy and
schools.

The reaction to Butker’s speech reaf-

firmed Benedictine College’s commit-
ment to be a university in the full sense
of the word. The same Benedictine mis-
sion can be just as powerful in America
as it was in Europe: Community is the
answer to the cancel culture; faith is the
answer to the culture of unbelief; and
scholarship is the answer to the culture
of relativism.

As a Benedictine school, transform-
ing culture is in our DNA, and as a U.S.
college, transforming culture is our pa-
triotic duty. St. Pope John Paul II noted
that democracies can easily become an-
ti-cultures controlled by “the wishes of
the few.”

But, he said, “the United States pos-
sesses a safeguard, a great bulwark,
against this happening. I speak of your

founding documents: the Declaration of
Independence, the Constitution, the Bill
of Rights. These documents are ground-
ed in and embody unchanging princi-
ples of the natural law whose permanent
truth and validity can be known by rea-
son, for it is the law written by God in hu-
man hearts.”

So Benedictine College is building a
new classically designed library remi-
niscent of Independence Hall in Phila-
delphia, with a replica of the Assembly
Room and the Liberty Bell to teach about
the founding principles. We are in the
early stages of a proposed new school of
medicine that will enshrine Catholic
moral teaching on the infinite dignity of
the human person as created by God.

Pope Benedict XVI said the hallmark

of a Catholic university is that we share
Christ’s love with our students. I tell
each professor we hire that here we love
our students.

When we do our job right, we educate
students in our mission on campus, and
then they build community, faith and
scholarship in all walks of life, in their
neighborhoods and cities.

Benedictine College will continue to
work on transforming culture in Amer-
ica, so that one day, all Americans, and
not just Super Bowl stars, can be free to
speak their minds and engage each oth-
er without being shouted down, threat-
ened and intimidated.

I wish we were there already.
Stephen D. Minnis is president of Ben-

edictine College in Atchison, Kansas.

Minnis
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hearing you speak, all I want to do is hug
you and welcome you; You will always
have a seat at my table.”

My sense of community once again
shifted.

While I have been giving lectures and
talks for over 60 years, my wife believed
it was important to expand this oppor-
tunity to promote dialogue by establish-
ing the Malik Lecture Series and the Sa-

lahuddin & Sarwat Malik history schol-
arship in 2010 for my 75th birthday. The
goals:

h to engage with global thinkers lo-
cally in order to broaden the perspec-
tives to which Rochestarians had first-
hand access;

h to encourage students who lacked
financial means to study Islam, the Mid-
dle East and South Asia. The Malik Lec-
ture Series to date has hosted varied
thought leaders including Prince Turki
al Faisal al Saud, Ambassador Peter Gal-
braith, former FBI agent Ali Soufan and
most recently Oscar-nominated film-

maker Jeffrey Seftel.
Fifty-seven years on, as I reflect on

my trajectory as a Muslim American in
Rochester, I can truly say, the journey
has never been lonesome. It has been
full of moments of joy and triumph cou-
pled with periods of grief and sadness.
These moments centered on the notion
of community and in many instances of
sacrifices made. 

In the spirit of the Festival of Sacri-
fice that we celebrated recently, I am
reminiscent of the sacrifice that was
commanded of Abraham by God. While
the daily sacrifices that we make might

pale in comparison, it is a reminder to
me that with adversity comes opportu-
nity and strength. 

In the end, these tests give us the
privilege to be one step closer to God.

Eid Mubarak!

Salahuddin Malik, founding presi-
dent of the Islamic Center of Rochester,
is professor emeritus at SUNY Brock-
port. His areas of specialty include
South Asian history, British imperial-
ism and Islam. The Dr. Salahuddin Ma-
lik Islam in America Papers are archived
at University of Rochester.

Malik
Continued from Page 8B

Biden’s declining cognitive capacity
seems undeniable, and yet, the White
House has gone to great lengths to hide
it from the public. That is understand-
able perhaps from a political strategy
point of view, but from the purview of
the American public, unforgiveable.

A recent Wall Street Journal headline
aptly read, “Behind closed doors, Biden
shows signs of slipping.” I laughed. Be-
hind closed doors? You mean in front of
them, too, or outside of them, as the
case may be.

At Monday’s event to commemorate
Juneteenth at the White House, Biden
appeared to freeze as guests around him
danced and sang during the concert.
This just isn’t normal and signals that
he’s not processing information well.
During his speech about the holiday, at
one point, Biden said, “She know long!
She knew suhlongasuhijeruhhnied our
freedom can never be secured.” Is that a

new language? Gibberish? 
For even accomplished public speak-

ers, it’s normal to get tongue-tied or say
a word incorrectly here and there. Ex-
cept there are dozens of recorded in-
stances of the president appearing to be
confused, fumbling for words, slurring
entire sentences or unsure of what he is
supposed to be doing. 

During a D-Day commemoration last
week, cameras caught Biden fumbling
for his seat as other dignitaries re-
mained standing. If you watch, you can
see first lady Jill Biden hold her hand
over her mouth and attempt to commu-
nicate that he should stand.

In February, special counsel Robert
Hur said he wouldn’t bring criminal
charges against Biden after a 15-month
investigation of how he handled classi-
fied documents. Not necessarily be-
cause Biden didn’t mishandle the docu-
ments, but because he’d be difficult to
convict. Hur’s report described the
president as a “well-meaning, elderly
man with a poor memory.” 

When the report was released, Biden
argued his memory was fine. 

The American people deserve
transparency

I don’t fault Biden. At 81, most people
start slipping, if they’re still living. I’ll be
lucky if I’m stringing sentences together
at 81, too. But I also won’t be running for
president.

Biden has served his country. He’s
done his bit. But the jig is up. The White
House should hear this loud and clear.

Yet, I’m not judging Biden for being old
and slowly declining as almost all elderly
people do. I’m judging Biden and his ad-
ministration for continuing to pretend
like nothing is wrong when we can see
the opposite happening with our own
eyes. 

Biden is not asking America to qualify
him to a nice nursing home. He’s asking
Americans to give him the access to the
nuclear codes again. He’s asking Amer-
icans to decide out of two incompetent
men − one a liar and a fraud, the other
incompetent and incoherent − who
would be the least incompetent. If only
neither was truly an option (it is, but you
get my point). 

This might sound harsh, unusually
partisan or even mean. But I’ve called out
Donald Trump for other things, including
childish ranting, arrogance, narcissism
and being a fraudulent, smarmy bully
who’s now a convicted felon. 

It’s not mean to point out Biden’s obvi-
ous cognitive decline; it’s mean to con-
tinue to force him to pretend like he’s
strong and healthy when he’s clearly
struggling. 

It’s irresponsible of the White House
to force this charade and act like Biden’s
in fantastic health when he clearly needs
help walking or speaking. For the White
House to continue to act like Biden isn’t in
serious decline is not just disingenuous,
but unethical and pathetic. 

It’s our election after all, and our re-
public. Should we be able to keep it. We
deserve to have all the most accurate in-
formation about each candidate before
us.

Nicole Russell is an opinion colum-
nist with USA TODAY. She lives in Texas
with her four kids. Sign up for her news-
letter, The Right Track, and get it deliv-
ered to your inbox.

Russell
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