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A 30-second video of a routine traffic
stop that ended with Rochester police
smashing in a Black man’s car window was
enough to rattle Mike Johnson.

The man in the video posted a clip of the
May 7 incident to his Facebook page earlier
this month. The video was short and left
much unseen, but Johnson, a community
activist with the group Save Rochester, had
questions about what happened.

When Rochester police released a state-
ment and body-worn camera footage of the
confrontation this week, Johnson said
their answers revealed thinly veiled dis-
crimination.

In a press release, RPD said they caught
motorist Marvin Taylor driving with an ex-
pired inspection and ran his plates to see if
the car was stolen. It was not.

The agency accused Taylor of failing to
stop immediately for police. In body-worn
camera footage, one officer used this as an
excuse to approach Taylor’s car with his
gun drawn.

A review of addresses given by police
show Taylor stopped less than a block
away — 10 houses or less — from where
they attempted to pull him over at the cor-
ner of Remington and Dale streets.

And after Taylor was forcibly removed
from the car, an officer accused him of try-
ing to conceal illegal drugs. None were
found.

“It’s almost as if officers are excused for
treating Black citizens like criminals before
they’ve even begun an investigation,”
Johnson said in an interview.

At a press conference for Taylor Thurs-
day morning, Rochester resident Frederick
Walker put it more plainly: “This is known
as being stuck with DWB,” he said. “Driving
While Black.”

How did a routine traffic stop end
with smashed windows?

Police said they broke Taylor’s window
and pulled him from the car because he ig-
nored orders from officers to roll down his
tinted rear windows and exit his vehicle.

Taylor said he refused to get out of the
car because officers wouldn’t explain to
him why they pulled him over when he
rolled down his driver side window to talk
to them. He wouldn’t learn until later that
police claim he failed to use a turn signal at
the intersection.

In an interview, the 22-year-old said
he’s been stopped by police at least a dozen
times over the last few years. Twice, he
said, police ordered him out of the car and
searched it only to come up empty-hand-
ed.

This time, with a gun drawn in his direc-
tion, Taylor wanted to know why he was
stopped.

He was almost home. He had only
turned onto Dale Street because his house,
one block over, was on a one-way street.

“Our officers are tasked with doing an
incredibly dangerous job on a daily basis,”
RPD Chief David Smith said in a statement
about the incident. “Situations, like these,
in which a motorist refuses a reasonable
direction to lower the windows creates an
unsafe situation for everyone involved. Co-
operation from the motorist would easily
have prevented this incident from escalat-
ing.”

Johnson said he knew video of Taylor
refusing to roll down his back windows
would cause doubt in the community over
whether police force in this case was justi-
fied. But he points back to the officer’s gun
and the immediate orders as reasons for
Taylor’s apprehension.

Would a different approach have
changed outcome in Dale Street
traffic stop?

He lives in a part of Rochester that his-
torically has limited power and faces heavy
police presence. There is a legacy of mis-
trust and fear of the police within the Black
community because of prior negative in-
teractions.

“Of course we want officers to be safe,”
Johnson said. “But when you approach cit-
izens in a combative manner, treating
them as criminals, it immediately puts us
on the defense. And when we’re on the de-
fense, officers use that as justification for
escalating the encounter.”

New York police must have probable
cause to initiate a traffic stop, but they are
not required to immediately tell you why
they pulled you over. Still, research shows
that in traffic stops that ended with police
force, officers were more likely to start with
an order and withhold the reason for the
stop.

And Johnson said Taylor is being unfair-
ly scrutinized for his actions during the
traffic stop when, two weeks prior, Monroe
County District Attorney Sandra Doorley
showed more aggression and evasion of

police during a traffic stop for speeding.
Doorley ignored a Webster police offi-

cer’s lights and sirens for nearly a half mile,
parked in her garage, rebuffed the officer’s
orders, berated him with insults and went
in and out of her home with impunity. Offi-
cers never moved to restrain her and plead-
ed with the district attorney for nearly 15
minutes before issuing a ticket.

The police interaction with Taylor lasted
about three minutes. After police pulled
him from the car, they forced him to the
ground, where one officer placed their knee
on Taylor’s head and neck to restrain him.

“It was like a soliloquy explaining to
Sandra Doorley why she was wrong,” John-
son said. “Marvin couldn’t get a basic ex-
planation of why he was pulled over.

“As a Black man, it is so infuriating to
see that played out,” he continued. “We’ve
been saying this type of treatment, this
discrepancy, existed for so long, and to just
see it played out in front of everyone and
people still not acknowledge it? It’s just so
frustrating.”

‘I’m a Black man in America. This
happens every day’

Stories of mistreatment by police are
shared like cautionary tales among Roch-
ester’s Black community.

Treshaun Moore said as a young, Black
man, he was taught that police would have
no problem stopping someone who looked
like him on the street, just to hope they
catch someone with guns or drugs to justi-
fy their actions.

It hasn’t happened to him yet, but
watching the video of Taylor’s traffic stop
— someone he has known almost his whole
life — was all the evidence Moore needed to
believe those stories are more than just
folktales.

He said police failed to realize his
friend’s potential character: Taylor has
lived in that neighborhood since he was a
boy and started helping his mom pay the
bills as a teenager. He breeds French Bull-
dogs and American Bullies and spends his
free time traveling to dog shows across the
country.

In the body-worn camera footage, a po-
lice supervisor approached Taylor in the
back of the cruiser with a hint of astonish-
ment: “They tell me you don’t even have a
record.”

“It’s preconceived notions,” Moore said.
At the press conference, Taylor said he

wasn’t sure if rolling down his tinted win-
dows would have changed the situation.
“Do you think they were still not going to
drag me out the car?” he asked.

“I’m a Black man in America. This hap-
pens every day to somebody,” he said.

— Kayla Canne reports on community
justice and safety efforts for the Democrat
and Chronicle. Follow her on Twitter
@kaylacanne and @bykaylacanne on In-
stagram. Get in touch at kcanne@gan-
nett.com.

— Reporter Madison Scott contributed
reporting to this article.
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Marvin Taylor, 22, stands on Dale Street close to the intersection with Joseph Avenue, near where he was pulled out of
his car and arrested by Rochester Police on May 7. SHAWN DOWD/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE
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Know your rights during a traffic stop
If a police officer orders you to get out of your car, do you have to com-
ply? The answer, settled in a 1977 U.S. Supreme Court case known as
Pennsylvania vs. Mimms, is yes. Here are some other things to know
about your rights: 

Do you have to get out of your car? 

The Fourth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution protects individuals
from unreasonable searches and seizures by the government. This
means that to initiate a traffic stop in New York, police officers must
have probable cause to believe that the driver has committed a traffic
violation or another offense.

In the 1977 case, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that police officers may
order an individual out of their vehicle during a traffic stop because the
person has already been lawfully detained — albeit briefly. The court
ruled that the officers’ command would not violate the Fourth Amend-
ment. It called such orders a minimal intrusion to the individual’s per-
sonal liberty — “a mere inconvenience” — compared to the added safe-
ty it affords an officer. 

“The driver is being asked to expose to view very little more of his per-
son than is already exposed,” the decision said. “The police have al-
ready lawfully decided that the person shall be briefly detained; the
only question is whether he shall spend that period sitting in the driv-
er’s seat of his car or standing alongside it.”

Do police have to tell you why they pulled you over?

While police must have probable cause to initiate a traffic stop, in New
York and most places there are no laws that require them to immedi-
ately tell you why you were pulled over. Lawmakers in California, Con-
necticut and Minnesota are changing course, though.

In California and Minnesota, police must now provide reasoning for a
traffic stop before they question drivers on any subject — unless there
is an imminent threat present. In Connecticut, police have until the end
of the interaction to tell a driver why they were stopped.

Lawmakers in all three states said they were pushing for changes to
promote equity and accountability in police patrols and limit pretextual
stops, a technique where officers use minor infractions like a broken
taillight as a gateway to search for evidence for unrelated crimes.

Research shows that Black drivers are more likely to be subject to pre-
textual stops than their white counterparts. In many cases, these traffic
stops for minor infractions have turned combative or deadly for Black
motorists. 

Scarlet Neath, policy director at the Center for Policing Equity, pointed
to a 2023 study that found “in stops that end in force and other escala-
tion, officers are more likely to begin with a command and less likely to
explain the reason for a stop.”

In advocating for the California legislation, the nonprofit Oakland Priva-
cy argued that sharing the reason for a traffic stop can abate a driver’s
fear or panic during the situation. 

“There is simply no reason not to do this,” the group said in a statement
to the Los Angeles Times. “The role of law enforcement is to enforce
the law, not to play cat-and-mouse games to try to provoke people into
doing the wrong thing and causing the encounter to spiral out of con-
trol.”

What are your rights? 

The American Civil Liberties Union has published a guide to help people
understand their rights when they are stopped by police. The guide
also includes strategies for handling police encounters. Here is some of
their guidance: 

h Stay calm and in control of your words, body language and emotions.
Don’t run and don’t resist, even if you believe you are innocent. 

h If you are in the car, pull over, turn on the internal lights and open the
window. Keep your hands where the police can see them. Upon re-
quest, show the police your driver’s license, registration and proof of
insurance.

h If you are arrested, ask for a lawyer immediately. If you believe your
rights were violated, write down everything you remember about the
situation as soon as possible.

h You have the right to remain silent and refuse to answer police ques-
tions. If you wish to exercise this right, it is best to say so out loud.

h You do not have to consent to a search of yourself or your belong-
ings, including your car. Refusing consent may not stop the officer from
carrying out the search, but it could help preserve your rights in later
legal proceedings. If you are arrested, your car will be subject to search.

— Kayla Canne


