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Democrat could become first
transgender member of House

Democrat Sarah McBride could be
elected the first transgender member
of the U.S. House of Representatives
in the Nov. 5 election, after her pri-
mary rival in deeply Democratic Del-
aware dropped out of the race on
Wednesday.

A member of the Delaware state
Assembly, McBride now faces a clear
field in the Sept. 10 primary after Eu-
gene Young, former director of the
Delaware State Housing Authority,
ended his candidacy. Other candi-
dates have until July 8 to enter the
race.

McBride praised Young for having
run a positive campaign on social
media platform X, saying, “I know the
story of Eugene’s contributions to
our state is only just beginning.”

Success in November would mark
a major milestone in the acceptance
of transgender people in American
culture, even as battles over trans-
gender rights have become a partisan
flash point in a deeply divided na-
tion.

Whoever becomes the Democratic
nominee will be heavily favored to
win in Delaware. 

Ariz. man accused of trafficking
guns to ‘incite a race war’

An Arizona man has been indicted
on four counts of gun-trafficking
crimes after federal prosecutors said
an undercover sting operation re-
vealed that he planned to kill Black
people in a mass shooting to “incite a
race war,” according to the indict-
ment.

A grand jury indicted Mark Adams
Prieto, 58, on Tuesday on charges of
gun trafficking, transferring a gun for
use in a hate crime and possession of
an unregistered gun.

Prieto was driving east on a New
Mexico highway when he was
stopped and arrested on May 14 with
seven guns in his vehicle, according
to the U.S. attorney’s office for the Ar-
izona district.

He had earlier told an FBI under-
cover agent posing as a racist gun en-
thusiast that he planned to drive to
Atlanta, Georgia, for reconnaissance
of possible venues to attack, which
he wanted to carry out before the
presidential election in November,
according to the indictment.

He faces a maximum sentence of
15 years in prison if convicted on the
most serious charge.

Senate confirms 2 for Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission

The U.S. Senate on Wednesday
confirmed David Rosner, a Democrat,
and Lindsay See, a Republican, as
members of the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission.

The tally on Rosner, currently an
aide with the U.S. Senate energy
committee, was 68 to 26 in the 100-
member Senate. His term is set to run
through June 30, 2027.

The vote on See was 83 to 12. See,
the solicitor general of West Virginia,
was recommended by Senate Minor-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell. Her
term expires June 30, 2028.

The FERC, which has a maximum
of five members, regulates the power
grid, liquefied natural gas projects
and interstate transportation of oil
and natural gas.

Fire in Kuwait building kills 
at least 49 foreign workers

At least 49 people were killed in
Kuwait on Wednesday after a fire
broke out in a building housing for-
eign workers, with Kuwait’s deputy
prime minister accusing property
owners of committing violations that
contribute toward such incidents.

The nationalities of those who
died were not immediately disclosed
by authorities. India’s ambassador
visited hospitals where workers were
being treated for injuries sustained in
the fire.

At one hospital, more than 30 In-
dian citizens were admitted, the em-
bassy wrote on social media, adding
that at least 47 workers had received
treatment in hospitals. Several Indi-
ans, including from the state of Ker-
ala, were reported to have died in the
fire, according to a letter written by
Kerala chief minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan to India’s foreign minister that
was shared with the press.

Visiting the site, Deputy Prime
Minister Sheikh Fahad Yusuf Saud
Al-Sabah said “the greed of real es-
tate owners is what leads to these
matters.” It was not immediately
clear if any violations had taken
place at the building or what they
were.
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Oklahoma’s highest court on
Wednesday dismissed a lawsuit by the
last two known living survivors of the
Tulsa race massacre in 1921 seeking rep-
arations for the violence and destruc-
tion that resulted in the deaths of hun-
dreds of Black people.

The Oklahoma Supreme Court up-
held a judge’s decision last year to dis-
miss the case, saying the state’s public
nuisance law could not be relied upon to
address the lingering consequences of
“unjust, violent, and tragic moments of
our history.”

It is estimated that as many as 300
people, most of them Black, died on
May 31, 1921, when a large white mob
overwhelmed Tulsa’s Greenwood
neighborhood, a wealthy community
nicknamed “Black Wall Street.”

Lawyers for Lessie Benningfield Ran-
dle, 109, and Viola Fletcher, 110, argued
the city of Tulsa and others through the
massacre created a public nuisance of
racial disparities, economic inequalities
and trauma that needed to be abated.

They alongside a third massacre sur-
vivor who died while the case was pend-
ing, Fletcher’s brother Hughes Van Ellis,
contended the effects of the massacre
continue to be felt today and that the
city and others should be forced to com-
pensate victims, replace buildings and
return land to the Black community.

But Justice Dustin Rowe wrote that
while the “plaintiffs’ grievances are le-
gitimate, they do not fall within the
scope of our state’s public nuisance
statute,” which was limited to problems
involving criminal or property-based
conflicts.

“The continuing blight alleged within

the Greenwood community born out of
the massacre implicates generational-
societal inequities that can only be re-
solved by policymakers – not the
courts,” wrote Rowe, an appointee of Re-
publican Gov. Kevin Stitt.

Seven other justices joined Rowe’s
opinion, while a ninth, Justice James
Edmondson, partially dissented.

Lawyers for the plaintiffs did not re-
spond immediately to requests for com-
ment.

The Greenwood area had a popula-
tion of over 10,000 Black residents at
the time when racial segregation was
strict and the Ku Klux Klan had strong

membership in Oklahoma.
The massacre began after a white

woman told police a Black man had
grabbed her arm in an elevator in a
downtown commercial building, ac-
cording to an account by the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

Police arrested the man, whom the
Tulsa Tribune then reported had tried to
assault the woman. White residents
surrounded the courthouse, demanding
the man be handed over. A white man
tried to disarm a Black World War I vet-
eran and a shot rang out, touching off vi-
olence in which 35 blocks of Greenwood
were destroyed.

Oklahoma court rejects case
by race massacre survivors
Reparations were
sought over ‘Black
Wall Street’ violence
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Viola Fletcher’s lawyers argued the city of Tulsa and others through the
massacre created a public nuisance of racial disparities, economic inequalities
and trauma that needed to be abated. CARLOS BARRIA/REUTERS FILE

WASHINGTON – Health care spend-
ing in the U.S. is projected to have risen
7.5% in 2023 to $4.8 trillion, federal data
showed on Wednesday, outpacing the
projected annual gross domestic prod-
uct growth rate of 6.1%. 

Spending on Medicaid and private
health insurance drove the growth, with
the insured share of the population
surging to a historic high of 93%, data
from the U.S. Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services showed. The number
of insured individuals largely grew due
to record high enrollment in Medicaid,
with 91.2 million people being covered
under the federal and state health pro-
gram for the poor in 2023.

Medicare spending is projected to
have grown by 8.4% to over $1 trillion
and Medicaid by 5.7% to $852 billion.
Spending on private health insurance is
projected to have grown by 1.1% to
$1.4 trillion.

The estimated health care spending
per person in the U.S. stood at about
$14,423 in 2023 and $15,074 in 2024.

National health spending is expected
to grow by 5.2% in 2024, though Medi-
caid enrollment is set to decline by 11.2%
when over 10 million people lose cover-
age now that pandemic response mea-
sures guaranteeing continuous enroll-
ment have expired. An estimated fur-
ther 2 million will lose coverage in 2025.

Spending is set to grow an average of
5.6% a year between 2023 and 2032,
outpacing the projected annual gross
domestic product growth rate of 4.3%
during the same period.

The rise will lead to an increase in the
health spending share of growth do-

mestic product to 19.7% by 2032 from
17.3% in 2022, the data showed.

Spending in the Medicare program
for people over the age of 65 and the dis-
abled is set to initially grow during the
coming decade partially due to mea-
sures in President Joe Biden’s signature
Inflation Reduction Act which among
other provisions introduced a $2,000
annual cap on out-of-pocket spending.

It will gradually fall over the following
years when the effects of other provi-
sions kick in, such as drug prices negoti-
ated by Medicare with pharmaceutical
companies that are set to apply starting
2026, and the tying of drug price in-
creases to inflation which already start-
ed in 2023. 

US health care spending rises to $4.8T
Increase outpaces GDP 
Ahmed Aboulenein
REUTERS

National health spending is expected to grow by 5.2% in

2024, though Medicaid enrollment is set to decline by 11.2%

when over 10 million people lose coverage now that

pandemic response measures guaranteeing continuous

enrollment have expired.

Twenty-four companies are working
to develop an avian flu vaccine for cat-
tle, as the virus spreads among U.S.
dairy herds, Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack told Reuters on Wednesday. 

Bird flu has infected 90 dairy herds
across 12 states since late March, ac-
cording to the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture. Three dairy farm workers also
have been infected with the virus, two in
Michigan and one in Texas.

A vaccine could curb the risk of bird
flu spreading to new species and lessen
potential economic losses for dairy
farmers, but may take years to develop.

Animal health care company Zoetis
said it started development of a vaccine
for dairy cattle this spring. Merck Ani-
mal Health said it is evaluating technol-
ogies and strategies that would allow for
timely responses to emerging diseases,
including bird flu in cattle.

In addition to the two dozen compa-
nies working at varying stages of vac-

cine development, the USDA is con-
ducting its own preliminary research
into a vaccine at its laboratory in Ames,
Iowa, Vilsack said in an interview.

The agency is looking for a vaccine
candidate to test for efficacy, he said.

“That could happen tomorrow, or it
could take six months, or it could take a
year,” Vilsack said.

The agency’s other efforts on bird flu
include research into potential respira-
tory spread of the virus between cows
and providing support to farmers to in-
crease biosecurity on farms.

While wild birds were a major vector
for bringing bird flu to poultry farms, the
main risks to spread on dairy farms ap-
pear to be the movement of people and
equipment, he said.

“For dairy cows, it isn’t about migra-
tory birds, it’s about cows moving, it’s
about people, vehicles and equipment
that may have virus they don’t even
realize that they’re carrying,” he said.
“That’s why the biosecurity becomes
just incredibly, incredibly important.”

A pilot program for bulk milk testing
will be rolled out “in the very near fu-
ture,” Vilsack said. The program is
meant to expand testing for the virus
while enabling healthy herds to move
across state lines without negative tests
from each cow.

Michigan and Idaho are among
states that have expressed interest in
the program, Vilsack said. 

Companies work to find bird flu vaccine for cows
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The USDA is conducting its own
preliminary research into a vaccine at
its laboratory in Ames, Iowa, according
to Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack.
LEAH MILLIS/REUTERS FILE


