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NEWS TIPS

Diamonds aren’t forever as
singer Bassey sells her gems

Dame Shirley Bassey, who famous-
ly sang “Diamonds Are Forever” in the
James Bond film of the same name, is
selling some of her jewelry and
watches at auction, with proceeds
from the sale to benefit her chosen
charities.

The Welsh-born singer, 87, is part-
ing with more than 80 items, including
dazzling pieces by high-end names
such as Cartier and Van Cleef & Arpels
at Sotheby’s Oct. 10 Fine Jewels sale in
Paris.

“This collection is eclectic and
shows (Bassey’s) grand personality
and superstar status,” said Nikita Bi-
nani, head of jewelry at Sotheby’s Lon-
don.

Top lots include a diamond neck-
lace with an estimate of $292,500-
$346,700, a diamond and gold parure
by Cartier estimated at $217,000-
$271,200, a yellow diamond ring for
$179,000-$217,000 and an emerald
and diamond necklace by Van Cleef &
Arpels estimated at $65,100-$75,900.

Kodi, star of ‘Dog on Trial,’ takes
home Cannes’ top dog prize

There was plenty of tail-wagging
and face-licking as Kodi, this year’s
winner of the Palm Dog, the canine
equivalent of the Cannes Film Festi-
val’s top prize, went up to receive his
red collar for the French comedy “Dog
on Trial” on Friday.

The Griffon mix was praised for his
“breathtaking” performance as Cos-
mos, a guide dog for a visually im-
paired man, who goes on trial over an
attack, in a case whose outcome could
mean death.

“This film is very significant be-
cause it not only explores the bond be-
tween humans and dogs but it takes a
satirical, comedic but quite profound
look at the way that we domesticate
dogs and the way that we relate to
dogs, and the way our justice system
relates to dogs,” said critic and jury
member Anna Smith.

Parton to spotlight her family in
new album and docuseries

Dolly Parton’s desire to fully em-
brace her family’s roots amid her now
perpetual place in the global spotlight
has reached a new level.

Via a partnership between Dolly-
wood and Parton’s co-owned Owepar
Entertainment, the singer will release
the album “Dolly Parton & Family:
Smoky Mountain DNA – Family, Faith
& Fables” on Nov. 15.

The release will create a musical lin-
eage from the Parton family’s roots in
the United Kingdom in the 1600s to
their home in the Great Smoky Moun-
tains of eastern Tennessee.

Wilson is ‘doing great’ amid
conservatorship, daughters say

Brian Wilson’s daughters Wendy
and Carnie Wilson have good news to
share about their dad’s health amid his
battle with an undefined neurocogni-
tive disorder.

“He is doing great! He is doing great.
Every day he is in physical therapy. I’m
cooking for him, he’s spending a lot of
time with his children now, his family,”
Carnie Wilson told ET. 

The insight into Brian Wilson’s life
comes after a Los Angeles County Su-
perior Court placed him under a con-
servatorship earlier this month.

“I think he’s doing really good under
the circumstances that he’s going
through right now,” Wendy Wilson
said.

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

CityGate shopping center in Brigh-
ton will become the home of the second
TopGolf facility to open in New York
state.

Home of the only Costco and REI Co-
op in Rochester, City Gate was bought
by Streamline Real Estate Partners,
LLC, a development firm based in Fair-
port, last September. Since then, devel-
opers have been working with the City
of Rochester to get approvals and fill the
remaining eight vacancies in the plaza.

They hope to begin construction on
TopGolf and a hotel this spring. The
plans for the golfing venue include a
48,282-square-foot facility with two
floors of nearly 80 covered driving
range bays open to a 205-yard-long out-
field.

What is TopGolf?

Other than your typical driving
range, TopGolf features extensive in-
door and outdoor entertainment com-
plexes with high-tech driving ranges.
Guests can enjoy a restaurant, bar, out-
door seating, and music venue. 

Topgolf offers several games, like
hitting targets to accumulate points,
making it playable for golf pros and
newbies. The balls used are also micro-
chipped to track the accuracy and dis-
tance of your shot.

Over the last two decades, over 70
facilities have been built worldwide,
most located in the United States.

Topgolf engages a broad spectrum of

individuals in swinging a club, disman-
tling the perception of golf as an elitist
pursuit. This approach has significantly
bolstered its appeal nationwide and
across various social media platforms.

How will TopGolf impact
employees and local businesses?

Due to risks associated with con-
struction costs, the TopGolf company
applied for tax breaks through the
County of Monroe Industrial Develop-
ment Agency (COMIDA). COMIDA has
since approved the application and
funding for the new venue.

There are concerns about the eco-
nomic credibility and long-term finan-
cial success of employees. In the appli-
cation to COMIDA, TopGolf promises
131 full-time and 162 part-time jobs.
TopGolf claims that the new facility
will:

h Bring 250,000 visitors per year
from Upstate New York and neighbor-
ing states.

h Over 10 years generate $150 million
to $200 million in local economic im-
pact.

h Create nearly 300 permanent jobs.
County Legislator Rachel Barnhart

has responded to the news, calling it a
“sand trap for Monroe County taxpay-
ers.”

She noted that TopGolf has a history
of inflating employment projections af-
ter the company claimed its Long Is-
land location would provide 500 jobs in
a 2021 press release. According to a
Brookhaven Industrial Development
Agency (IDA) report, only 159 full-time
employees were hired at the venue.

Regarding wages, Barnhart says the
Brookhaven IDA reported jobs at the
Long Island location had an average
salary of $30,000 a year in 2022. The
Monroe County application promises
an average salary of $42,332 over 10
years in their application. Barnhart
worries about part-time employees
who will not receive health/retirement
benefits and those who will need public
assistance such as SNAP and Medicaid

There are also concerns about com-
petition with local bars, restaurants,
and golfing venues. 

“By giving TopGolf taxpayer dollars,
we would be hurting other local restau-
rants and entertainment businesses,
which would in effect, be subsidizing
the competition,” County Legislator
Barnhart said. “As for the claim TopGolf
would be a tourist attraction, to my
knowledge, COMIDA has not done an
independent analysis. Such an analysis
should be able to tell us what percent-
age of customers are anticipated to
come from outside the metro area, as
well as their projected spending.”

Monroe County Executive Adam
Bellow released a statement after CO-
MIDA approved TopGolf ’s application
for tax incentives.

“This is great news for Monroe
County. Adding TopGolf to CityGate
doesn’t just give us a premier entertain-
ment and tourism destination; the de-
cision to build one of just 100 TopGolf
facilities in the nation right here in
Brighton signifies the strength and po-
tential of our local economy,” Bello said.

TopGolf Construction is set to begin
in August along the south end of West-
fall Road in Brighton.

The first TopGolf facility in the state of New York is on Long Island. PROVIDED BY TOPGOLF

What we know about new
TopGolf coming to Brighton
Genae Shields
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Greater Rochester Habitat for Hu-
manity plans to expand its Habitat Ho-
mebuyer Program after an investment
from the KeyBank Foundation.

During an event where KeyBank
teammates contributed to constructing
a new Habitat for Humanity home situ-
ated at 560 Garson Ave., the foundation
unveiled a generous $300,000 dona-
tion.

With this investment, Habitat plans
to double its impact by serving an addi-
tional 50 families, or 150 individuals,
over the next two calendar years. It also
plans to expand its financial literacy
training/counseling services. 

Projects for higher-density housing
development on multi-acre parcels 
will occur in Ontario and Wayne coun-
ties. Partnerships with for-profit build-
ers, designers, architects, and work-
force development organizations help
the development of these homes along-
side its current volunteer-based pro-

jects. 
“We are excited to invest in and part-

ner with Greater Rochester Habitat for
Humanity as they find transformative
and innovative ways to make our com-
munity stronger by making homeown-
ership more accessible and sustainable
for all.” KeyBank Rochester Market
President Vince Lecce said.

Habitat’s goal is to help families ei-
ther obtain affordable housing as de-
fined by HUD or demonstrate their abil-
ity to qualify for an affordable housing
solution through a financial review.

KeyBank, Habitat partner to expand housing
Genae Shields
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK


