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Osaki Premier
$4,999

$2,499
• Computerized Body Scanning

• SL-Track

• 38 Air Cell Full Body 

Compression

Otamic Pro-3D Signature

$5,499

$2,799
• Intelligent Voice Control

• Computer Body Scan System

• 3D Massage Mechanism

Osaki Pro OS-3D Opulent

$4,999

$3,499
• 3D Massage Mechanism

• SL-Track

• Zero Gravity Reclining

Ador AD-Allure

$5,999

$2,499
• Intelligent Voice Control

• Computer Body Scan System

• 3D Massage Mechanism

585-384-2629

Experience the Newest 
 Innovation in Home Massage

Osaki USA  
Massage Chairs

www.onsalemassagechair.com

The Most Sold Massage Chair Brand for 10 years Straight

Scan Me

➤ Leading Distributer of  
Massage Chairs

➤ Guaranteed Customer Satisfaction

➤ Most Trusted Massage Chair

➤ Quality Craftsmanship

➤ Leading Brand in Therapeutic 
Furniture

➤ Exceptional Customer Service
Free Shipping  

Free Curbside Shipping

Tax Free 
No Sales Tax

30 Days 
Money Back Guarantee 

(There are shipping charges 

for delivery & return).

Mention Code USAToday20 To  

Receive These  

INCREDIBLE SAVINGS!

EXCLUSIVE OFFER 
 For Our Readers:

ERIE, Pa.

T
he first Memorial Day observance at the Pennsylvania Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home near Lake

Erie on May 30, 1887, was “impressive in the extreme,” according to the Erie Morning Dis-

patch. h With communities across the nation pausing again Monday to remember fallen U.S.

service members, we are taking a look back at the home that opened in 1886 to care for infirm

and indigent Civil War veterans. h “The veterans of many battles were congregated in the chapel and

there listened to the addresses and songs which brought back old army days,” the Dispatch reported

about the first ceremony at the home.

The addresses included Gen. John A.
Logan’s order designating May 30, 1868,
as a remembrance day for Civil War
dead. A children’s choir sang “America”
and “Nearer My God to Thee,” bringing
“many tears to the eyes of the veterans.”

For the veterans, the Soldiers’ and
Sailors’ Home was “a haven of rest for
those who, having fought for the salva-
tion of their country, found themselves
in their old age, crippled, without homes
or the means of smoothing the down-

ward paths of their declining years,”
the Dispatch reported on the home’s
opening Feb. 22, 1886.

There were 27 initial residents. By 

Civil War veterans were first residents
at Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home

v The Pennsylvania Soldiers’ and Sailors’ home was built beginning in the 1860s
as a Marine hospital for sick and disabled Great Lakes sailors. Though the state
appropriated $90,000 for its construction in 1867 and later appropriated more,
the hospital was never completed, according to John Miller’s 1909 “Twentieth
Century History of Erie County, Pennsylvania.” ERIE DAILY TIMES, FILE

For veterans, the Erie, Pa., facility was “a haven of rest for those who, having fought for the salvation of their country,
found themselves in their old age, crippled, without homes or the means of smoothing the downward paths of their
declining years,” the Erie Morning Dispatch reported on Feb. 22, 1886. CHRISTOPHER MILLETTE/ERIE TIMES-NEWS, FILE

Taking care of
those who served
Valerie Myers Erie Times-News | USA TODAY NETWORK

See HOME, Page 6A

When someone applies for a mort-
gage, they trust a home loan lender or
mortgage broker with some of the
most sensitive information they have:
information about their credit, their
home and the personal details of their
lives.

Unbeknownst to those prospective
homeowners, they may also be sharing
that information with Facebook.

The Markup tested more than 700
websites that offer loans for people
looking to purchase or refinance a
home, from major online brokers to
lesser-known regional lenders, and
found that more than 200 of them
share some amount of user data with
Facebook. On their sites, these compa-
nies embedded the Meta Pixel, a small
piece of tracking software that shares
visitors’ information with Facebook.

As users filled out mortgage appli-
cations or requested quotes for mort-
gage rates, the Pixel tracked informa-
tion about their credit, veteran status,
occupation, the specific homes they
wanted and more. Experts told The
Markup that it might be against the
law for mortgage lenders to feed this
kind of information to Facebook.

Mortgage
brokers
sharing
data with
Facebook 
Personal info harvested
by tracking software

Colin Lecher and Ross Teixeira
THE MARKUP

See DATA SHARING, Page 7A

There is no print edition of the paper today, but you can find today’s
puzzles, comics, national news and sports here in the eNewspaper.

Every time a Black person is killed
by police, Minneapolis native Alicia
Crudup thinks about her boys.

The 42-year-old is a married moth-
er of six sons, ages 11 to 21. She runs a
nonprofit that mentors kids and pairs
them with role models in the commu-
nity.

When George Floyd was killed on
May 25, 2020, during America’s coro-
navirus lockdown, Crudup remembers
a downpour of commitments too nu-
merous to count. Fortune 500 corpora-
tions made gigantic financial pledges
and tiny arts groups were hired to in-
stall Black Lives Matter murals on
public spaces, all stating that this trag-
edy represented a spark to eliminate
racial disparities.

Backlash to
police reform
in full swing
Phillip M. Bailey, Terry Collins,
Deborah Barfield Berry and Sam
Woodward
USA TODAY

See BACKLASH, Page 4A
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Part-Time
Assistant District Manager

$18.00 P/H

Apply Now!
Go online to Gannett.com/careers to get started 

Contact our local manager at: tnudd@gannett.com

Gannett has immediate openings for Part-Time 
Assistant District Manager in Rochester, New 

York. You must be available to work approximately 
30  hours per week including nights, weekends, 

and holidays as needed. You must have valid 
driver license, liability insurance and a dependable 

automobile.

now
hiring

apply
now

THERAPY, SAFETY AND INDEPENDENCE

How a Safe Step Walk-In Tub can change your life
Remember when…
Think about the things you loved to do that 

are difficult today — going for a walk or just 

sitting comfortably while reading a book. And 

remember the last time you got a great night’s 

sleep?

As we get older, health issues or even everyday 

aches, pains and stress can prevent us from 

enjoying life.

So what’s keeping you from having a better 

quality of life? 

Check all the conditions that apply to you.

A Safe Step Tub 
can help increase 
mobility, boost energy 
and improve sleep.

Then read on to learn how a Safe Step 

Walk-In Tub can help.

Feel better, sleep better, live better
A Safe Step Walk-In Tub lets you indulge 

in a warm, relaxing bath that can help 

relieve life’s aches, pains and worries.

WhySafeStep.com

Personal Checklist:
 Arthritis

 Insomnia

 Diabetes

  Lower Back 

Pain

 Dry Skin 

 Anxiety

 Mobility Issues

  Poor 

Circulation

It’s got everything you should look 

for in a walk-in tub:

•  Heated Seat – Providing soothing 
warmth from start to finish.

•  MicroSoothe® Air Therapy System 

– helps oxygenate and soften 

skin while offering therapeutic 

benefits.

•  Pain-relieving therapy – Hydro 

massage jets target sore muscles 

and joints.

•  Safety features – Low step-in, grab bars and more can help you bathe safely and maintain 

your independence.

•  Free Shower Package – shower while seated or standing.

Call now toll free

Financing available with approved credit.

585-510-2150
for more information and for our Senior Discounts.

Call Toll-Free 585-510-2150
With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while 

supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

15% OFF
Free Shower Package 

PLUS A

“There was an opportunity here and
across the country to enact change in
many areas, long-lasting change,” Cru-
dup told USA TODAY. 

But “I feel like we really missed an op-
portunity to do that,” she said. “All of the
talk was really just that – a lot of talk.” 

Now, instead of historic achieve-
ments, she lists setbacks. That fatigue
and frustration is echoed by dozens of
voters, community activists, civil rights
leaders, scholars and elected officials
who spoke with USA TODAY four years
after Floyd was suffocated by a white of-
ficer’s knee to the neck. 

They say the legacy of Floyd’s murder
is an example of not just a resistance to
police accountability but a larger and so-
phisticated backlash movement that
quashes any attempts at racial justice.

“I have mixed emotions because I
hear from some who remain committed.
I hear from others deafening silence,”
said Marc Morial, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of the National Urban
League. “I see evidence of backlash in
many quarters, and I feel in many parts
of Black America the idea is, ‘Here we go
again.’ ”

The counter-actions over the past
four years are widespread, observers
say, such as the Supreme Court knocking
down affirmative action admissions pol-
icies used to diversify college campuses,
Republican-led legislatures stamping
out Black history courses in public edu-
cation and the closure of offices that pro-
moted diversity, equity and inclusion.

Even symbolic wins aren’t safe, ex-
perts say, highlighting opposition to “Lift
Every Voice and Sing” – often referred to
as the Black national anthem – being
sung at sporting events and a Virginia
school board moving to restore the
names of Confederate leaders to two lo-
cal schools.

And last year, the police killed more
Americans than any other year on rec-
ord. 

Jason Williams, an associate profes-
sor of justice studies at Montclair State
University in New Jersey, said there’s
been a “very major backlash.”

“I think ground zero for that project is
our colleges and universities, where en-
tire DEI departments have been dis-
persed,” Williams said.

The failure of Congress to pass a

sweeping reform package in 2021,
dubbed the George Floyd Justice in Pol-
icing Act, spurred candidates and elect-
ed officials to use “cultural politics as a
political football,” Williams said. It is al-
most certain to bleed into the 2024
presidential contest.

“This sort of repression against the
George Floyd effort is on steroids, espe-
cially now considering that we’re in an
election cycle where the GOP is using
that very movement as part of the ammo
to their base,” he said.

But amid widespread pessimism,
some police reform advocates point to
flickering progress. Those still in the
trenches say local and state efforts to es-
tablish alternative public safety models
show that Floyd’s ghastly death was not
completely in vain. 

A ‘very sad event,’ then inaction

In the immediate aftermath of the vi-
ral video showing Minneapolis Police
Officer Derek Chauvin kneeling on
Floyd’s neck for 9 minutes, 29 seconds,
according to state prosecutors, Wash-
ington appeared ready to unclench its
partisan fists.

Then-President Donald Trump, who
rarely criticized police action, called the
murder a “very sad event” in a tweet on
May 27, 2020. “Justice will be served,” he
said.

Fifty-eight percent of Americans

polled in a July 2020 Gallup survey said
policing needed “major changes.” An-
other 36% said at least minor changes
were required. Just 6% said the country
should do nothing. 

Even after Trump lost reelection,
there was a bipartisan commitment with
Sens. Tim Scott, R-S.C., and Cory Booker,
D-N.J., launching a yearlong quest to
draft a police reform bill that the Senate
could agree upon. It eventually foun-
dered: irreconcilable differences, chang-
ing political winds.

More broadly, led by a fiercely right-
wing counter-movement, Floyd was re-
cast from victim to boogeyman embody-
ing the social ills some associate with
America’s cities. His death, GOP critics
said, paved the way for looting and vio-
lence led by left-wing radicals.

That sentiment remains prevalent
among conservatives on Capitol Hill to-
day. Police officers, these lawmakers say,
have been the ones mistreated and tar-
geted by violence since 2020.

“I hate that our entire police force is
connected to George Floyd all the time,”
Rep. Lauren Boebert, R-Colo., said re-
cently.

“Police protect this country. We sup-
port our officers now more than ever,”
Rep. Ralph Norman, R-Pa., said ahead of
a House vote.

Republican Christopher DeCruze, 39,
of Trumbull, Connecticut, believes the
2020 summer may have been “counter-

productive.” It led, he thinks, to “an in-
crease in crime.” 

The Republican-controlled House
flexed its law-and-order might during
this month’s National Police Week by
passing several bills backing the blue.
GOP lawmakers won approval for laws
that require the quick arrest and depor-
tation of any immigrant accused of as-
saulting a law enforcement officer, un-
dermine changes the D.C. City Council
made to sentencing rules and youth of-
fender status and require the attorney
general to submit a report on violent at-
tacks against law enforcement officers.

“We’re obviously trying to move legis-
lation to support police officers and
stand with cops,” said Rep. Chip Roy, R-
Texas. “We stand firmly behind police.”

Outside of Congress, Republicans on
the ballot this fall are using “defund the
police” as a wedge issue. The slogan be-
came common among the political left
during the Floyd protests, but Demo-
crats have long since abandoned it.

Other GOP officials, however, said
that while their support for law enforce-
ment is solid, additional reforms in
terms of training and other procedures
are worthwhile for Congress to pursue. 

“We’ve always got to improve and by
improving we’ll instill more confidence
in the general public. We need every-
body to have an understanding that 96%
of police are good people,” said Rep. Dan
Meuser, R-Pa.

Meuser noted that Americans are
anxious about crime – which rose during
the pandemic, though it has since fallen
– with 63% describing it as either ex-
tremely or very serious, according to an
October 2023 Gallup survey. He said
rather than fueling trends that could
worsen police-community bonds, poli-
cymakers should look to mend those re-
lationships.

Fear of crime vs. racial justice

Rosemary Nevils Williams, of Minne-
apolis, thought Floyd’s murder would be
a wake-up call for her hometown as well
as the country. 

She said enough hasn’t been done to
repair what has been broken between
the city’s Black and Indigenous commu-
nities and law enforcement.

“It has to definitely change,” she said.
“It can’t go on the way it is.”

Nevils Williams, a 75-year-old retired
teacher and social worker, said seeking

Backlash
Continued from Page 1A

Continued on next page

In May 2020, George Floyd was murdered by police outside this Minneapolis
convenience store. His death sparked nationwide protests over police brutality.
SAM WOODWARD/USA TODAY


