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Bills face daunting schedule,
plenty of prime-time exposure
SPORTS, 1C

SEE IF YOU QUALIFY TODAY

585-206-4853

Talcum Powder  
IS CONNECTED TO

Ovarian Cancer
Fallopian Tube Cancer, 

Mesothelioma and Primary 
Peritoneal Cancer

You May Be Entitled To 
COMPENSATION

If you’ve been 

diagnosed with cancer 

 in 2017 or later

T
he botched cannabis industry rollout in New York has

now spurred Gov. Kathy Hochul to overhaul the poorly

run state agency that stifled marijuana business

growth and fueled an explosion of illicit cannabis

shops, state records show. h After New York’s legal cannabis mar-

ketplace floundered over the past two years, Hochul’s administra-

tion last week announced new measures aimed at greenlighting

more marijuana businesses and shuttering illicit weed stores, in-

cluding a new enforcement task force headed by state police.

‘ENVIRONMENT
OF DEEP
DISTRUST’

GETTY IMAGES

NY botched
the cannabis
rollout. How
long will it
take to fix it? 

David Robinson
New York State Team

USA TODAY NETWORK See CANNABIS, Page 5A

New data from Feeding America re-
veals the sharpest increase in food inse-
curity since the Great Recession.

Based on the most recent data from
the “Map the Meal Gap” study, the food
insecurity rate in Foodlink’s 10-county
service area jumped to 12% in 2022,
from 9.3% in 2021. This study offers lo-

cal-level estimates of food insecurity
and food costs for every county nation-
wide.

The one-year increase led to an addi-
tional 33,580 people experiencing food
insecurity, raising the total to 151,820 in
the Rochester/Finger Lakes region. The
USDA defines food insecurity as a
household’s occasional lack of access to
sufficient food for an active, healthy life.

Food insecurity jumps in Rochester area
1 city ZIP code ranks third-highest in NY
Justice Marbury
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Foodlink and
City of
Rochester
staff help
distribute
emergency
food supply
boxes at the
Rochester
Public Market
in 2020. SHAWN

DOWD/ROCHESTER
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PHOTOSee FOOD, Page 5A

Rochester woke up to foggy condi-
tions Thursday, but it wasn’t just a
ground-bound cloud settling over the
metro area. 

There was also light smoke from a
rash of wildfires throughout Canada
and the northern United States, push-
ing the air quality into the yellow mod-
erate category, if just barely. At 7 a.m.
Thursday, Rochester recorded an AQI
of 53 — at which point unusually sen-
sitive people should reduce their out-
door activity. 

The thickest density smoke was
found over larger fires in the Canadian
provinces of British Columbia, Alber-
ta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba.
Some moderate density smoke, likely
concealed by cloud cover, was found in
the north-central U.S. and the Great
Lakes region in areas like Milwaukee,
Chicago and Minneapolis.

Canadian
wildfires
impact air
quality here
Steve Howe
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Heavy smoke from Canadian wildfires
blanketed Rochester, creating an
orange haze over the Sibley Building.
SHAWN DOWD/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND

CHRONICLE

See WILDFIRES, Page 5A
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TRADITIONAL SOFA
With a warm floral pattern and

classic traditional design, this

80’’ sofa is sure to enhance

the atmosphere of any living

room also available. Matching

pieces also

on sale.

LARAMIE SOFA
Attention to detail is apparent with

this Benchcraft sofa. Nailhead trim

and throw pillows accent the rich

microfiber beautifully in this relaxing

sofa. Matching

pieces also on sale.

Choice of
Colors

Choice of
Colors

2 FOR $699
RECLINERS

h ff

Choice
of

Colors

2 FOR $799
RECLINERS

• 42” TV STAND ALL WOOD
AND FACTORY ASSEMBLED!

• 50” & 60” ALSO ON SALE
$388

Lynch’
s

$799

CHAIRS
PAIR!BY

THE
2 Great Chairs
1 Great Price!

RECLINERS

2 FOR $599

2 FOR $499

SWIVEL
ROCKERS

Choice of
Colors

$499

CASUAL SOFA
This fashion forward sofa

features pillow-top arms and

seat cushions. Covered in a

plush, durable micro-fibre

fabric. Matching

pieces also

available
$599

TRADITIONAL SOFA
With a warm floral pattern and

classic traditional design, this

80’’ sofa is sure to enhance

the atmosphere of any living

room also available. Matching

pieces also

on sale.
$499

This fashion forward sofa

features pillow-top arms and

seat cushions. Covered in a

plush, durable micro-fibre

fabric. Matching

pieces also

available
$599

• 42” TV STAND ALL WOOD
AND FACTORY ASSEMBLED!

• 50” & 60” ALSO ON SALE
$388

Lynch’
s

$699

$499From $799

POWER
RECLINER
W/LIFT

$499$388

Choice of
Colors

RECLINERS

$799

$388$799

POWER RECLINERS 
& LIFT CHAIRS

Choice 
of fabrics 
and styles

D
C
-38608703

$799

Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6   Sat 10-5   Sun Noon-4

From $899 $799

 SWIVEL CHAIRS
Choice of 

Fabric

$799

RECLINING SOFA
You won’t go wrong with this 
reclining sofa with its comfortable 
back and arm design. Ample 
seating room makes the comfort 
possibilities endless.  
Matching pieces  
also on Sale!

$899

Sleek and stylish two-tone table 
set with seating for 6. Ladderback 
chairs and bench catered to your 
comfort with contoured seats!
Set includes: Leg table, Bench, 
and 4 Side Chairs
-Choice of finishes!!

100+ 

recliners 

in stock

HOLIDAY 
SALE

GOING ON NOW!Canandaigua

0%
INTEREST
FOR UP TO
ONE FULL

YEAR!

FREE
DELIVERY

OF ALL 
PURCHASES

SHOP FAMOUS 
BRAND NAMES!

to all areas of

Monroe, Ontario, 

Wayne, Yates and parts 

of Livingston Counties

100% 
SOLID WOOD 
FURNITURE 
AVAILABLE!

SINCE 1905

FURNITURE COMPANY
and MATTRESS CENTER

13 Bristol Street
(25 yards west 
off Main Street)
DOWNTOWN

CANANDAIGUA
585-394-6190

Suitable for a variety of spaces, 
this short sofa invites you to stay 
a while with its approachable, 
everyday style. Features like it’s 
tufted back, and contemporary 
structure make it blend in any 
room. 
-Matching pieces
  available! 
-Two color options!

$588

APARTMENT SIZE SOFA

Offer valid until 5/31/24

50% OFF 
all window styles

Been waiting for a BIG DEAL on replacement windows? If yours are cracked, leaking, 
moldy, won’t close (or open), or wasting your money by letting out all your heat or 
air conditioning, you deserve new windows. With proven quality windows backed  

by a lifetime warranty – plus the BEST OFFER OF THE YEAR – now is the time to  
call Window Nation.

Before After

Get BIG SAVINGS plus an EXTRA 10% off!

If you have cosmetic defects, high 
energy bills, old windows, drafts...it’s 

a big deal.

Right now replace your windows 
with an even BIGGER DEAL

0%
interest for
60 months

Offer Valid on certain models, and excludes the cost of labor. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Financing offers a no interest feature (during the “promotional 

 

Schedule your FREE 
consultation today! 585-512-8378

WindowNation.com/usatoday

But New York’s can-
nabis industry will not
be fixed “overnight”
due, in part, to prior
mismanagement of the
state Office of Cannabis
Management, which
had inexperienced
leadership making reg-
ulatory and communi-
cations mistakes that
financially ravaged
scores of marijuana
business hopefuls, a
scathing new assess-
ment of the state’s can-
nabis agency asserted.

A $5 million pool of
state funds will also be-
come available to reim-
burse those wronged by
the Conditional Adult-
Use Retail Dispensaries
program, including nu-
merous legal challenges
that stalled approvals,
Hochul said. That money
will help them offset eligi-
ble investments they
made to secure store-
fronts and other business
resources as part of the
delayed cannabis licens-
ing process.

State cannabis leader
to step down

During a media brief-
ing Friday, Hochul re-
vealed plans to establish
new leadership positions
at the state cannabis
agency, including the re-
placement of Chris Alex-
ander, its inaugural exec-
utive director who will
step down in September.

In 2021, Hochul ap-
pointed Alexander, who
previously worked as an
associate counsel for the
state Senate and as policy
coordinator for the Drug
Policy Alliance, a non-
profit advocacy group.

How New York
cannabis 
rollout failed

New York’s cannabis
overhaul plan followed a
30-day assessment of the
state cannabis program
conducted by a team of
investigators led by the
Commissioner of the Of-
fice of General Services
Jeanette Moy. Hochul or-
dered that review after
declaring the industry
rollout a disaster.

The assessment find-
ings of the state cannabis
program included:

h A failure to central-
ize licensing operations
that created complex and
obscure requirements,
which contributed to cre-
ating a bottleneck of mar-
ijuana business appli-
cants. 

h The cannabis agency
provided sparse custom-
er service while lacking
transparency about its li-
censing process, both of
which left many busi-
nesses frustrated and

distrustful of the state
agency.

h A lack of data and
key performance indica-
tors within the cannabis
agency structure, which
also pursued a misguided
attempt to create new in-
formation technology
systems rather than le-
veraging existing IT re-
sources within other
state agencies.

“Most concerning,” in-
vestigators noted, the
cannabis agency “did not
intend on reviewing all
retail license applications
it received, while accept-
ing nonrefundable appli-
cation fees, and requiring
many applicants to exe-
cute leases or purchase
property.”

“The decision to limit
the number of licenses
without full transparency
to applicants has created
an environment of deep
mistrust,” the assess-
ment added.

How Gov. Hochul
plans to fix 
cannabis industry

The cannabis overhaul
plans described by Ho-
chul included:

h Committing to put-
ting in place an service-
level agreement to allow

for completion of canna-
bis retail license applica-
tions within 90 days for
future application win-
dows.

h Creating new com-
munications tools, in-
cluding regulatory bulle-
tins and public dash-
boards to improve cus-
tomer service.

h Launching a state-
run cannabis map tool
online to improve the
transparency surround-
ing licensed retail loca-
tions in summer 2024.

h Adding staff to can-
nabis business licensing,
compliance and enforce-
ment teams.

h Strengthening agen-
cy foundations and man-
agement including hiring
senior positions for cus-
tomer service, internal
controls and audit and
operations.

“While change will not
be easy or overnight, the
(cannabis) agency can
overcome many of its in-
ternal challenges and be-
come the regulatory
agency the New York can-
nabis market needs,
without losing any of its
focus on building an equi-
table industry,” investiga-
tors said in the assess-
ment.

During a media briefing last year in Brooklyn, Gov. Kathy Hochul displayed
photos of illicit marijuana seized by authorities as part of a crackdown on shops
illegally selling cannabis. PROVIDED BY THE OFFICE OF GOV. HOCHUL

Cannabis
Continued from Page 1A

You can track the latest wildfires and
red flag warnings in the United States
using a new dynamic map and infor-
mational page created by USA TODAY
(scan the QR code for quick access). In
addition to the map, there is a list of re-
ported wildfires, smoke description
and access to other useful links.

How toxic wildfire 
smoke affects your health 

Breathing the toxic smoke can cause
a series of problems, from minor irrita-
tions to serious concerns, including
cardiovascular- and respiratory-relat-

ed problems.
According to Yale Medicine, the PM

2.5 particles are so small they can pass
the usual defense mechanisms of the

upper airway
and penetrate
deep into the
lungs where
they can impair
function. The
particles can
also pass into
the bloodstream
and travel to

other organs. Exposure has been linked
to an increased risk of heart attack,
stroke, lung cancer and a decline in
cognitive function.

Karina Zaiets, Ramon Padilla, Ceci-
lia Garzella and Yoonserk Pyun con-
tributed to this report. 

Wildfires
Continued from Page 1A

Although each of Foodlink’s 10
counties saw significant increases, the
data shows that the 14605 ZIP code,
which covers the Upper Falls and Mar-
ketview Heights neighborhoods in the
city of Rochester, has the third-highest
food insecurity rate in the state
(29.8%).

“We have seen our distribution in-
crease from a steady flow from 45 fam-
ilies each week, to a steady flow of 100
families, including seniors arriving and
waiting in line each week for the dis-
tribution of food and home goods sup-
plies,” LaVada Howard said.

Howard works with Straight from
the Heart Community Outreach, an or-
ganization that runs a food pantry on
Hudson Avenue in the 14605 zip code.

The upsurge can be linked to two
main factors – the sudden rise in food
inflation from 2021 to 2022 and the ter-
mination of several COVID-era federal
assistance programs. 

After Foodlink analyzed the month-
ly reports collected from its 200-plus
members, including food pantries and
meal programs, it found that from Jan-
uary to March 2024, visits to pantries
and meal programs increased by 35%
from the same period in 2023.

“In the short time that the Rochester
Hope North Clinton Food Pantry has

been open, we have come to see first-
hand what food insecurity looks like in
Rochester,” Dawn Burdick said. “It is in
the face of a single mother that doesn’t
know how she’ll be able to find enough
food for her children while they are
home during the weekend. It is seniors
lining up in the cold and snow to use
the food pantry three hours before the
doors open. It is in people on edge as
the end of the month approaches and
their SNAP benefits have been ex-
hausted. In our area of the world that is
so rich in resources, it is disheartening
to see the increased number of people
faced with food insecurity.”

To read the latest Map the Meal Gap
report, visit Map.FeedingAmerica.org.

Contact Justice Marbury on Insta-
gram @justice_marbury and by email
at jmarbury@gannett.com.

Food
Continued from Page 1A

Additional data
h Black and Hispanic residents are far
more likely to be food insecure. In our
region, 8% of white residents are food
insecure, compared to 27% of Black
residents and 28% of Hispanic
residents.

h Approximately 34% of people facing
hunger do not qualify for SNAP
benefits due to income thresholds.

h The childhood food insecurity rate
jumped from 12.5% to 17% from 2021
to 2022.


