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WASHINGTON – A U.S. congression-
al committee on China has asked lead-
ing research university Georgia Insti-
tute of Technology to detail its collabo-
ration with a Chinese university facing
U.S. government restrictions due to its
alleged ties to the country’s military. 

Georgia Tech partnered with China’s
northeastern Tianjin University on cut-
ting edge technologies despite its docu-
mented ties to the People’s Liberation
Army, John Moolenaar, the new Repub-
lican chairman of the House of Repre-
sentatives’ select committee on China,
wrote in a letter on Thursday to the U.S.
school’s president, Angel Cabrera.

But the Georgia Tech scientist who
led the project defended the research,
saying all the results were available to
the public, that it had passed extensive
legal reviews, and that only a small por-
tion of the funding came from the Geor-
gia Tech Research Institute (GTRI),
which is heavily sponsored by the Pen-
tagon.

The letter noted that Tianjin Univer-
sity and numerous affiliates had been
added in 2020 to the Commerce Depart-
ment’s export restrictions list for ac-
tions contrary to U.S. national security,
including trade secret theft and re-
search collaboration to advance China’s
military.

“While Georgia Tech is now prohib-
ited from exporting sensitive technol-
ogies to Tianjin University due to the
Entity List’s prohibitions, it has collab-
orated with Tianjin University and at
least one other PLA-linked entity on de-
veloping sensitive technologies,” Moo-
lenaar said.

The Tianjin research center is affiliat-
ed with a Chinese company with sub-

sidiaries that supply the PLA, the letter
said.

A Georgia Tech news release from
January said its researchers based in
Atlanta and at the Tianjin International
Center for Nanoparticles and Nano-
sysms had created the world’s first
functional semiconductor made from
the nanomaterial, graphene, which it
said could lead to a “paradigm shift” in
electronics and yield faster computing.

The U.S. and China, in the midst of an
intense geopolitical and scientific rival-
ry, both view semiconductors as a stra-
tegic industry with civilian and military
uses, including quantum computing
and advanced weapons systems.

A spokesperson from Georgia Tech
said it welcomed the congressional in-
quiry, but that GTRI “does not have a
collaboration, research partnerships, or
provide any funding to Tianjin Univer-
sity.”

quests for comment.
Walter de Heer, the Georgia Tech pro-

fessor who directed the program, told
Reuters that only one Atlanta-based
student had derived funding from GTRI
for “nonproprietary” research related to
the collaboration, which involved repro-
ducing samples made in Tianjin.

He said deteriorating U.S.-China re-
lations had derailed what had been a
fruitful scientific endeavor with Chi-
nese researchers.

He said the research was still about a
decade away from viable implementa-
tion, but that he had been unable to ob-
tain U.S. government or private sector
funding for follow-on research despite
its promise.

“Everything I’m doing is public do-
main and open source,” De Heer said.

The letter marks one of the first ac-
tions Moolenaar has taken as head of
the bipartisan committee, a post he as-
sumed in April after former Rep. Mike
Gallagher left Congress. No Democrats
on the committee signed the letter.

The U.S. Justice Department under
the Biden administration ended a
Trump-era program called the China
Initiative intended to combat Chinese
espionage and intellectual property
theft, but which critics had said spurred
racial profiling toward Asian Americans
and chilled scientific research.

Still, U.S. agencies and Congress
have stepped up scrutiny of China’s
state-sponsored influence and technol-
ogy transfers at American colleges and
universities, concerned that Beijing
uses open and federally funded re-
search environments in the U.S. to cir-
cumvent export controls and other na-
tional security laws.

Various congressional bodies have
recommended stricter China-related
measures be added to the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 that requires U.S. col-
leges and universities that receive fed-
eral funding to disclose foreign owner-
ship, control, gifts and contracts. 

“We are continuously monitoring the
evolving relationships between China
and the United States and have imple-
mented additional procedures and pro-
tocols to ensure security and maintain
vigilance,” Abbigail Tumpey, the
spokesperson, told Reuters in an email.

In a published article, researchers
credited financial support from GTRI,
which counted the Defense Department
and the U.S. military as customers for
more than 90% of its research in fiscal
year 2023, according to its latest annual
report.

Moolenaar said Georgia Tech’s col-
laboration with Tianjin University
raised questions about its entity list
compliance, and asked Cabrera to thor-
oughly disclose all of its joint work.

GTRI, Tianjin International Center
for Nanoparticles and Nanosystems,
and China’s Embassy in Washington did
not respond immediately to Reuters’ re-
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WASHINGTON – The U.S. Supreme
Court on Thursday reinforced the pow-
er of law enforcement authorities to re-
tain seized property belonging to peo-
ple not charged with a crime, ruling in
favor of Alabama officials who were
sued by two women whose cars were
held for more than a year. 

In a 6-3 ruling powered by its con-
servative majority, the justices af-
firmed a lower court’s dismissal of the
lawsuits by the two plaintiffs, who were
denied prompt hearings to reclaim ve-
hicles seized by police in crimes com-
mitted by other people.

The three liberal justices in a dissent
called the majority’s reasoning “deeply
flawed,” and a libertarian legal group
called the ruling a major blow to private
property rights.

The case involved the legal process
that innocent property owners are due
under the U.S. Constitution’s 14th
Amendment. At issue was whether
preliminary hearings – opportunities
that may allow owners to regain their
property more quickly than a different
process known as a forfeiture hearing –
are necessary to fulfill constitutional
due process requirements. 

Conservative Justice Brett Kava-
naugh, writing for the majority, said
preliminary hearings, also known as
retention hearings, are not legally re-
quired.

“In civil forfeiture cases involving
personal property such as cars,” Kava-
naugh wrote, “the (Constitution’s) Due
Process Clause requires a timely forfei-
ture hearing but does not require a pre-
liminary hearing.”

Civil forfeiture laws permit the fed-
eral and state governments to seize and
often permanently keep vehicles, real
estate and other property alleged to
have been used to carry out or facilitate
a crime – even when the owner has not
been convicted or even charged with a
criminal offense. 

Some state laws require government
officials to promptly show that seized
property is likely involved in illegal ac-
tivity and, failing that, return the assets
while court proceedings over the own-
er’s ultimate right to the property play
out.

Alabama was previously among the
states that did not mandate a prompt
pretrial retention hearing in which the
government must justify the property
seizure, though the state revised its civ-

il forfeiture law while the case was
pending.

Justice Sonia Sotomayor criticized
the court’s ruling in a dissent that was
joined by fellow liberal Justices Elena
Kagan and Ketanji Brown Jackson.

“The majority today holds that due
process never requires the minimal
check of a retention hearing before a
police officer deprives an innocent
owner of her car for months or years,”
Sotomayor wrote.

Plaintiff Lena Sutton’s vehicle was
seized while it was being driven by a
friend who borrowed it and was arrest-
ed for methamphetamine possession.
Sutton’s case was consolidated with
that of a second plaintiff, Halima Cul-
ley, whose car was seized when her col-
lege-aged son was arrested for marijua-
na possession while driving it.

Despite their pleas to law enforce-
ment to return their property, Sutton
had to wait 14 months and Culley 20
months before courts determined that
their cars should be returned.

The plaintiffs filed federal lawsuits
arguing that the state government’s
failure to provide a prompt court hear-
ing to let them try to reclaim their prop-
erty violated the 14th Amendment’s
promise that government not “deprive
any person of life, liberty or property
without due process of law.”

Federal judges ruled against the
plaintiffs in their lawsuits. The Atlanta-
based 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
affirmed those decisions. President Joe
Biden’s administration sided with Ala-
bama in the case.

Kirby Thomas West, an attorney at
the libertarian public interest law firm
Institute for Justice, called Thursday’s
ruling “a big loss for private property
rights” that would cause civil forfeiture
cases to “languish for months or years
before they are resolved.”
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A Florida sheriff’s deputy who fatal-
ly shot a Black airman over the week-
end may have entered the wrong apart-
ment in response to a disturbance call,
according to the family’s attorney who
is demanding the release of body-cam-
era video showing the shooting. 

The shooting occurred on the after-
noon of May 3, when a deputy with the
Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office went
to the apartment complex, entered the
unit and opened fire, according to a
statement from Sheriff Eric Aden.

Six shots hit Roger Fortson, 23, a
senior Air Force airman who was at
home in his apartment, according to at-
torney Ben Crump, who is representing
Fortson’s family.

The sheriff said the deputy heard
sounds of a disturbance and reacted in
self-defense after he encountered an
armed man. The sheriff did not name
Fortson in his statement or give any
more detail on the incident.

The sheriff’s office did not return
calls to comment on whether deputies
had gone to Fortson’s apartment by
mistake, nor to corroborate details of
what Crump said had taken place on
the afternoon Fortson was killed.

During a news conference on Thurs-
day, Crump said Fortson was on a Fac-
etime call with his girlfriend after he
just got home from playing video
games with his friends. When he heard
a knock on his door, he asked, “Who is
it?” but didn’t get a response, according
to his girlfriend.

Fortson then retrieved a gun he
owned legally and was walking back
into his living room when the deputy
burst through the door and opened fire,
Crump said, citing the girlfriend. Fort-
son did not fire his weapon, the lawyer
said.

“He was in his apartment minding
his business and then … this cascade of
tragic events started to take place,” he
said, calling on the sheriff to release po-
lice body-camera footage.

The killing is reminiscent of an un-
announced police raid in Louisville,
Kentucky, in March 2020, when police
burst into the apartment of Breonna
Taylor, a Black 26-year-old emergency
medical technician, killing her. Police
had obtained a “no knock” warrant to
raid the apartment, mistaking it for the
home of a suspect.

Taylor’s death, along with the killing
of George Floyd by Minneapolis police
weeks later, set off a worldwide wave of
protests against racism in law enforce-
ment in the summer of 2020.

After Fortson was shot, he was taken
to a hospital where he died from his
wounds.

The deputy must have gone to the
wrong apartment as there was no dis-
turbance at Fortson’s residence and he
was alone, Crump said.

“They had a duty to make sure they
were at the right apartment before they
busted in the door,” he said, noting that
the U.S. Constitution protects against
unreasonable searches and seizures by
police.

Crump said Fortson always dreamed
of becoming a pilot, describing him as a
patriot and a good young man who fol-
lowed rules and respected authority.

“My baby was my everything,” his
mother said during the news confer-
ence, demanding full transparency
from the sheriff’s office as she held a
photograph of her son. “Tell the truth
about my son … please clean his repu-
tation.”

The deputy, who has not been iden-
tified, was placed on paid administra-
tive leave pending the investigation,
the sheriff said. He did not specify who
was conducting the investigation.
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Air Force Senior Airman Roger Fortson
was shot and killed by a Florida
sheriff’s deputy last week.
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