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The First Amendment
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
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Michael Kilian, Executive Editor & Mid-Atlantic States Group Editor, USA TODAY Network. We choose our syndicated columnists to present a diverse range of
perspectives each Sunday. 

EDITORIAL BOARD

er, a clean syringe can be a lifesaving
connection. We might not be able to
stop every overdose, but if we can pro-
vide a tool to forge those connections
and make illicit drug use safer, then we
should.

Colloquially known as syringe ser-
vices programs, SSPs aim to reduce in-
fectious disease transmission acquired
from shared needles. In this regard they
are undeniably effective, yielding a 50%
reduction in HIV and hepatitis C trans-
mission. 

Syringe exchange programs are cer-
tainly not without controversy, but hav-
ing been around for more than three

decades, SSPs are neither novel nor
lacking in evidence of their public
health efficacy and societal cost sav-
ings.

How syringe services programs 
help fight opioid epidemic

A growing number of conservative
states – often concerned that overdoses
are increasing – are moving to restrict or
close down needle exchange programs.
We’ve seen this in Idaho, Nebraska and
West Virginia. Skepticism is under-
standable, as we are all frustrated by an
ever-evolving opioid epidemic that now

is dominated by fentanyl. 
Even so, it is critical to follow the

facts and use every tool at our disposal
to fight this unrelenting enemy.

One of us is a former commissioner of
the Indiana Health Department and
knows from working on the ground with
vocal opponents of SSPs – ranging from
local law enforcement to community
members – that contrary to what some
skeptics claim, these programs have
long contributed to community safety. 

An SSP in Indiana had a lifetime sy-
ringe return rate of 92%. One in Florida 

In opioid war, our front line needs syringe services programs

Your Turn
Dr. Jerome Adams and Mazen Saleh

Guest columnists

It can seem counterintuitive to pro-
vide clean syringes to individuals who
inject drugs. After all, why make it easi-
er to consume illicit substances that are
increasingly resulting in overdoses? 

In the fight against fentanyl, howev- See SYRINGE, Page 6B
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Martin Luther King Jr. became another
abandoned Black leader 

Like W.E.B. Du Bois, Paul Robeson and oth-
ers, King had been abandoned by many leaders
of the NAACP and other Black legacy organiza-
tions. He was still hounded by the U.S. govern-
ment as FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover and COIN-
TELPRO continued efforts to destroy Black
leaders and resistance to racial inequality. 

He was struggling to hold together his own
coalition of lieutenants like Ralph Abernathy,
Jesse Jackson, Andrew Young, Hosea Williams
and others, who all quickly went their separate
ways after King’s death. Du Bois, one Black
America’s greatest intellectuals, had given up
seven years earlier. He wrote to his friend Grace
Goens in September 1961: “I just cannot take any
more of this country’s treatment. ... Chin up,
and fight on, but realize that American Negroes
can’t win.” 

Du Bois left for Ghana the next month and
never returned. He died the day before the 1963
March on Washington, a mere two months after
Evers.

MLK did not live to see us misuse his
words

King did not live to see racist anti-Black poli-
ticians and pundits misuse his words arguing 

The Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial on the
National Mall. The civil rights leader was

assassinated April 4, 1968.
JACK GRUBER/USA TODAY; ILLUSTRATION TREATMENT BY

ABEL MUNIZ MONTENEGRO/USA TODAY NETWORK

BEYOND THE DREAM
AMERICA’S FAILURE TO HONOR MLK
Over half a century later, Martin Luther King Jr.’s vision for racial
equality remains a distant reality as his warnings go unheeded

Your Turn
Ricky L. Jones

Guest columnist

MLK’s legacy and America’s
racial struggle

1968
The year MLK was

assassinated, marking
the end of his

leadership in the civil
rights movement.

1964
The year the Civil

Rights Act was
passed, outlawing

racial segregation and
discrimination.

1965 
The year the Voting

Rights Act was signed
into law, aiming to

protect African
Americans’ voting

rights.

2013
The year of the

Supreme Court ruling
Shelby County v.

Holder, weakening key
provisions of the

Voting Rights Act.

75%
The percentage of Americans who disapproved
of MLK by the time of his death, reflecting the

intense opposition he faced.

See JONES, Page 8B

By 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was flailing. 
King hadn’t had a major victory in years, and

his popularity had plummeted. 
As he neared death, almost 75% of Ameri-

cans disapproved of him, labeling him a race-
baiting troublemaker. Painfully for him, even a
majority of Black people didn’t support him. 

Those closest to King wondered how he
could go on as he tumbled into depression.

The immediate past provided no encourage-
ment in 1968. 

Medgar Evers had been shot to death on his
driveway in Jackson, Mississippi, in June 1963.
King’s simultaneous rival and comrade Mal-
colm X was murdered just over a year and a half
later in New York. 

The Black Power movement had been born a
few years earlier, and its leaders were already
targeted, persecuted and, at times, marked for
death. King’s 13 years on the front lines of Amer-
ica’s Civil Rights War ended when he was mur-
dered in Memphis, Tennessee, on April 4, 1968.
He was only 39 years old. 

What followed his death was a string of
events that served to dismantle his legacy and
allow anti-Blackness in America to flourish. 
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So in the effort to increase pay for
drivers, the city council effectively will
strip thousands of jobs and leave many
people without transportation. 

As Democratic Mayor Jacob Frey said
in an interview, “Getting a raise doesn’t
do a whole lot of good if you lose your
job.”

Nice work, Minneapolis.

California hikes minimum wage,
employers lay people off

Then there’s California. In what
should have been an April Fools’ joke, a
law requiring fast-food workers at large
chains to earn $20 a hour took effect
April 1. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom, a Democrat,
signed the law last year. Obviously,

businesses aren’t happy because it’s
bad for their bottom lines. 

Newsom admitted as much when he
tried to give his buddy Greg Flynn, who
runs Panera Bread franchises in Califor-
nia, a loophole from the law. Flynn is a
big Newsom donor, and Newsom had
demanded a curious exemption to the
law for restaurants “making in-house
bread.” After the justified uproar that
Flynn was getting special favors, he has
said he’ll abide by the higher wage.

It’s no surprise that even before the
new minimum wage became reality,
restaurants started planning layoffs. For
instance, Pizza Hut has said it will cut
more than 1,000 delivery jobs. Many
more are following suit.

As any economist could have predic-
ted, these businesses are having to
downsize their workforce, reduce hours
and raise prices. 

That’s what happens when the gov-
ernment meddles in the private market. 

It’s hard to see how this benefits any-

one in the long run. 
Minimum wage jobs have tradition-

ally existed to give people an entry point
into the work world, but government-
driven inflated wages will take those op-
portunities away from inexperienced
workers. And this government interven-
tion ignores that workers have more
choices than ever. 

“It’s such a competitive marketplace
and unemployment is so low that if
you’re disappointed in the job in either
the culture or the wage or the working
conditions, you can move,” Wesbury
said.

Less work for same pay? Welcome
to Bernie’s world

You can always count on Congress’
resident socialist, Vermont Sen. Bernie
Sanders, to come up with truly wild (and
costly) ideas. He’s a constant pusher of
“free” college, student debt forgiveness
and high minimum wages.

Sanders also says Americans deserve
a 32-hour work week. Employers would
be forced to continue paying workers
the same pay and benefits as they get for
working 40 hours. And he’s not just
thinking about it – he’s introduced a bill. 

Sounds pretty darn good, I have to
say. 

Unfortunately, in the real world,
companies would have to make adjust-
ments to afford this cushy new employ-
ee benefit. Employers would either have
to hire more workers or lose out on pro-
ductivity, and consumers would face
higher prices as a result. Other unin-
tended consequences would surely fol-
low. 

Bottom line: The private sector works
best when the government gets out of
the way. It’s a lesson liberals never seem
to learn. 

Ingrid Jacques is a columnist at USA
TODAY. Contact her at ijacques@usato-
day.com or on X, formerly Twitter: @ In-
grid_Jacques

Jacques
Continued from Page 7B

people should “not be judged by the col-
or of their skin but the content of their
character” to oppose Black progress. 

He did not live to see the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, for which he fought so
fiercely, weaponized by the U.S. Su-
preme Court and attorneys general like
Kentucky’s Russell Coleman to justify
the legal destruction of affirmative ac-
tion and diversity initiatives, and set
the fight for racial equality back dec-
ades. 

King did not live to see the Voting
Rights Act of 1965, of which he was so
proud, gutted and rendered little more
than a “dead letter” by the Shelby Coun-
ty v. Holder ruling in 2013. Since then,
racial voting disparities in America have
increased exponentially. 

King was a brave man born out of
the Black radical tradition 

King did not live to see cowardly
Black free-riders (not Freedom Riders)
who will not open their mouths in de-
fense of their people benefit from his
sacrifice and suffering. 

He did not live long enough to see the
Ward Connerlys, Clarence Thomases,
Candace Owens and Daniel Camerons
of the world.

He didn’t live to see Sen. Tim Scott,
R-S.C., skinning, grinning and genu-
flecting before Donald Trump as he bas-
tardized the words of Fannie Lou Ham-
er. 

He did not live long enough to see a
Black man running for governor of
North Carolina proudly proclaim that
Black people owe America reparations. 

Nor did King live long enough to see a
Black president or the unrelenting white
backlash that has followed him.

What would King think of America
today?

The searing truth-telling writer
James Baldwin didn’t see most of it, ei-
ther. He outlived King by two decades,
eventually dying in 1987 during the ra-

cial onslaught of the Reagan era. He was
only 63. 

For those decades, Baldwin was the
one left behind. 

He lived long enough to bear witness
to the grief, pain and white retribution
that followed his friends’ murders. 

What Baldwin saw was neither pretty
nor encouraging. 

He damningly reflects on America in
Raoul Peck’s Oscar-nominated docu-
mentary “I am not your Negro”: “I’m ter-
rified at the moral apathy – the death of
the heart which is happening in my
country. These people have deluded

themselves for so long that they really
don’t think I’m human. 

I base this on their conduct, not on
what they say. And this means that they
have become, in themselves, moral
monsters.” 

Current political and social anti-
Blackness has grown more and more
brazen in America and, unfortunately,
there are no Kings or Baldwins left to
fight it. What would Baldwin, King and
their fellow warriors think of America
today? 

Ricky L. Jones, the Baldwin-King
Scholar-in-Residence at the Christina
Lee Brown Envirome Institute, is a pro-
fessor of Pan-African Studies at the Uni-
versity of Louisville. His column ap-
pears biweekly in the Louisville Courier
Journal, where this piece originally
published.

The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s widow, Coretta Scott King, leads a march
through downtown Memphis in 1968 after he was fatally shot on April 4.
SAM MELHORN/MEMPHIS COMMERCIAL APPEAL
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The ballot measure requires a super-
majority of at least 60% in November to
pass.

But just having it on the ballot is a
win for Democrats like Biden, who can
use it to motivate voters to turn out.

“We definitely see Florida in play,” Bi-
den campaign manager Julie Chavez
Rodriguez told reporters Tuesday while
emphasizing Biden’s considerable ad-
vantage in fundraising to push messag-
ing about abortion to voters. 

Florida has been trending Republican
for years, as Trump defeated Hillary
Clinton there by just 1.2% in 2016 and Bi-
den by 3.3% in 2020.

But Rick Wilson, a Republican politi-
cal consultant and Trump critic who co-
founded The Lincoln Project, posted on
X (formerly Twitter) Monday: “Florida
just got a lot more expensive for the
GOP.” 

There’s the upside for Biden. Making
Republicans spend more in states
Trump may win leaves them with less to
spend in states Biden can win.

Trump has a history of abortion
rhetoric 

Trump has touched this hot stove be-
fore. He clearly remembers the burn. 

Campaigning for the presidency

eight years ago, he was asked what
would happen if abortion was outlawed
and women still went forward with the
procedure.

“The answer is that there has to be
some form of punishment,” Trump an-
swered, setting off a backlash that lin-
gers today. Biden’s campaign cited that
repeatedly during a call with reporters
Tuesday.

Trump boasts about his role in undo-
ing Roe v. Wade but steps much more
carefully when pressed for a position on
how states regulate abortion and
whether he would back a federal ban on
the procedure. 

He said last month he was open to a
federal ban after 15 weeks of pregnancy.
But then he said it shouldn’t be a federal
issue at all. 

Try to get a straight answer from him.
He goes all dodgy.

“He does have a sort of animal cun-
ning about issues that can hurt him,”
Wilson told me. 

“He wants the acknowledgment of
what he accomplished for evangelicals
on abortion. But he doesn’t want to take
any political damage for it.”

Accountability comes slow for
Trump. 

But he can’t stall it forever. The issue
is out there in other states. 

Voters have strong opinions about
abortion. 

A Fox News poll last week found 59%
of Americans think abortion should be
legal in all or most cases.

Abortion is on the ballot in several
states

Six states have held ballot measures
about abortion since Roe fell two years
ago, according to KFF, formerly the Kai-
ser Family Foundation, which describes
itself as an independent source for
health policy research.

Voters in Kansas and Kentucky in
2022 rejected attempts to amend their
state constitutions to say it contained
no right to abortion. In the same year,
voters in California, Michigan and Ver-
mont backed constitutional protections
for reproductive medicine, followed by
Ohio last year. Planned Parenthood is
backing ballot measures in Maryland,
which would add protection for abor-
tion to the state constitution, and in
New York, where voters are being asked
about an equal rights amendment that
does not specifically mention abortion
but bans discrimination in reproductive
health care. The group also supports ef-
forts under way in other states.

Arizona activists on Tuesday said
they had collected enough signatures on
petitions for a ballot question asking
voters if abortion should be protected in
the state constitution. 

Colorado has what The Associated
Press called “dueling efforts” for two po-
tential ballot questions – one to ban
abortion, the other to amend the state
constitution to protect it and require
Medicaid and insurance companies to
pay for it.

Ballot questions about protecting ac-
cess to abortion in state constitutions
are also brewing in Missouri, Montana
and Nebraska. This is all good for Biden.

Biden sees opportunity in swing
states 

No wonder the Biden camp is treating
Florida like a windfall. Arizona and Col-
orado are swing states where they can
champion reproductive rights while
touting the 2022 win in Michigan, an-
other swing state.

The Biden campaign on Tuesday
weaponized Trump’s bragging in a new
television ad, part of a $30 million
spring push in swing states. 

“For 54 years they were trying to get
Roe v. Wade terminated. And I did it,”
Trump says in the ad. “And I’m proud to
have done it.” Biden, in the ad, says
Trump is pushing for “a national ban”
while he’ll pursue “a federal guarantee”
for reproductive medicine.

Trump campaigned in Wisconsin on
Tuesday and the Democratic National
Committee greeted him with new bill-
boards that say, “If Trump wins, Wis-
consin families lose,” citing a national
abortion ban.

That felt apt. This is going to follow
Trump everywhere he goes, his own
words broadcasting his boasts, empha-
sizing his actions to take away the con-
stitutional protection that a significant
majority of voters wanted to remain in
place.

Brennan
Continued from Page 7B

I’m wringing my hands over what
comes next

Despite the Cyclones’ encouraging
success with a young team this year, I’ve
still been fretting over the in-state situa-
tion.

I was 15 years old before I could say I’d

been alive for a Cyclone win over Iowa in
football, so I have some sense of how
dissatisfying a long run of Hawkeye
dominance can be.

Iowa is pulling in top recruit after top
recruit to keep its program humming af-
ter Clark leaves for the pros this spring.
The Cyclones haven’t won in Carver-
Hawkeye Arena in 18 years. 

Casual fans tout the staggering at-
tendance totals for Clark’s games this
season with little interest for the 9,000-
plus fans per game Iowa State has aver-

aged over 23 seasons.
The villain of this story is Caitlin

Clark. I want to despise her. But I can’t
muster the feeling. 

Her otherworldliness is just too over-
whelming. 

I’ve been sucked in by the buzzer-
beaters against Indiana and Michigan
State, the impossible-seeming assists,
the dethroning of South Carolina, the
exhilaration of viewership numbers
that show that, while interest in Clark is
soaring, interest in the sport as a whole

is jumping, too. 
I can’t take seriously the claims that

there’s something objectionable about
her on-court demeanor. Clark is great
and I love watching her play.

There won’t be any Hawkeye gear, in-
cluding Clark’s, entering our house any-
time soon. 

My grimaces haven’t gone away. But
she’s a rival I can’t help but applaud.

Lucas Grundmeier is the opinion edi-
tor for the Des Moines Register, where
this column originally published.
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