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Rochester is a city on the rise. That
was the message of Mayor Malik D. Ev-
ans’ “State of Our City” address
Wednesday night at the Arbors Mid-
town before a crowd of city, school,
county and state officials and others. 

While the mayor, who took office in

2022, struck a positive
note and touted his ad-
ministration’s successes
in his hourlong address,
he acknowledged there is
still work to be done on
critical issues, including
public safety, affordable

housing, economic growth and revital-
ization. 

“We have had to transform and
adapt. And things are getting better with
each new day because of our collective
work and toil. ... I stand before you to-

night to report that the State of Our City
is strong and getting better every day
because of our residents,” he said. 

His speech, peppered with historical
quotes and Biblical scripture references,
centered on his repeated mantra.

“Perceive this new thing that springs
forth,” Evans repeated as he delivered
his remarks. “Perceive how we are cre-
ating a safer Rochester. … Perceive how
we are creating a more equitable Roch-
ester. … Perceive how we are a more
prosperous Rochester because we are
positioning our city for growth and pre-

paring for more.”
Here are some takeaways from the

annual address:

Public safety remains a priority 

Evans touted a lower crime rate, fo-
cusing on the reduction in gun violence
in the city over the past two years. 

“We’re bringing crime and violence
under control with our strategy of pre-
vention, intervention and suppression. 

Mayor touts housing, drop in crime 
Evans’ ‘State of Our City’
talk also notes projects
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See MAYOR, Page 5A
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It has been called a holiday for music devotees. Rec-
ord Store Day is a time to celebrate artists, vinyl and
other platforms and community.

At Record Archive in Rochester, it does seem like a
special day. This year, it falls on April 20, and the store
has huge plans.

The store owners were part of the founding of the
day, said Alayna Alderman, vice president of the classic
hometown business. 

“We’ve been doing this a long time, simply for the
sheer love and passion for the music,” she said.

Alderman has connections throughout the indepen-
dent record store sector in America and sees the day as
a way to connect with audiences of all ages and musical
tastes. In their store, they have a quarter million vinyl
records, and much more. They sell in person but also
online.

As Record Archive prepares for Record Store Day on April 20, shoppers scan the aisles.
PHOTOS BY WILLIAM RAMSEY/DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

Vinyl at heart: What’s up
on this Record Store Day

Rochester is a destination for music lovers and LP
enthusiasts; here’s what stores have lined up today

William Ramsey
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Who can resist the dollar bin at a record store?See RECORDS, Page 5A

The Underground Railroad Consor-
tium of New York State wants to con-
nect historic sites statewide via a 500-
mile scenic byway to increase tourism
and improve the public’s understand-
ing of how Harriet Tubman and others
helped enslaved people reach freedom
before the Civil War.

“It will elevate and tell the story of
many freedom seekers,” said Karen
Kuhl, executive director of the Cayuga
County Office of Tourism, a leader of
the initiative and a consortium mem-
ber. Auburn in Cayuga County is home
to the Harriet Tubman National His-
torical Park. Tubman lived in Auburn
for more than 50 years until she died in
1913, according to the National Park
Service.

The Harriet Tubman Underground
Railroad New York Corridor would run
between New York City and Niagara
Falls, passing through 21 counties, ac-
cording to the consortium. 

Ultimately, the consortium aims to
earn scenic byway status from the
state and federal governments for the
route and provide travelers with a co-

See TUBMAN, Page 5A

A historic marker near Harriet
Tubman's home and property
acknowledges her work on the
Underground Railroad. TINA

MACINTYRE-YEE/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND

CHRONICLE

Harriet
Tubman
corridor
proposed 
Would trace NY ties to
Underground Railroad

Steve Kilar
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK
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Vinyl is back in a big way

Record Archive has been riding the
wave of the resurgence of interest in vi-
nyl records. The timing of events like
the April 19 release of a new Taylor
Swift album and a new record from
Pearl Jam doesn’t hurt. 

“We are finally reaping the benefit of
those lean years” buying records every
single day and stocking the store inven-
tory, Alderman said. “Record Store Day
has helped this whole thing mushroom
and it has finally reached mainstream
America, mainstream media. It’s sexy.
And it’s not a trend that will fade away.”

The store will open an hour early, at
9 a.m., on Saturday for the events.

“When I come around the corner and
see the line of people waiting to get in, I
still get goosebumps,” she said. “I’m
like, Oh my God — look at all these peo-
ple waiting to come into my little store!”

Which other Rochester-area
stores are hosting Record Store
Day events?

Other stores in the region that will be
celebrating Record Store Day:

HI FI LOUNGE

Mark Kaidy, owner, said the Hi Fi
Lounge at 1822 Monroe Ave. will be cel-
ebrating Record Store Day. “We’re
opening early,” he said. “We’ll have a
good selection of limited edition rec-
ords. ... My wife is making hors
d’oeuvres.” It is their busiest day of the

year by far.

HOUSE OF GUITARS

At House of Guitars, there will be live
music and a party. Store hours this Sat-
urday? 9 a.m.-9 p.m. “The line will be
out the door bc we have a lot of collec-
tors,” said Linda Schaubroeck, who
works at House of Guitars at times. Her
husband, Armand, and his brother
Bruce own the store. “It will be nonstop,
all day, with music and food and meet-
ing up with friends.”

NEEDLE DROP RECORDS

Needle Drop Records will open at 9
on Saturday. “It’s always a great day for
us,” said Russ Torregiano, owner. Part
of the appeal is that a record store is a
throwback, a classic. But also popular
with a new generation. Torregiano said
people ask him, How do you still sell
records? “They still make them!” he
said. “We’re doing it for the passion of
it. ... It slows everything down. You
can’t skip through the tracks. You have
to pay attention.” Needle Drop is at 1780
Monroe Ave. in Brighton. It is a bigger
space than it used to be at.

CANANDAIGUA RECORD
EXCHANGE

Jon Cooley, owner at Canandaigua
Record Exchange, said they open at 9
on Saturday for Record Store Day. And
he said the lake watershed association
and downtown BID are doing Earth Day
event. He also is teaming with CMAC
and doing a ticket giveaway.

William Ramsey is an editor with
the Democrat and Chronicle and USA
TODAY Network.

A knowledgeable staff at Record Archive provides advice and support for all
they carry: vinyl, tapes, merch, equipment. WILLIAM RAMSEY/DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

Records
Continued from Page 1A

hesive path of Underground Railroad
sites from southern Maryland to St. Ca-
tharines, Ontario, which is about 15
miles from Niagara Falls in New York.

The existing Harriet Tubman Under-
ground Railroad Byway spans more
than 200 miles from southern Mary-
land to Philadelphia, connecting 46
sites. That route inspired groups in
New York to work toward a related by-
way, Kuhl said.

In Maryland, the Underground Rail-
road Byway has been a significant eco-
nomic development agent, Kuhl said. A
2021 study about the byway’s economic
impact on a two-county region con-
cluded it contributed to more than $20
million in sales each year.

Tubman escaped from slavery in
southern Maryland in 1849. Before the
Civil War, she traveled back about 13
times, leading about 70 people to free-
dom. Many of those trips ended up in
St. Catharines. 

Although the New York byway
would be named after Tubman, it
would tell the story of many people who
traveled and aided the Underground
Railroad and recognize the many paths
people took to freedom, Kuhl said.

In addition to several sites in Au-
burn, including Tubman’s home and
church, potential corridor stops include
the Stephen and Harriet Myers Resi-

dence in Albany, where abolitionists
met, and the Niagra Falls Underground
Railroad Heritage Center.

April meetings where the public can
learn more about the proposed corridor
are scheduled in northwestern New
York:

h Buffalo: 11 a.m. on Saturday, April
20, at Michigan Street African Ameri-
can Heritage Corridor, 136 Broadway.

h Niagra Falls: 1 p.m. on Sunday,
April 21, at Niagra Falls Underground
Railroad Heritage Center, 825 Depot
Ave. W.

h Rochester: 6 p.m. on Monday,
April 22, at Legacy Drama House, 112
Webster Ave.

In May, public meetings will be held
in Auburn, Syracuse, Utica, Pough-
keepsie and Westchester County.

Byway planners intend to show
meeting attendees the proposed route
and describe potential implications for
the communities it would pass
through, Kuhl said.

The initial planning process for the
byway began in November and is ex-
pected to continue through October.
The process will produce the founda-
tion for a byway designation applica-
tion to the state Department of Trans-
portation, according to organizers.

Two Rochester organizations are
part of the Underground Railroad Con-
sortium of New York State: Rochester
Museum & Science Center and AK-
WAABA: The Heritage Associates,
which produces educational program-
ming about the Underground Railroad.

Tubman
Continued from Page 1A

We convened unprecedented partner-
ships with law enforcement and public
safety agencies at the county, state,
and federal levels to address illegal
guns, the most violent offenders and
the areas of the city with the highest in-
cidents of violence,” he said. 

“Shootings are down 31 percent.
Firearm-related deaths are down by 29
percent, and total homicides have fall-
en by 32 percent. And those numbers
continue to fall.”

In 2021, there were a record high 81
homicides in Rochester. In 2023, the
number was down to 58.

Evans said city and community
leaders are attacking crime on multiple
fronts, including getting illegal guns off
the street and removing the most vio-
lent offenders. He said Rochester’s is
the first city police department in the
United States to work round the clock
with an ATF agent, who reviews “all gun
arrests for the possibility for federal
charges.”

“As a result, we’ve sent more than
100 violent offenders into federal custo-
dy, where they can no longer wreak
havoc and perpetuate violence on our
streets. And the (Police Department)
took more than 800 illegal guns off the
streets last year,” Evans said.

Affordable housing and housing
development 

Evans said secure, affordable hous-
ing is key to breaking the cycle of pover-
ty in the city. He talked about several
programs, workshops, financial litera-
rcy programs and funding incentitves
to move residents from renting to
homeownership or into rents they can
afford. He said that for the city to pros-
per, all residents must have opportuni-
ties for economic mobility and genera-
tional wealth.

He said these housing projects are
moving forward:

h 164-unit Center City Courtyard at
Plymouth and Main;

h 123 units in Canal Commons on
Canal Street, which includes affordable
housing for those with disabilities;

h 128 units in the old Hickey Free-
man Building on North Clinton;

h 76-unit Alta Vista project at Frank-

lin and Plymouth;, and
h the soon-to-be repurposed histor-

ic Edwards Building with 114 affordable
units.

In two years, Evans said, the city has
built or renovated “more than 1,000
market-rate rental units and almost
1,700 affordable units, including 72 for
extremely low-income residents and
689 for very low-income residents, for a
total investment of an astonishing
$685 million.” City programs have also
aided closings on 118 homes, he said. 

ROC the Riverway revitalization

The mayor highlighted these pro-
jects in the multi-year, many phased ri-
verway revitalization effort that offi-
cials say drives both huge investment
across the city and draws more people
and businesses to the downtown dis-
trict:

h Near completion of the new street
design in the Aqueduct District and the
Main Street Bridge area;

h Upgraded Genesee Gateway Park
and High Falls Terrace Park, including
the new Brewery Line Trail that ex-
tends the path from Pont de Rennes
across the river; 

h Planned upgrade to St. Paul Street
Underpass for bike and walking traffic;

h Launch of second and third phases
of the ROC City Skatepark; and

h Complete the Sister Cities Bridge.
In all, Evans said, since 2022, Roch-

ester has seen more than 40 infrastruc-
ture projects, including several that
have been completed. He said they total
nearly $300 million in investments and
employed thousands in construction.

In 2021, there were a record high 81
homicides in Rochester. In 2023, the
number was down to 58. TINA
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