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Tiger Woods endures pain 
to compete at The Masters
SPORTS, 1C

As a teenager, Freemonta Strong sat
across from city police officers in dis-
cussion circles that tried to break down
stereotypes and improve police-youth
relations in Rochester. Nearly a decade
later, in March 2024, Strong found him-
self revisiting the same conversation
about bias and excessive force by police.

An investigation by the Police Ac-
countability Board looked at 318 inci-
dents over a year and a half where Roch-
ester police officers pressed their knees
into children’s backs, held juveniles at
gunpoint or used other physical tech-
niques to subdue and restrain them.

Black children made up nearly 80%
of all recent cases where RPD used force
on the city’s young people, according to
the report.

Strong was not surprised by the
agency’s findings.

This time, though, the conversation
ahead of him carried more weight: His
4-year-old son was sitting in the audi-
ence of the PAB panel where Strong was
speaking as a representative from Teen
Empowerment. The boy was mostly
oblivious to what was going on around
him, tapping through games on a tablet
while snacking on gummies shaped like
Coke bottles.

But to the adults in the room, he rep-
resented the future: How do they create
a reality where they can trust he won’t
experience police violence? 

Probe
looks at
treatment
of youth
by police
318 Rochester incidents
examined by board

Kayla Canne
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

“When you are not aware,

you do damage. You destroy

communities. You destroy

young people. You destroy

everything. It takes a

conscious effort to become

aware of your implicit bias.”
Shanterra Mitchum
Program director of Teen Empowerment

See YOUTH, Page 7A

Rochester and other U.S. cities within the total solar eclipse’s path of

totality were poised for spectacular views Monday. But in the midst of a

historic astronomical event, did you damage your eyes? If your vision is

a bit blurry and straight things look a little curved, it’s possible. Looking

at the sun during an eclipse without the proper eye protection can

cause permanent damage. Here’s what to know about eclipse blind-

ness, what symptoms to look for and when to visit your eye doctor.

Can looking at the sun during an
eclipse without protection can per-
manently damage your eyes?

Even a short glance at the sun with-
out proper protection can cause tem-
porary or permanent damage to your
eyes. Sunglasses aren’t enough, you
need ISO-certified solar eclipse glasses
which block about 1,000 times more

sunlight.
How do I know if I damaged my

eyes during the April eclipse? What
are the symptoms of eclipse blind-
ness?

The retinas of your eyes have no
nerve endings so even if they are 

Q&A TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE

People watch Monday’s partial solar eclipse at Liberty Island in New York City. DAVID DEE DELGADO/REUTERS

Did looking at sun
cause eye damage?
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle | USA TODAY NETWORK

This scan of a woman’s left eye shows
the 2017 solar eclipse etched on her
retina. Mount Sinai New York Eye and
Ear Infirmary doctors treated the
woman who had retina damage from
staring at the eclipse with glasses she
thought protected her from harmful
rays. PROVIDED: MOUNT SINAI HEALTH SYSTEMSee ECLIPSE, Page 4A

CHICAGO – The global airline indus-
try is facing a summer squeeze, with
travel demand expected to surpass pre-
pandemic levels while aircraft deliver-
ies drop sharply due to production prob-
lems at Boeing and Airbus.

Air carriers are spending billions on
repairs to keep flying older, less fuel-ef-
ficient jets, and paying a premium to se-

cure aircraft from lessors. But some car-
riers are still being forced to trim their
schedules to cope with the lack of avail-
able planes. 

At the same time, the number of trav-
elers globally is set to hit historic levels,
with 4.7 billion people expected to travel
in 2024 compared with 4.5 billion in
2019.

“We can expect a strong performance
from airlines throughout the summer
with some particularly high airfare,”

said John Grant, senior analyst at travel
data firm OAG.

Last December, the International Air
Transport Association had predicted a
9% annual growth in global airline ca-
pacity this year. That estimate looks op-
timistic following Boeing’s safety crisis.

Passenger carriers will receive 19%
fewer aircraft this year than they ex-
pected because of production issues at
Boeing and Airbus, said Martha Neu-
bauer, senior associate at AeroDynamic

Advisory.
U.S. carriers will receive 32% fewer

aircraft than planned a year ago be-
cause several airlines depend on Boe-
ing’s 737 MAX planes, Neubauer said.
Boeing’s production has been curbed af-
ter a January midair panel blowout.

Boeing is reeling from a sprawling
crisis that erupted after the Jan. 5 Alas-
ka Airlines blowout. Regulators have 

Airlines struggle with lack of planes ahead of travel season
Rajesh Kumar Singh
REUTERS

See PLANES, Page 5A
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*Carosa, Patsy D. St. Catherine of SienaApr 13 11:00amMiller Funeral and Cremation Services, Inc.Apr 08Mendon86 Ascension Garden Cemetery
*LiButti, Ann R. Profetta Funeral ChapelApr 13 1:00pmProfetta Funeral ChapelApr 07Penfield93 White Haven Memorial Park
*O’Brien, Juliana (Julie) Jennings, Nulton & Mattle Funeral HomeJan 13 -Jennings Nulton & Mattle Funeral HomeApr 05Penfield91 Oakwood Cemetery

TODAY’S DEATH NOTICES

*Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at democratandchronicle.com/obituaries

Name Age Town, State Passed Arrangements Service Time Service Location Interment

MENDON - On April 8, 
2024 at age 86. He is pre-
deceased by his parents, 
Peter and Mary Carosa; 
son, Kenneth P. Carosa; 
sister, Cesidia DiMaria; 
brother-in-law, Rich-
ard Farkas; and “Aunt” 
Gilda Carosa. Patsy is 
survived by his loving 
wife of 65 years, Lena; 
children, Christopher 
(Betsy) Carosa, Mary Lee Carosa and Andrea 
(Patrick) Borrelli; daughter-in-law, Elisabeth; 
grandchildren, Teresa (Will Merman) Carosa, 
Patsy Carosa, Cesidia Carosa, Catarina Carosa, 
Peter Carosa, Salvatore Carosa and Joseph Borrelli; 
great-grandchildren, Jack and Teddy Merman; 
siblings, Jean Farkas and Paul (Betty) Carosa; 
many nieces and nephews.

Family and friends may call at Miller Funer-
al and Cremation Services, 3325 Winton Road 
S., Friday, April 12, from 2:00 – 4:00 PM and 
6:00 – 8:00 PM. Patsy’s Funeral Mass will be held 
Saturday, 11 AM at St. Catherine of Siena, 26 
Mendon Ionia Rd, Mendon, NY 14506. Interment 
Ascension Garden Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, 
kindly consider donations to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital or UR Medicine Palliative Care 
Unit in Patsy’s memory. For more information, 
go to www.VisitMiller.com.

Patsy D. Carosa PENFIELD -  Sunday, 
April 7th, 2024 peace-
fully at the age of 93. 
Predeceased by her hus-
band, Americo LiButti. 
Ann is survived by her 
children, Deborah (Wil-
liam) Schuldes, David 
(Gail) LiButti, Darlene 
(Daniel) Chase, Noreen 
(Gary) Paige, Ronald 
(Michelle) LiButti and 
Elaine (James) Bovitz; grandchildren, Anthony 
(Elizabeth) Forgione, Rachel Brockman, Sarah 
(Brian) Stasko, Jeffery Forgione, Victoria Ging-
ello, Gabriella (Cory) Braggins, Melissa Musson, 
Steve Chase, Kenneth (Chelsea Miller) Wells Jr., 
Nicholas Paige, Michael Paige and Alicia (Kim) 
LiButti; and great-grandchildren.

The family would like to give a special thanks 
to the entire staff at the Fairport Baptist Home 
for the exceptional care they gave to their Mom.

Family and friends are welcome Saturday, April 
13th from 10am - 1pm at the Profetta Funeral 
Chapel 1650 Empire Blvd. where a Prayer Service 
will be held at 1pm. Entombment will follow at 
White Haven Memorial Park.

Memorials may be made to the Alzheimers As-
sociation or to Serenity House Hospice. Please 
visit www.profettafuneralchapel.com to share a 
memory of Ann.

Ann R. LiButti

PENFIELD - Prede-
ceased by her husband, 
Edward (Ted) O’Brien. 
Mother of Susan, Mi-
chael, Tim, Kate and 
Daniel.  Calling hours, 
Saturday April 13th, 
2-4 at Jennings, Nul-
ton & Mattle Funeral 
Home, 1704 Penfield 
Road.  Full information 
at jenningsnultonmat-
tlefh.com

Juliana (Julie)  
O’Brien

“We already are fearful of the police,”
Strong said. He wants to believe that if
his son ever comes face-to-face with an
officer, that they would approach the
boy with compassion and help — not
force. But after the recent PAB report, he
feels vulnerable.

PAB: Incomplete RPD records
impede investigations,
accountability

The Rochester Police Department
implemented a new juvenile use of force
policy in December 2021, months after
RPD officers pepper-sprayed a hand-
cuffed 9-year-old girl in the back of a po-
lice cruiser.

The incident drew community out-
rage. The officers involved were not dis-
ciplined because, at the time, their ac-
tions did not violate RPD policy.

The new policy placed restrictions on
how and when officers may use pepper
spray, Tasers and impact weapons like
batons on juveniles, advised them to
use de-escalation tactics in calls involv-
ing young people and warned that chil-
dren might not immediately comply
with their commands due to fear or lack
of understanding.

It’s unclear, however, whether the
policy has reduced rates of juvenile use
of force in Rochester — even after the
PAB investigation — because the city
has refused to release records needed
for a comparative analysis.

‘Impractical’ to share police
records with the public?

PAB investigators said they request-
ed juvenile use of force reports dating
back to 2018. The city’s law department
denied their request, calling it “imprac-
tical and time consuming,” according to
the PAB.

Instead, the city said it would only re-
lease data from incidents that took
place after the policy change — thereby
limiting the scope of the oversight agen-
cy’s investigation.

Without the older records, the PAB
said it could not evaluate whether the
policy “had any meaningful impact.”

A PAB spokesperson said inconsis-
tent access to RPD records remains one
of the agency’s biggest challenges. 

The PAB has started to issue subpoe-

nas for testimony from RPD officers and
said the recent hiring of an in-house at-
torney will give the agency more teeth in
its fight for information.

“These delays and refusals lead to
hindered case resolutions, and as we
saw in Juvenile Use of Force, the inabil-
ity to fully analyze data and information
related to RPD policies, practices or pro-
cedures,” the spokesperson said in an
email. “But we are not giving up.”

Malik Evans administration
hesitant about reports’ release

In a statement, city spokesperson
Barbara Pierce said the older records
were outside of the PAB’s jurisdiction,
which she defined as the power to in-
vestigate current policies and practices.

“The current use of force policy was
enacted in 2021, so any records previous
to that do not reflect current policies or
practices and are not within the juris-
diction of the PAB,” she said. “PAB’s de-
sire to compare what was happening
under former policies versus current
policies is comparing apples to or-
anges.”

Pierce said Mayor Malik Evans had
read the report and sees value in analyz-
ing use of force data, but said his ad-
ministration found several data as-
sumptions and extrapolations in the re-
port that they believe require clarity.

Capt. Greg Bello said the PAB report
looked at 318 incidents out of over
300,000 calls for service made to RPD —

or approximately 0.1%.
Bello said RPD consistently reviews

its policies and trainings, oftentimes
with input from police advisory groups
like the U.S. Department of Justice and
the Police Executive Research Forum, to
“ensure that they reflect or exceed the
national standards.”

Since the policy was updated, he said
there have been no sustained com-
plaints of force involving juveniles and
RPD officers. The police agency, howev-
er, does not release information about
unsubstantiated complaints or how in-
ternal investigators clear those cases. 

What did the PAB report find?

The PAB investigation focused on 318
cases of juvenile use of force between
December 2021 and May 2023. The re-
port found:

h RPD’s use of force records involved
youth between ages 2 and 17.

h 80% of the incidents involved
Black children, mostly Black boys.

h 60% of the incidents took place in
the Clinton and Lake patrol sections.
Children in the 14621 ZIP code experi-
enced the most incidents, at 20% of the
total.

h RPD officers pointed handguns and
rifles at or near children in 34% of the
incidents analyzed.

h PAB investigators classified 30% of
the incidents as involving a mental
health crisis, though it is unclear what
criteria the PAB used to determine that.

Black youth treated like
threatening adults, not 
children, advocate says

Candice Lucas, the vice president for
equity and advocacy at the Urban
League of Rochester, said the report
demonstrated a common bias playing
out in Rochester policing, where Black
youth are not treated with the same
compassion as other children, but rath-
er seen “as older, as more threatening,
as inherently criminal, as dangerous.”

Other panelists and attendees called
for RPD to provide more training for offi-
cers on how to handle a mental health
crisis or approach young people.

Shanterra Mitchum, program direc-
tor of Teen Empowerment, said the PAB
data was important to show behavior
that RPD may not have been actively
tracking.

“When you are not aware, you do
damage,” she said. “You destroy com-
munities. You destroy young people.
You destroy everything. It takes a con-
scious effort to become aware of your
implicit bias.”

Several youth organizers from Teen
Empowerment were at the event, in-
cluding panelist Lianny Rodriguez, who
said the organization is transformative
for young people because it gives them a
safe space to grow up.

“The youth that be in the streets, on
corners, selling drugs, robbing places,
they don’t have anywhere to go,” Rodri-
guez said. “They don’t got nobody to talk
to … and they’re afraid of cops. But if a
police officer were to walk up to one of
them and actually try to create a bond
with them … they’ll see that we’re not
bad kids. We’re just people who need
help.”

One attendee, Jamella James, turned
to those youth and called on them to
push for change on an issue that directly
impacts them.

“The veil is broken,” James said. “You
can actually do something, publish
something, say something that’s going
to matter, that’s going to last…

She paused and pointed to Strong’s
4-year-old son.

“… so that that young man doesn’t
have to sit in (your) chair, talking to
these people about the same old thing.”

Kayla Canne reports on community
justice and safety efforts for the Demo-
crat and Chronicle. Follow her on Twit-
ter @kaylacanne and @bykaylacanne
on Instagram. Get in touch at
kcanne@gannett.com.

Youth
Continued from Page 1A

The Police Accountability Board held a community panel on March 28 to discuss
its recent investigation into police use of force on juveniles. Shanterra Mitchum,
center, said the PAB data was important to highlight behavior and biases RPD
may not actively track. KAYLA CANNE/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE


