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NEWS
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NEWS TIPS

‘Princess Bride’ actor Elwes was
victim of theft, authorities say

An investigation is underway after
a theft took place at actor Cary Elwes’
Los Angeles-area home last week.

A spokesperson for the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department con-
firmed in a statement to USA TODAY
on Wednesday that deputies respon-
ded to a theft call at “The Princess
Bride” star’s residence on Feb. 28.

Thus far, the investigation has “re-
vealed a theft had occurred,” but there
are no suspects at this time. “The in-
vestigation is active/ongoing,” the
statement said. USA TODAY has
reached out to representatives for
Elwes for comment.

TMZ was first to report the news.
Though the 61-year-old is best

known for playing Westley in Rob Rei-
ner’s cult-favorite 1987 film, the Eng-
lish actor also starred in some major ti-
tles in the ’90s, including “Robin Hood:
Men in Tights,” “Liar, Liar” and “Twist-
er.” Elwes’ more recent credits include
“Mission: Impossible – Dead Reckon-
ing Part One,” Netflix sci-fi epic “Rebel
Moon – Part One: A Child of Fire” and
Season 3 of “Stranger Things.”

‘Oppenheimer’ stars, others sign
letter to ‘make nukes history’

Stars are banding together ahead of
the Oscars on Sunday to call for the
end of nuclear weaponry, including
“Oppenheimer” cast members Mat-
thew Modine and Tony Goldwyn.

Modine, Goldwyn, Michael Doug-
las, Jane Fonda, Lily Tomlin, Lisa Rin-
na, Kristen Stewart, Emma Thompson
and Yvette Nicole Brown are among
the celebrities who signed an open let-
ter calling to “make nukes history.”

“Every person should be educated
about the incredible destructive power
of nuclear weapons. Understanding
the threat illuminates a necessary
path toward their elimination,” Mo-
dine said in a news release shared by
the Nuclear Threat Initiative. “Hun-
dreds of thousands of Americans have
been directly harmed by radioactive
fallout from the hundreds of nuclear
explosions conducted on US soil.”

The “Oppenheimer” actor added:
“From the moment of the first atomic
bomb test at Los Alamos, New Mexico,
our entire planet has been at risk. We
need to stop this insanity.”

Gadot announces birth 
of her fourth daughter

Actress Gal Gadot has welcomed
another bundle of joy to her girl gang
with husband Jaron Varsano. Gadot
made the announcement on her Insta-
gram on Wednesday in a loving post
with a very special meaning.

“My sweet girl, welcome,” Gadot
wrote in the post. “The pregnancy was
not easy and we made it through.”

In the post, the actress also re-
vealed her daughter’s name.

“You have brought so much light
into our lives, living up to your name,
Ori, which means ‘my light’ in Hebrew.
Our hearts are full of gratitude,” Gadot
wrote. Gadot ended the post poking
fun at her household being female-
dominated.

“Welcome to the house of girls, dad-
dy is pretty cool too,” she wrote.

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

A story Thursday on Page 2F about
watching the Academy Awards cere-
mony misstated what people need to
do when clocks change this weekend
for daylight saving time. Clocks should
be turned ahead one hour.

CORRECTION

AUSTIN, Texas – Despite a compre-
hensive U.S. Justice Department report
that found law enforcement failed 19
children and their two teachers at Robb
Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas –
and that other victims could have sur-
vived if authorities had stormed the
classroom instantly and stopped the
shooter – a consultant hired by the city
of Uvalde found no wrongdoing by
Uvalde officers.

Jesse Prado, former Austin police
detective and now a consultant, said
Uvalde officers and Uvalde Indepen-
dent School District police followed
policies and procedures and they
should not be held accountable.

“One officer showed sacrifice and
duty,” Prado said. 

Incredulous parents could not be-
lieve Prado’s defense for a failed police
response when he said officers acted in
good faith. Prado said officers lacked ri-
fle-rated shields to counter the bullets
from the killer’s AR-15 assault rifle –
even though no active shooter training
requires any type of shield, but rather
mandates officers act immediately to
stop a mass killer.

Prado’s presentation runs counter to
the exhaustive Justice Department re-
port that found a failure of leadership
and a lack of decisive inaction by police
to breach the classroom for 77 minutes
cost lives. The federal report specifical-
ly noted that lives would have been
saved if police had broken into the
classroom and killed the gunman.

“My daughter was left for dead, left
for dead,” said Ruben Zamora, father of
student Mayah Zamora, who survived
the attack. “It’s disrespectful.”

For an hour, parents, family mem-
bers and Uvalde residents let out tear-
ful and impassioned cries rejecting the
Uvalde city-commissioned report’s
conclusion that no single member of lo-
cal law enforcement acted in breach of
police conduct code or law. 

The Uvalde Leader News reported
that Prado has been paid $97,000 for
his work, with more billing to come.

On Thursday, Prado reported that he
did not find law enforcement officers
who responded, including the Uvalde
Police Department’s SWAT team, had
failed to comply with department pol-
icies or the law. He recommended that
Mariano Pargas, Uvalde’s acting police
chief the day of the shooting, be exoner-
ated if he were still employed. Pargas
resigned six months after the failed re-
sponse at Robb Elementary before city

leaders could make a decision on his
employment. 

This report did list the broader law
enforcement failures listed in January’s
federal report. In his presentation, Pra-
do said that lack of officer response
training, lack of law enforcement com-
munication and lack of police tactical
equipment were the principal failures
by law enforcement. However, Prado
said the officers closest to the shooter
acted to the best of their ability given
the failures. 

For parents, the explanation was
toothless. 

“You said they could not go in, that it
was for their safety. It was for the safety
of the children. How dare you? It was
for the safety of the children. ... They
chose their lives over the lives of stu-
dents and teachers,” said Kim Rubio,
mother of slain student Lexi Rubio. 

Mayor Cody Smith originally told
community members the City Council
would not comment publicly because
its members were listening to the report
for the first time but would speak to
families after the session. 

However, after public comment,
Council Member Hector Luevano spoke
disparagingly of the report and how it
was presented to Uvalde residents. 

“I am insulted, Mr. Prado. These fam-
ilies are insulted by your comments to-
day,” Luevano said. “I wish Mr. Prado
would just stand up and face the fam-
ilies...This is not the way it should have
been presented.”

Prado said the report came almost

two years after it was commissioned
because the Uvalde district attorney’s
office delayed its collaboration. 

In its January report, the U.S. Justice
Department identified similar “critical
failures” in response to the mass shoot-
ing, including the failures of communi-
cation. 

“Had law enforcement agencies fol-
lowed generally accepted practices and
gone right after the shooter to stop him,
lives would have been saved and people
would have survived,” U.S. Attorney
General Merrick Garland said at a Janu-
ary news conference in Uvalde.

That report also delineated how mis-
information spread in the attack’s af-
termath. Many arriving law enforce-
ment personnel were wrongly informed
that the shooter had already died. There
are other separate investigations into
the shooting that are yet unreleased.

The Texas Department of Public
Safety has refused to release its records
and findings, saying that Uvalde Coun-
ty District Attorney Christina Mitchell
has requested that it hold the informa-
tion until potential criminal charges
could be decided upon. This despite re-
quests from families and a lawsuit from
organizations like the American-
Statesman. 

An investigation from Mitchell’s of-
fice was expected before the end of
2023, but in December the office said it
needed more time before it released its
findings. 

It seated a grand jury in January. As
the Statesman previously reported, it is
unclear what charges the grand jury
might consider against officers, but it
could include child endangerment or
injury to a child. Under Texas law, a per-
son commits the offense of child en-
dangerment if he or she “intentionally,
knowingly, recklessly or with criminal
negligence” places a child 15 or younger
“in imminent danger of death.”

Prado gave few recommendations. 
He recommended that the Uvalde

Police Department cease its SWAT
team due to a lack of training and
equipment and merge with a local one
until there is enough training in local
law enforcement to restart one. 

Prado ended his presentation and
departed, which angered parents and
victims’ relatives who demanded that
he return. He returned and sat down,
wearing his cowboy hat and did not an-
swer questions from the families.

“Have the decency to take off your
cowboy hat,” said one family member,
calling on Prado to do it out of respect
for the dead children. 

Prado kept the hat on and his head
down.

Shooting report rebuffed in Uvalde
Emiliano Tahui Gómez
Austin American-Statesman

USA TODAY NETWORK

Parents could not believe Consultant
Jesse Prado’s defense for a failed
police response in the 2022 shooting
at Robb Elementary in Uvalde, Texas,
when he said officers acted in good
faith. AARON E. MARTINEZ/AUSTIN
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PHOENIX – Imagine this: You make
your way through the airport security
line, send your bags through the scan-
ner, empty your pockets and go through
a body scanner – all with little to no in-
teraction with a federal Transportation
Security Administration agent.

Airport security that resembles a
self-checkout lane in a grocery store
could be a reality in the not-too-distant
future. It depends on the results of the
TSA’s six-month trial run of self-serve
security screening pods.

The TSA, collaborating with the De-
partment of Homeland Security’s Sci-
ence and Technology Directorate, just
launched the self-service security
screening system at Harry Reid Inter-
national Airport in Las Vegas.

The self-service TSA lanes allow
passengers to go through security with
minimal engagement with a TSA agent.
Only travelers enrolled in TSA Pre-
Check can use the self-serve security
lanes.

TSA Administrator David Pekoske
said in a statement the agency sees a
need for innovative screening options

that make going through airport securi-
ty as smooth as possible for travelers
while maintaining public safety.

Growing passenger traffic has
sparked the need for solutions. From
Jan. 1 to March 5, the TSA screened be-
tween 1.6 million and 2.8 million pas-
sengers each day nationwide. During
that period, TSA screened a greater
number of passengers compared with
2022 on all but three days.

“This self-service prototype allows
our trusted travelers to complete the
screening process at their own pace,”
Pekoske said. “Testing at the Innova-
tion Checkpoint in Las Vegas gives us
an opportunity to collect valuable user
data and insights, and explore opportu-
nities to apply parts of the prototype to
other airport security checkpoints.”

The test started on Wednesday and
is expected to last six months.

Video monitors give step-by-step in-
structions for completing the screen-
ing. Nothing you’re used to doing when
going through security has changed.
You still need to put your bag through
the scanner, empty your pockets and
get scanned yourself.

Self-serve airport screening starts in Vegas
Michael Salerno
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

Las Vegas’ airport is the site of a
self-service security screening
system, which was launched
Wednesday on a trial basis. CHRIS

CARLSON/AP FILE


