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SELMA, Ala. – Vice President Kama-
la Harris told thousands gathered for
the 59th anniversary of the Bloody Sun-
day attacks on civil rights marchers in
Selma, Alabama, that fundamental
freedoms, including the right to vote,
are under attack in America even today.

Harris joined those gathered at the
foot of the Edmund Pettus Bridge,
where voting rights activists were beat-
en back by law enforcement officers in
1965. The vice president praised the
marchers’ bravery for engaging in a de-
fining moment of the civil rights strug-
gle.

“Today, we know our fight for free-
dom is not over, because in this moment
we are witnessing a full on attack on
hard-fought, hard-won freedoms, start-
ing with the freedom that unlocks all
others, the freedom to vote,” Harris said.

She criticized attempts to restrict
voting, including limits on absentee vot-
ing and early voting, and said the nation
is again at a crossroad.

“What kind of country do we want to
live in? Do we want to live in a country of
freedom, liberty and justice? Or a coun-
try of injustice, hate and fear?” Harris
asked, encouraging people to answer
with their vote.

She paid tribute to the civil rights
marchers who walked across the bridge
in 1965 knowing they would face certain
violence in seeking “a future that was
more equal, more just and more free.”

Decisions by the Supreme Court and
lower courts since 2006 have weakened
the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which was
passed in the wake of the police attacks
in Selma. The demonstrators were beat-
en by officers on the Edmund Pettus
Bridge on March 7, 1965, as they tried to
march across Alabama to support vot-
ing rights.

Harris drew parallels between those
who worked to stifle the Civil Rights
Movement and “extremists” she said are
trying to enact restrictions on voting,
education and reproductive care.

She said other fundamental free-
doms under attack include “the freedom
of a woman to make decisions about her
own body,” a reference to state abortion
bans. She also stressed the Biden ad-
ministration’s support for a six-week
cease-fire in Gaza to “get the hostages
out and a significant amount of aid in.”

Under a blazing blue sky, Harris then
led the crowd across the Edmund Pettus
Bridge in the march that concludes the
annual commemoration. Thousands
followed, sometimes singing hymns
and anthems of the Civil Rights Move-
ment including, “Ain’t Gonna Let No-
body Turn Me ’Round.”

Earlier Sunday, Attorney General
Merrick Garland spoke at a Selma
church service marking the anniversary
of the attack by Alabama law officers on
civil rights demonstrators. He said re-
cent court decisions and certain state
legislation have endangered voting

rights in much of the nation.
“Since those (court) decisions, there

has been a dramatic increase in legisla-
tive measures that make it harder for
millions of eligible voters to vote and to
elect representatives of their choice,”
Garland told worshippers at Selma’s
Tabernacle Baptist Church, the site of
one of the first mass meetings of the
voting rights movement.

“Those measures include practices
and procedures that make voting more
difficult; redistricting maps that disad-
vantage minorities; and changes in vot-
ing administration that diminish the
authority of locally elected or nonparti-
san election administrators,” he said.
“Such measures threaten the founda-
tion of our system of government.”

The march and Garland’s speech

a plaintiff in the Voting Rights case
against the state that led to creating a
second Alabama congressional district
with a substantial number of Black vot-
ers. Voters will cast their first ballots in
that district on Tuesday.

“We have to continue to fight, be-
cause they (voting rights) are under at-
tack,” Stone said.

Nita Hill wore a hat saying “Good
Trouble,” a phrase associated with the
late Rep. John Lewis, who was beaten
on the bridge during Bloody Sunday.
Hill, 70, said it is important for Biden
supporters to vote in November.

“I believe Trump is trying to take us
back,” said Hill, a retired university pay-
roll specialist.

Decades ago, images of the violence
that at the bridge stunned Americans,
which helped galvanize support for
passing the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
The law struck down barriers prohibit-
ing Black people from voting.

U.S. Rep. James Clyburn, a Democrat
of South Carolina who is leading a pil-
grimage to Selma, said he is seeking to
“remind people that we are celebrating
an event that started this country on a
better road toward a more perfect
union,” but the right to vote is still not
guaranteed.

Clyburn sees Selma as the nexus of
the 1960s movement for voting rights, at
a time when there currently are efforts
to scale back those rights.

“The Voting Rights Act of 1965 be-
came a reality in August of 1965 because
of what happened on March 7th of 1965,”
Clyburn said.

“We are at an inflection point in this
country,” he added. “And hopefully this
year’s march will allow people to take
stock of where we are.”

were among dozens of events during the
Selma Bridge Crossing Jubilee, which
began Thursday and culminated Sun-
day.

The commemoration is a frequent
stop for Democratic politicians paying
homage to the voting rights movement.
Some in the crowd gathered to see Har-
ris speak about the upcoming Novem-
ber election and what appears to be a
looming rematch between President Joe
Biden and former President Donald
Trump.

Khadidah Stone, 27, part of a crowd
gathered at the bridge Sunday in light
rain before the march, said she sees the
work of today’s activists as an extension
of those who were attacked in Selma in
1965. Stone works for the voter engage-
ment group Alabama Forward, and was

Marchers’ voices ring
out for voting rights
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Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Ala., on Sunday.

VP Harris leads Bloody Sunday memorial

The Rev. Al Sharpton, left, Vice President Kamala Harris and civil rights attorney
Ben Crump join a march across the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Ala., Sunday.
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LOS ANGELES – Democrats have
dominated California politics for years,
but party infighting heading into Tues-
day’s primaries could give Republicans
an edge in swing U.S. House districts
that are expected to help determine
control of Congress. 

In Southern California’s 47th Dis-
trict, which includes famed surf breaks
in Huntington Beach and Laguna
Beach, Democrats Dave Min and Joanna
Weiss and their respective supporters
are bickering through a haze of back-
and-forth charges.

In the Central Valley farm belt, bitter
exchanges between Democrats Rudy
Salas and Melissa Hurtado in the 22nd
District have prompted fears in the par-
ty that two Republicans could end up on
the November ballot, with the Demo-
crats boxed out.

With Republicans now holding a 219-
213 edge, with three vacancies, it’s hard
to understate the stakes. 

North Carolina Rep. Richard Hudson,
who heads the House Republican cam-
paign arm, has called the 47th District
“probably our best pickup opportunity

in the country.”
California puts all candidates, re-

gardless of party, on one primary ballot.
The two who get the most votes advance
to the general election in November. The
possibility for surprises is being fanned
by the potential for a record-low turnout
in which those most likely to vote are
older, white, conservative-leaning
homeowners, the state’s most reliable
voters.

“A nasty primary campaign can be
dangerous, especially when the other
party has a strong candidate in the gen-
eral election,” Claremont McKenna Col-
lege political scientist Jack Pitney said
of the 47th District. “It would take only a
few percentage points to flip this seat
from blue to red.”

While the Democrats exchange per-
sonal attacks and burn through hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars of cam-
paign cash for the Orange County seat,
the leading Republican, former legisla-
tor Scott Baugh, has been freed to spend
his time reaching out to undecided vot-
ers.

Jon Fleischman, former executive di-
rector of the state Republican Party and
an informal Baugh adviser, predicted
that if Min or Weiss reaches the Novem-
ber ballot, either will have a hard time
consolidating a divided Democratic
base after a harsh-toned campaign.

Longtime Democratic consultant
Roger Salazar, who is not involved in ei-
ther contest, said party infighting is
never welcome but “it’s part of the dem-
ocratic process.” 

The two contests are among about 10
competitive House districts in Califor-
nia, with a handful of toss-ups likely to
figure in which party controls the
House. 

The decisive fight “will run through
California,” Rep. Pete Aguilar, the third-
ranking House Democrat from Red-
lands, east of Los Angeles, has predic-
ted.

The string of competitive districts
stands in contrast to the state’s reputa-
tion for lopsided politics. Democrats
hold every statewide office, dominate
the Legislature and congressional dele-
gation and outnumber registered Re-
publicans statewide by a 2-1 ratio.

Republicans retain pockets of politi-
cal strength in the Southern California
suburbs and the state’s vast rural
stretches, including the Central Valley.

Weiss’ campaign and her supporters
have drawn attention to Min’s drunken
driving arrest last year in Sacramento.

Emily’s List, an advocacy group for
Democratic female candidates who
support abortion rights and that en-
dorsed Weiss, goes after Min on its web-
site for “breaking promises, breaking
laws.” The group announced in January
it would spend $1 million on ads promot-
ing Weiss’ candidacy.

“Trust matters,” one Weiss ad says,
spotlighting the arrest. Min has spoken
regretfully about what he calls “the
worst mistake of my life.” He pleaded no
contest and was sentenced to three
years’ probation.

Min has been running an ad that
claims Weiss, a lawyer, and her husband
“made millions” defending Catholic
priests found guilty of molesting chil-
dren, echoing a report in The Daily
Beast that suggested Weiss was using
the money to bankroll her campaign.

According to her campaign, her hus-
band, lawyer Jason Weiss, has never de-
fended a Catholic priest and money that
was loaned to the campaign came from
a home equity line of credit.

In the Central Valley, Republican Rep.
David Valadao is looking for another
term in a Democratic-leaning district
that Democrat Joe Biden won by double
digits in the 2020 presidential race.

Valadao could end up in a rematch
with the Democrat he defeated in 2022,
former legislator Rudy Salas, but Salas
is facing competition from fellow Demo-
crat Melissa Hurtado, a state senator.

Democratic infighting roils California swing districts
They could be key
to US House control
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