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Kenneth A. Hutchin-
son passed away on 
Tuesday, March 19, 
2024 at age 75.  Ken was 
predeceased by parents, 
Floyd and Dorothy 
(Jennings) Hutchin-
son; and brother-in-
law, Christie J. Hart.  
He is survived by his 
sister, Sharon Hart, 
niece, Wendy (Robert) 
Palermo; grand-niece, 
Maggie Palermo; and 
several cousins.

Ken was a graduate 
of Gates-Chili High 
School, served in the 
US Army Reserves, and 
was a member of Sheet 
Metal Workers’ Local 
#46.

Ken has requested 
a graveside service, 
which will be held in 
Riverside Cemetery, 
Thursday, March 28th 
at 11:30am.

Kenneth A. 

Hutchinson
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ROCHESTER - Mi-
chael T. McAuley, 75, of 
Rochester, died of nat-
ural causes on March 
9, 2024. A decorated 
veteran and founder 
Crossroads Abstract, 
Michael worked hard 
for his family. Michael 
is survived by his sis-
ters Christine, Abbey, 
Leslie and Tammy; 
sons Sean and Gavin; 
grandchildren Roan, 
Nyal, Sena and Asa; and 
many extended fami-
ly members. In honor, 
please donate to Camp 
Good Days and Special 
Times. Services at St. 
Joseph’s, 43 Gebhardt 
Rd., Penfield, on April 
5th at 11am. All are 
welcome.

Michael Thomas 
McAuley

UNSEEN-UNHEARD

But always near.

It broke my heart to lose you!

You did not go alone,

For part of me went with you,

THE DAY GOD CALLED YOU HOME.

I’ll Forever Love and Miss you,

Your Mommie, Mamie

In Loving Memory of

Chad E. Blackmon
7/31/1973 - 03/25/1985

In Memoriam In Memoriam

Last Juneteenth, the New Jersey In-
stitute for Social Justice launched the
New Jersey Reparations Council to de-
termine how to compensate Black peo-
ple impacted by the legacy of slavery in
the Garden State.

The council’s goal is to put out a re-
port on Juneteenth 2025 outlining how
those reparations would work.

The next step for the council was to
create nine committees that would ad-
dress various aspects of the brutal and
damaging institution of slavery in New
Jersey: History of Slavery in New Jersey;
Public Narrative & Memory; Economic
Justice; Segregation in New Jersey; De-
mocracy; Public Safety & Justice;
Health Equity; Environmental Justice;
and Faith and Black Resistance.

Four committees have held virtual
sessions over the last year to discuss
their findings and hear public comment.
The most recent virtual meeting was
held by the Health Equity Committee on
Feb. 8, with the next one on April 14.
There are plans by the council for an in-
person event on June 19 to mark one
year from when it launched.

The council’s work on reparations
comes at a time when the subject can
bring about negative reactions and re-
sistance both on a state and national
level. The state Legislature has yet to
pass a bill introduced in 2019 calling for
the formation of a reparations task
force, although 18 municipalities in New
Jersey have supported its passage.

A Pew Research Center survey in
2021 on how Americans view repara-
tions found that nearly 70% surveyed
were opposed to making payments to
the descendants of slaves while about
30% were in favor. There was a stark ra-
cial breakdown in the results, with 77%
of Black people in favor and only 18% of
white people supporting it.

Jean-Pierre Brutus, senior counsel

for the institute’s Economic Justice Pro-
gram who also serves as the head of the
Reparations Council, spoke recently to
NorthJersey.com about the group’s ef-
forts, the challenges they face and what
they hope to accomplish by Juneteenth
2025.

The following transcript has been ed-
ited for space and clarity.

Question: How and when did the
council come about?

Answer: In 2019, the New Jersey In-
stitute for Social Justice, along with
many of our partners seeking racially
inclusive justice in New Jersey, orga-
nized a coalition to seek a reparations
task force in New Jersey. And that bill
was introduced in November 2019. And
the reason that bill was introduced was
because New Jersey has some of the
worst racial disparities in the country. It
has one of the largest racial wealth gaps
of over $300,000 between the house-
hold wealth of white families and Black
families. It has the highest disparity of
Black to white adults incarcerated as
well as incarcerated youth. And a mor-
tality rate (of babies) born to Black
mothers of 3 to 1 compared to white
mothers.

Given these present-day disparities,
folks know that New Jersey should
study the issue of reparations and come

people in New Jersey and in the United
States have been harmed by the legacy
of slavery and its aftermath.

How are the virtual forums inform-
ing your efforts?

I think they have been great so far.
Part of the purpose of the public ses-
sions...one part is for the general public
to be exposed to the work of the com-
mittees up to the point at which they are
presenting. One of the things I have
found consistently and particularly in
the (virtual hearing) comments section,
they will say things like “I never knew
this about New Jersey.” I think there is a
lack of knowledge among the New Jer-
sey public about how deeply en-
trenched slavery was in New Jersey and
how deeply entrenched interracial rac-
ism is in New Jersey at different points
in its history.

The second half is to get the public to
participate by providing public com-
ment and to get a sense of how people in
the general public are thinking about
this issue. I think it helps our commit-
tees and the council to think about what
the public is thinking about these par-
ticular issues through reparations.
What kind of reparative remedies are
they seeking, what they like.

What are the challenges and set-
backs to reparative policies that have
been brought up?

In the Health Equity session, we did
not get any people raising concerns. In
the other sessions, people have raised
questions about how we are thinking
about eligibility for this and then also
compensation. Are we considering cash
payment? Which we are. We are seeking
cash payments for individuals. We are
also seeking investments for Black com-
munities and seeking reparative poli-
cies as well.

What has it been like for the coun-
cil doing this work?

It’s been fantastic. It’s really engag-
ing. It’s been energizing. And given me a
lot of hope about the possibilities in
this. Also, it has exposed me to how in-
grained the harms are because of how
institutionalized and deeply en-
trenched these policies are, given their
long history and how much work is re-
quired to combat this. 

up with recommendations. So, we orga-
nized to have this legislation passed and
the bill was introduced in November
2019, but there was absolutely no move-
ment on the bill.

We heard from legislators in New Jer-
sey: “Why call it reparations? Why not
call it a Black Lives Matter task force?
Why not call it a wealth disparity task
force? Anything but reparations.” So,
given the Legislature’s inability to move
the legislation − and even hold a hearing
on that legislation − the institute felt we
should not wait, given the urgency and
importance of such a task force.

Why does the council have nine
committees?

That’s a great question. The level of
harm from slavery, from segregation
and from ongoing institutional racism
in New Jersey is vast. And there are nine
categories because we looked at other
task forces like California, the interna-
tional standards around reparations,
some of the work being done in Evans-
ton (Illinois) and other localities around
the country, and thought about how we
should think about the subject matter
areas so that we could come up with a
kind of comprehensive set of recom-
mendations.

The areas that we chose reflect some
of the longstanding areas where Black

Head of Reparations
Council speaks about
ongoing efforts in state
Ricardo Kaulessar
NorthJersey.com
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The New Jersey Reparations Council’s work on reparations comes at a time when
the subject can bring about negative reactions and resistance both on a state
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Will New Jersey pay for slavery’s legacy?


