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NEWS TIPS

The New York State Thruway Authority recently is-
sued some dos and don’ts for motorists in advance of
the April 8 solar eclipse. Among them: Do obey all traf-
fic laws. And do allow yourself extra time to get to your
destination well in advance of the once-in-a-lifetime
event. Don’t park on the shoulder of the Thruway — or
stand alongside it. 

But what is the Thruway Authority itself doing to
prepare, since, as acting Executive Director Frank G.
Hoare stated, the 570-mile highway will be “one of the
main transportation arteries” for people who want to
experience totality? And since the heightened activity
will play out against a still-unfolding $450 million pro-
ject to redevelop the interstate’s 27 service areas?

Service areas

In western and central New York, the Warners and

DeWitt rest stops in the Syracuse area are closed for
renovation. So is the Angola stop south of Buffalo; the
Ontario stop in Le Roy; and the Scottsville stop. How-
ever, gas pumps at those sites remain open.

Food, fuel and restrooms

Irish convenience store conglomerate Applegreen,
which operates the plazas’ restaurants, shops and fa-
cilities, “is prepared for the event and will be fully
stocked to accommodate the anticipated crowds,” a
Thruway Authority spokesperson said.

That should come as good news, because as some of
the new rest stops have been unveiled, there have been
complaints on social media about long food lines and a
few reports of restaurants running out of items late in
the day. There are no plans to supplement restroom
facilities by adding portable restrooms at stops for the
event, the spokesperson said. Some travelers also
have complained about the size of certain plaza rest-
rooms and lines during busy times. Fuel storage tanks

at service areas will be topped off right before the ex-
pected influx of eclipse tourists.

Heavy traffic expected

The authority will temporarily suspend Thruway
construction and lane closures to help with eclipse-re-
lated traffic flow, the spokesperson said. It also won’t
issue special hauling permits — required to transport
oversized loads — in the Buffalo or Syracuse areas for
April 8 and 9. Authorized tow garages and state HELP
trucks will be available to quickly clear disabled vehi-
cles.

Meanwhile, New York State Police Troop T, which is
dedicated to policing the Thruway, has been working
on its own safety preparations.

The spokesperson said the Thruway Authority will
have more maintenance staff and traffic crews work-
ing from the weekend before the eclipse through April
9. Authority representatives will keep an eye on things
from regional operational centers.

Is the Thruway ready for the solar eclipse?
Marcia Greenwood
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle | USA TODAY NETWORK

HOPEWELL — Finger Lakes Community College
is a step closer to having a new horticulture and
greenhouse facility on campus.

The federal appropriations bill signed by Presi-
dent Joe Biden on March 9 included $1 million U.S.
Sen. Charles Schumer secured for the proposed fa-
cility.

The college’s plan to rebuild the greenhouse at its
main campus is part of FLCC’s facilities master plan
currently under development. The college and its
sponsor, Ontario County, are reviewing a range of
options for renovations and new construction to
best position the college for the next decade. 

The plan is scheduled for adoption in May.
“The construction of modern horticulture build-

ings will be a top priority in the new facilities master
plan. This appropriation will leverage a dollar-for-
dollar state match, and combined with private do-
nations, put us in an excellent position as our plans
become more concrete,” FLCC President Robert Nye
said in a statement. “We are grateful for Sen.
Schumer’s support.”

Draft plans call for the demolition of the existing
greenhouse behind the science wing at the main
campus and construction of a new facility in a bet-
ter location to take advantage of sunlight. The
greenhouse would have a hydroponic system and
modern temperature and humidity controls to al-
low for different growing environments. The facility
would also include labs and classrooms that could
be shared with other organizations.

The college has been exploring options and
funding sources for several years to rebuild the
greenhouse, which opened in 1979. The FLCC Foun-
dation, a nonprofit that seeks private sector sup-
port for the college, has received donations totaling
$1.8 million. This amount also qualifies for a state
match. Over $1.7 million of the Foundation funding
is an estate gift from the late Adrienne O’Brien, a
longtime friend of the college and supporter of the
viticulture program.

FLCC to get $1M
from feds. Here’s
how it will be spent
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

For years Natasha Alford did not see herself within
popular culture or the books she read.

The daughter of a Black father and Puerto Rican
mother, Alford sometimes found herself immersed in

yet straddling both cultures. There was
much to both the joys of her life and the
hand-in-hand challenges that did not
seem represented elsewhere.

“No story or book talked about my
American experience,” said Alford, a for-
mer WROC-TV (Channel 8) reporter.
“No one knew what it was like to live at
that intersection of identity.”

Alford now has corralled those experiences within a
rich and educational memoir, “American Negra,” which
is being noticed nationwide. The book, released this
year, made Elle magazine’s list of the “Most Anticipat-
ed” non-fiction books for 2024 and Alford has been on
a book tour that brings her to Rochester Sunday.

On Sunday, March 17, Alford will be in the communi-
ty room at the Pittsford Barnes & Noble from 2 p.m. to 4
p.m. discussing and signing the memoir.

“I can’t wait,” Alford said in a telephone interview
about her local visit. “It’s going to be such a full circle.”

A personal story with history

Alford’s life in itself makes for a compelling memoir.
A studious youth who mastered oratorical skills, then
made her way to Harvard, she sometimes found herself
on the periphery of her social circles when young.

Not everyone had the same goals, and even skin col-
or — her light skin occasionally separated her — and
hair could also be a dividing line.

Alford manages to write with both a warmth and oc-
casional ache at these memories. But she also infuses
her memoir with history, whether discussing Black
hair, the past and present of Puerto Rico (”we’re not
teaching people what our relationship is with the Com-
monwealth,” she said), or the path of Black students to
Ivies like Harvard. 

In lesser hands, these detours into history could be
rocky bumps, threatening to derail the narrative. But
Alford weaves the research in seamlessly, broadening
the memoir well beyond herself while still illuminating
her story that is the book’s core.

Asked why she chose to merge in history, some dat-
ing back centuries, Alford said, “I think it came natu-

rally, that is being a journalist and this journalism in-
stinct where you want to know the why.

“I needed to understand these systemic factors that
shaped my experience, policy factors that shaped my
experience.”

From WROC to CNN

A Syracuse native, Alford found her first journalism
job after college at WROC-TV in Rochester. It would not
be her last.

In 2015 she joined “TheGrio,” then a fledgling web-
site that focused on Black culture and news. The opera-
tion was then largely a start-up, but has since grown
into an influential voice in media circles, one providing
perspectives often not found elsewhere.

“I couldn’t have planned it better,” she said of land-
ing at TheGrio. “That’s kind of how life works.”

There she now hosts a show “TheGrio Weekly,” that
can be found digitally and on cable TV. She is also the
media company’s vice-president of digital content and
a senior correspondent.

As well, she is now pursuing a master’s degree in
public policy at Princeton University, a goal that she
describes as a “lifelong dream.”

Her work at TheGrio also provided a stepping stone
to CNN, where she now appears as an analyst to dis-
cuss politics and policy.

“It was honestly just something that showed up at
my doorstep,” Alford said. A fellow journalist men-
tioned her to a CNN producer, she joined one discus-
sion panel, then continued to be invited back.

The memoir’s future

For Alford, the dream-come-true with her memoir
would be to see it in schools, so children like her can see
themselves and others can learn from the experiences.

Alford, who also has taught through the “Teach for
America” program, said of both Puerto Rican and Black
citizens, “We are intertwined in the foundations of
American history.”

As some school districts shy from the uglier chap-
ters of American history, Alford said she worries that
teachers will find the need to “censor themselves.”

“I think people should embrace history,” Alford said.
“They shouldn’t run from it. 

“There is power in making peace with the past,” she
said, a line that could well serve as the foundation of
“American Negra.”

“We need narratives that help us to understand how
to move beyond simple categories,” Alford said.

Former Channel 8 reporter 
to discuss her new memoir
Gary Craig
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Alford

Rochester man accused of luring 
13-year-old to Greece hotel for sex

A Rochester man has been accused of luring a child
to a hotel for sex, according to federal prosecutors.

Jonathan Woody, 30, was charged with enticement
of a minor and is accused of exchanging sexually ex-
plicit texts and online messages with a 13-year-old
who he met online, according to Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney Kyle Rossi.

Court documents alleged that on Jan. 2, Woody paid
for an Uber to bring the child to a hotel in Greece, where

he’s accused of engaging in sexual acts with the child
and giving the 13-year-old alcohol and marijuana. The
13-year-old’s family called 911 to report that the child was
missing, but the 13-year-old returned home on their own.

Woody was later arrested and detained after he first
appeared in federal court, according to a news release
from the U.S. Attorney’s Office. If convicted, Woody
faces between 10 years and life in prison and a
$250,000 fine, according to the U.S. Attorney’s Office.

One dead in two-vehicle crash; IDs released

One person is dead following a two-vehicle crash
Thursday. The crash occurred around 10:40 a.m. at

County Road 6 and Billsboro Road in Geneva, according
to the Ontario County Sheriff’s Office.

Daniel Gow, 34, of Dresden, Yates County, died from
injuries sustained in the crash at Geneva General Hos-
pital, while the other driver, George Hibbs, 53, of Man-
chester, Ontario County, was transported to the hospi-
tal for medical attention, deputies said.

According to deputies, both drivers approached
County Road 6 from opposite directions on Billsboro
Road. After stopping at the intersection, Gow attempt-
ed a left turn onto County Road 6 and was struck by
Hibbs, who allegedly failed to halt at a stop sign, ac-
cording to deputies.

From staff reports
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