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A white Connecticut state trooper
was acquitted of all charges Friday in
the death of Mubarak Soulemane, a
Black 19-year-old community college
student who was shot as he sat behind
the wheel of a stopped stolen car hold-
ing a kitchen knife and apparently in the
throes of a mental health crisis.

Trooper Brian North, 33, could have
faced up to 40 years in prison if he had
been convicted of first-degree man-
slaughter in the Jan. 15, 2020, shooting.
The state’s inspector general said the
shooting shouldn’t have happened be-
cause North and other officers were not
in imminent danger. But the six-person
jury in Milford acquitted him on that
charge and two lesser counts: second-
degree manslaughter and negligent
homicide.

North showed little emotion as the
verdicts were read. Afterward, he shook
hands with his lawyers and hugged the
head of the state police union. North
didn’t comment while leaving court, but
his lead attorney, Frank Riccio II, said
the trooper is still shaken by the shoot-
ing.

“This is not something that he will
ever live down, because it was a very
traumatic experience,” Riccio said. “The
verdict is obviously favorable for him,
but it doesn’t change what happened on
Jan. 15.”

Relatives and friends of Soulemane,
including his mother and sister, de-
clined to comment while leaving the
courthouse. Mark Arons, a lawyer for
the family, said they were devastated by
the verdict.

“We have questions about whether
justice was fully done and received
here,” Arons said. “The trooper gets to
live his life and Mubarak’s never coming
back.”

He said the verdict marked another
tragedy for the family, but that it
wouldn’t affect the family’s lawsuit
against North and the other officers at
the scene that day. Soulemane’s mother,

Omo Mohammad, of-
fered to settle the wrong-
ful death case for $13 mil-
lion.

“They’ve had to relive
through the trial all the
horrific events that un-
folded that terrible after-

noon, early evening. And then to hear
the acquittal on all the three counts, it’s
a tragic loss all over again.”

The case caught the attention of the
local NAACP and the Rev. Al Sharpton,
but race was not raised as a factor in the
shooting during the trial.

Scot X. Esdaile, president of the Con-
necticut State Conference of the
NAACP, called the acquittal “a major
atrocity.”

“Very disappointing. It’s a huge set-
back. Shame on the jury,” Esdaile said
by phone. “They didn’t have to murder
this young man. I think this is a disgust-
ing decision.”

On the day of the shooting, North
fired his handgun seven times at close
range into the car’s driver’s window af-
ter Soulemane led police on a high-
speed chase through several towns on

Interstate 95. The shooting happened
less than a minute after the car crashed
into another vehicle in West Haven,
ending the chase, and police surround-
ed the car.

North testified that he fired when
Soulemane pulled out a 9-inch knife
and made a threatening movement. He
said he believed Soulemane posed a
danger to police officers who were on
the other side of the car and had just
broken the passenger door window.

But Inspector General Robert Devlin,
who investigates all police uses of dead-
ly force in the state, said no officers were
in danger because the stolen car was
boxed in and Soulemane couldn’t go
anywhere. 

He said officers made no attempt to
de-escalate the situation.

The state police union, meanwhile,
criticized Devlin for charging North,
saying he had been forced to make a
split-second decision and believed he
was protecting other officers.

In the lawsuit against the officers,
Soulemane’s mother, Omo Mohammad,
offered to settle the wrongful death case
for $13 million.

Victim’s family offered to
settle suit against officers
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Mubarak Soulemane who was shot by a Connecticut state police trooper as he
sat behind the wheel of a stolen car holding a kitchen knife. Brian North, the
state police trooper, was acquitted of manslaughter in Milford, Conn., Friday.
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A storm’s trail of destruction affected
people in parts of Ohio, Kentucky, Indi-
ana and Arkansas on Thursday night. At
least three people in Ohio were killed,
dozens hurt and even more reported
damaged homes or businesses by Fri-
day.

Residents sorted through rubble, re-
flecting on the fear the storms caused
and their relief at coming through phys-
ically unscathed. They briefly rejoiced
over recovered possessions, tempered
by the cleanup ahead.

Lakeview, Ohio 

Ron Watt knew the roaring sound
coming from the west – “like a freight
train, several of them” – was trouble.
But without a basement, he had to make
a split-second decision to grab his chi-
huahua and run to the east side of his
house in Lakeview “ about 70 miles
northwest of Columbus. 

Watt said he wedged his body be-
tween a couch and a freezer, then threw
a sleeping bag and pillows around them.

“And about that time, to put it blunt-
ly, all hell broke loose,” he said Friday
morning.

For Sandy Smith and her family, tor-
nado sirens Thursday night were their
signal to get inside their home’s laundry
room.

“A couple flashes of light, and then
everything just peppered against the
house,” she said, adding that her hus-
band then saw their garage “blow away.”

After the storm passed, Smith and
her family sheltered in their flower shop
that they own down the street. They
were able to save two of their cats and a
dog, but were searching for two more
Friday.

“It could’ve been a lot worse than it
was,” she said, choking up. “We’re just
blessed to be alive.”

Blaine Schmidt, 34, said he heard si-
rens moments before the storm hit. He
and his roommate sheltered in the bath-
tub, using a shower curtain to ward off

broken glass.
“I’m lucky to be alive,” Schmidt said

Friday.
The front of the house had been

peeled open. The remnants of a couch
were visible and toy dinosaurs were
scattered across the front lawn.

Schmidt sifted through broken glass
and splintered wood, looking for any-
thing salvageable. Among his rescues: A
guitar and a stack of diapers wedged
under his arm.

Winchester, Indiana 

In the eastern Indiana town of Win-
chester, a retirement community in the
south of town was near the direct line of
the storm. Resident Romona Platt, 81,
grabbed pillows and ran into her bath-
room.

At one point, she worried the door
was moving so she braced it with her
hands as the raging winds howled.

“Just snap, crackle, pop, boom,
boom, boom,” she said, describing the
sound of the tornado. “I thought the
whole house was gone.”

Friday morning, many of her home’s
windows were shattered and her roof
was partially ripped off. Several pieces
of wood punctured straight through the
wall of a bedroom. But a puzzle she had
been working on remained completely
intact.

Damage around the town of 4,700
about 70 miles northeast of Indianapo-
lis included a Goodwill store missing
much of its roof and a leveled fast-food
restaurant. The storm also destroyed
the Church of Christ in Winchester.

A hymnal from the church lay on the
other side of the highway Friday morn-
ing, open to the song “Shelter in time of
storm.”

After dangerous Midwest tornadoes,
survivors prepare for recovery
Joshua A. Bickel and Isabella Volmert
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A broken tree sits on the lawn in front of a damaged home following a severe
storm Friday. Residents sorted through rubble, reflecting on the fear the storms
caused and their relief at coming through physically unscathed. 

Debris scatters the lawn of a home
following a severe storm Friday in
Lakeview, Ohio. “It could’ve been a lot
worse than it was,” she said, choking
up. “We’re just blessed to be alive.”
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Boeing plane found to have
missing panel after flight

PORTLAND, Ore. – A post-flight
inspection revealed a missing panel
on a Boeing 737-800 that had just ar-
rived at its destination in southern
Oregon on Friday after flying from
San Francisco, officials said, the lat-
est in a series of recent incidents in-
volving aircraft manufactured by the
company. 

United Flight 433 left San Francis-
co at 10:20 a.m. and landed at Rogue
Valley International-Medford Airport
in Medford shortly before noon, ac-
cording to FlightAware. The airport’s
director, Amber Judd, said the plane
landed safely without incident and
the external panel was discovered
missing during a post-flight inspec-
tion.

The airport paused operations to
check the runway and airfield for de-
bris, Judd said, and none was found.

Judd said she believed the United
ground crew or pilots doing routine
inspection before the next flight were
the ones who noticed the missing
panel.

A United Airlines spokesperson
said via email that the flight was car-
rying 139 passengers and six crew
members, and no emergency was de-
clared because there was no indica-
tion of the damage during the flight. 

“After the aircraft was parked at
the gate, it was discovered to be
missing an external panel,” the Unit-
ed spokesperson said. “We’ll conduct
a thorough examination of the plane
and perform all the needed repairs
before it returns to service. We’ll also
conduct an investigation to better
understand how this damage oc-
curred.” 

The missing panel was on the un-
derside of the aircraft where the wing
meets the body and just next to the
landing gear, United said. 

Artifacts looted after the Battle
of Okinawa returned to Japan

BOSTON – Twenty-two historic
artifacts that were looted following
the Battle of Okinawa in World War II
have been returned to Japan after a
family from Massachusetts discov-
ered them in their late father’s per-
sonal items, the FBI said Friday.

The 22 artifacts, some of which
date back to the 18th and 19th centu-
ries, represent a significant piece of
Okinawan history. They include six
portraits, a hand drawn map of Oki-
nawa from the 19th century, and vari-
ous pieces of pottery and ceramics,
officials said.

The Boston division of the FBI said
they helped orchestrate the return of
the items, which had been missing
for almost 80 years to the govern-
ment of Japan, Okinawa prefecture.
A formal repatriation ceremony will
be held in Japan at a later date.

In 2001, the Okinawa Prefectural
Board of Education registered some
of the artifacts with the FBI’s Nation-
al Stolen Art File, a database of art
and cultural property that have been
reported stolen to the FBI by law en-
forcement agencies in the U.S. and
abroad.

The artifacts were discovered
when a family, who wishes to remain
anonymous, came across what ap-
peared to be valuable Asian art in
their late father’s personal effects,
according the FBI.

The FBI was able to authenticate
the artworks.

Greek opposition leader takes
leave for brief military service

ATHENS, Greece – Greece’s left-
wing opposition leader briefly
stepped away from politics Friday for
a mandatory stint in the military.

Stefanos Kasselakis, 35, appeared
at an artillery training camp in cen-
tral Greece to start his brief service in
the country’s conscription-based
armed forces.

A U.S.-based businessman until
his unexpected election to the Syriza
party’s leadership in September,
Kasselakis is expected to spend less
than three weeks in the army.

Most Greek men must serve up to
12 months. But Kasselakis was ex-
empt until his return from the U.S.
because he had lived there since age
14 and is entitled to a reduced six-
month stint, most of which he can
buy off.

Kasselakis said Friday it would be
an “honor … to serve the country I
love.”

He will undergo some basic train-
ing at a camp near Thebes, 62 miles
from Athens. Initially, Kasselakis had
expressed a desire to be stationed
somewhere more remote – near the
land border with Turkey or on one of
the eastern Aegean Sea islands.

From wire reports
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