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WASHINGTON – The transcript of
the congressional deposition of Hunter
Biden was released late Thursday, pro-
viding a full view of the contentious tes-
timony that took place behind closed
doors Wednesday as Republicans ag-
gressively questioned the central figure
in their impeachment inquiry.

The nearly 230 pages of questioning
laid bare the deep-seated hostility be-
tween President Joe Biden’s son and the
GOP lawmakers who have been investi-
gating his family for the past several
years. Arguments were frequent and
tempers short, providing a preview of
what is sure to come when Republicans
hold a public hearing with Hunter Biden
in the next several weeks. 

He was defiant through the deposi-
tion as Republicans flooded him with
questions about his former business af-
fairs and his life, his answers veering
from heated to emotional as he talked of
his long battle with addiction and tur-
moil in his personal life.

Throughout the nearly seven-hour
deposition, Hunter Biden remained ad-
amant on one point, vehemently and re-
peatedly denying under oath that his fa-
ther ever financially benefited or partic-
ipated in any of his business work.

‘You always pick up the phone’

The 14-month Republican investiga-
tion into the Biden family has centered
on Hunter Biden and his overseas work
for clients in Ukraine, China, Romania
and other countries. Republicans have
long questioned whether those busi-
ness dealings involved corruption and
influence peddling by President Biden,
particularly in the years when he was
vice president.

Republican investigators zeroed in
on a series of dinners and meetings that
took place after Joe Biden left the vice
presidency in which the younger Biden

put his father on speakerphone while in
the company of business partners. 

“And why would you place your dad
on speakerphone?” an unidentified Re-
publican staffer asked. 

“I’m surprised my dad hasn’t called
me right now, and if he did, I would put
him on speakerphone to say hi to you
and to Congressman Raskin and every-
body else in the room,” Hunter Biden re-
plied. “It is nothing nefarious literally.”

He said that after the tragedies his
family has suffered – including the
death of his mother and two siblings –
calls in his family are always answered,
no matter what. 

“You always pick up the phone. It’s
something that we always do. And you
can ask anybody that I know,” Hunter
Biden added.

Hunter Biden’s ‘darkest days’

Large portions of the testimony
Wednesday diverged into Hunter Bi-
den’s well-documented battle with drug
and alcohol addiction. 

In one particularly harsh exchange,
Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., questioned
whether the president’s son’s business
dealings, particularly with the Ukrai-
nian energy firm Burisma, were legiti-
mate. Gaetz asked, “Were you on drugs

When asked about what value he
brought to Burisma, Hunter Biden
talked about the breadth of his resume
and defended his family.

“Primarily, the name ‘Biden’ is my
dad’s legacy. And he passed it down to
me and, when my brother was alive, my
brother, my sister, now to my children.
It’s our responsibility to not screw that
up.”

Emails, text messages and the
laptop

The impeachment inquiry has fo-
cused on several pieces of evidence as
Republicans try to build their case, in-
cluding emails, text messages and a
now-in-dispute laptop.

One email from a Hunter Biden busi-
ness associate proposes a 10% equity
stake in their firm to be held for “the big”
guy, who Republicans say is Joe Biden.
It’s a message that has become central
to the GOP claims of influence peddling,
but one that another business associate
Rob Walker has testified was false.

Hunter Biden testified that he does
not recall ever responding to the email.
“I’m not even sure whether I ever fully
read this.” 

Further emails exhibited to the com-
mittee showed that any equity split
would be made equally among the five
partners, including Hunter Biden and
his longtime business partner Jim Bi-
den, who is the president’s brother and
his uncle. The business deal with a Chi-
nese energy company never happened,
and no one was paid.

“There’s no secret big guy anywhere
in this email?” asked a Democratic
questioner.

“No, there’s not,” Hunter Biden re-
plied.

“Joe Biden is not anywhere in this
agreement?” he asked.

“No, he is not.”
As for Hunter Biden’s laptop that was

allegedly dropped off at a Delaware re-
pair shop and the source for many alle-
gations against the Biden family, he tes-
tified that he does not recall bringing it
in.

If his computer needed repairs,
Hunter Biden testified, “I would have
gone to the Apple store.”

when you were on the Burisma board?” 
Hunter responded: “Mr. Gaetz, look

me in the eye. You really think that’s ap-
propriate to ask me?”

“Absolutely,” Gaetz said.
Biden’s attorney, Abbe Lowell, inter-

vened, telling his client he didn’t need to
respond.

“I will answer it this way: I have been
absolutely transparent about my drug
use,” Hunter Biden said. “I’m sorry; I’m
an addict. I was an addict.”

What was the ‘Biden brand’?

Another point of interest for House
Republicans’ investigation is what they
describe as Hunter Biden and asso-
ciates selling the Biden “brand” to cli-
ents overseas.

One of their purported key witness-
es, Devon Archer, a former business as-
sociate of Hunter Biden, testified to the
House Oversight Committee last year
that the president’s family sold “the illu-
sion of access” to the corridors of power
in Washington. Republicans questioned
whether Burisma, the Ukrainian energy
firm, wanted Hunter Biden on its board
in 2014 “because your dad was the vice
president?” 

“No, I don’t think that it’s fair,” Hunter
Biden responded. 

President’s son defiant in
hourslong questioning 
by Republican lawmakers

Farnoush Amiri and Lisa Mascaro
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Throughout the nearly seven-hour deposition Wednesday, Hunter Biden
remained adamant that his father never financially benefited or participated in
any of his business work. JACK GRUBER/USA TODAY

Biden deposition transcript released

VICKSBURG, Miss. – Thelma Sims
Dukes grew up during the 1940s and
’50s in a segregated Mississippi town
steeped in Civil War history.

As a small Black girl, she would walk
to school through Vicksburg National
Military Park – the hilly battlefield
where Union and Confederate soldiers
fought and died over whether the U.S.
would continue allowing slavery in the
South.

Union forces won a pivotal campaign
to capture the town of Vicksburg and
gain control of the Mississippi River in
1863, hastening the war’s end. But dur-
ing Dukes’ childhood, Vicksburg vener-
ated the Confederacy and ignored the
history of Black soldiers who fought for
the Union, including her great-great-
grandfather, William “Bill” Sims.

“The superintendents and the mu-
seum curators – they said we didn’t fight
in the Civil War,” Dukes said recently.

The Black soldiers’ valor and service
to the country is no longer ignored,
thanks to the efforts of historians, park
employees and citizens like Dukes. On a
crisp morning in mid-February, Dukes,
her niece Sara Sims and four park em-
ployees – two of them Black men wear-
ing reproductions of U.S. Army uni-
forms from the Civil War – placed Amer-
ican flags on 13 graves where a group of
recently identified Black soldiers are

buried in Vicksburg National Cemetery,
which is part of the military park.

A historian working for the military
park, Beth Kruse, identified the soldiers
through research of military records,
newspapers and other sources. Their

remains lie beneath white marble head-
stones carved with numbers rather than
names, as are most veterans buried in
the cemetery.

In recent years, the National Park
Service has broadened how it presents
history in parks nationwide. In the
Vicksburg military park, which is dotted
with more than 1,400 monuments,
markers and tablets and is one of the
largest tourist attractions in Mississip-
pi, drawing visitors from around the
globe, the visitor center now includes
information about Black history, and a
monument to Black soldiers was dedi-
cated 20 years ago.

Sunlight dappled the graves under a
towering magnolia tree during the flag-
planting ceremony on Feb. 14. Dukes
said the men and other Black Union sol-
diers were “freedom fighters,” not only
for themselves but for all Americans.

“They are not unknowns anymore,”
she said. “This is a start. This is good.
Let’s put history right.”

The newly identified soldiers had en-
listed in the Vicksburg-based 1st Missis-
sippi Infantry (African Descent) as the
town was under federal occupation. In
early 1864, 18 soldiers and two white of-
ficers traveled by boat some 95 miles
north along the Mississippi River to Chi-
cot County, Arkansas, to forage for
crops to feed people and horses. 

On Feb. 14, 1864, at Ross Landing
near the town of Lake Village, irregular
Confederate troops from Missouri shot

the Union soldiers and officers, killing
most and leaving some for dead. They
used the Union soldiers’ own bayonets
to impale the dead and wounded, pin-
ning them to the ground, according to
research by Kruse.

Brendan Wilson, chief of interpreta-
tion, education and partnerships for
Vicksburg National Military Park, said
on the 160th anniversary of the grue-
some day in Ross Landing that it’s still
not known which of the 13 Black soldiers
from that massacre is in which specific
grave. Records show where the group is
buried.

“And now we have their names and
can bring those names back to life,” Wil-
son said.

Kruse is working in Vicksburg
through the National Park Service’s
Mellon Humanities Postdoctoral Fel-
lows program. She said at least 11 sol-
diers of the 1st Mississippi Infantry (Af-
rican Descent) were previously en-
slaved on Southern plantations.

“For these soldiers, it was not ab-
stract ideology,” she said. “They knew
what it was to be unfree.” 

Black soldiers honored, name by name, in Mississippi
Emily Wagster Pettus
ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Mississippi African-American
Monument, a bronze sculpture that
rests on a pedestal of African black
granite, features two Black Union
soldiers and a common field hand at
Vicksburg National Military Park.
ROGELIO V. SOLIS/AP


