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BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – Tory Beasley
had dreamed of having three kids, and
she and her husband turned to IVF after
struggling with infertility. She was
scheduled for an embryo transfer next
week at an Alabama fertility clinic in the
hopes of having a dreamed-of second
child.

The mental health therapist was in
her doctor’s office when she got the
news that the clinic was pausing IVF
treatments. The decision came in the
wake of an Alabama Supreme Court rul-
ing that called into question the future
of some fertility treatments in the state.

“It was a gut punch. It is literally a gut
punch,” Beasley said Tuesday. She said
the medicine delivered to her to help
prepare her body is just sitting on her
floor.

In vitro fertilization patients in Ala-
bama described postponed pregnan-
cies, canceled appointments and the
uncertainty surrounding if they will be
able to access frozen embryos already
created in the hopes of growing their
families. While state legislators have
promised to try to craft a legislative so-
lution, patients said they are left wait-
ing.

Health and Human Services Secre-
tary Xavier Becerra visited Alabama to
lead a roundtable discussion with a
group of IVF patients on Tuesday in Bir-
mingham. Becerra said the decision has
had heart-wrenching consequences,
and it underscored the importance of
protections for reproductive care that
were lost when Roe v Wade was over-
turned.

“When Roe went down and took
away health care rights and access, it
did it for more than just abortion care,”
Becerra said.

Alabama justices this month said
three couples who had frozen embryos
destroyed in an accident at a storage fa-
cility could pursue wrongful death law-
suits for their “extrauterine children.”

The ruling, treating an embryo the
same as a child or gestating fetus under
the wrongful death statute, raised con-
cerns about civil liabilities for clinics. It
had an immediate chilling effect on the
availability of IVF in the Deep South
state. Three of the largest clinics in the
state swiftly announced a pause on IVF
services.

“This affects real people. This affects
real families,” Dr. Rachel Charles, an in-

family? Are we going to stay her in Ala-
bama if this does not change?’ ”

Elizabeth Goldman, one of the few
women to give birth after a uterus trans-
plant, said her hope had always been to
gear up for another round of IVF this
spring in the hopes of having a second
child before doctors have to remove her
transplanted uterus.

“I’m basically at a standstill. My
whole entire journey revolved around
IVF and being able to do another embryo
transfer,” Goldman said.

Alabama lawmakers said they are
grasping for a possible solution. Repub-
lican Gov. Kay Ivey said Tuesday that
she anticipates having a “bill on my
desk very shortly while ensuring that
the Legislature has time to get this
right.”

“In Alabama, as I said last week, we
work to foster a culture of life and that
includes IVF. The Legislature is diligent-
ly working on addressing this issue as
we speak,” Ivey said Tuesday.

Alabama lawmakers have proposed
separate proposals in Montgomery. Re-
publican Sen. Tim Melson, a doctor, in-
troduced legislation Tuesday that
would largely provide civil and criminal
immunity for IVF services. House Mi-
nority Leader Anthony Daniels pro-
posed a bill saying that a fertilized hu-
man egg or human embryo outside of a
uterus “is not considered an unborn
child or human being for any purpose
under state law.”

The court decision has created great
uncertainty for physicians who are try-
ing to figure out how they can move for-
ward, a spokesman for a group repre-
senting providers said.

“The easiest thing to do is to return to
what the state of the law was prior to
(the ruling),” said Sean Tipton, chief ad-
vocacy and policy officer at the Ameri-
can Society for Reproductive Medicine.

ternal medicine physician and IVF pa-
tient, said.

Charles said she was unsure if she
would ever be able to have children be-
cause of her lupus diagnosis and the
medication that she takes. She and her
husband turned to IVF and went
through an egg retrieval. 

After medical complications and a
heavy physical and emotional toll, they
postponed an embryo transfer from
February until late March or April. Then
they were told their clinic was ceasing
IVF.

“While we’re not guaranteed that the
embryo that we had would have actually
worked, right now we’re in limbo,”
Charles said.

“We’re sitting here saying, ‘Are we go-
ing to be able to pursue trying to make a

State lawmakers looking
for possible solution
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Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra, right, offers comfort to
Stephanie Perry, an in-vitro fertilization patient, as she talks about her
experience at a roundtable discussion in Birmingham, Ala., on Tuesday. 
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Ala. IVF patients describe heartbreak

ANCHORAGE, Alaska – A shooting
that killed two adults and severely
wounded two others has stunned a tiny
Alaska Native whaling village above
the Arctic Circle, where parents were
told they could keep their children
home from school Tuesday to hug
them.

A 16-year-old boy has been charged
as an adult with two counts each of
first-degree murder and attempted
murder in the late Sunday shooting in
Point Hope, a remote Inupiat whaling
community on Alaska’s northwest
coast, bordering the Chukchi Sea.

The teen, Guy Nashookpuk, made
his initial court appearance by tele-
phone Tuesday. He spoke only to say
“Yes ma’am” when asked questions by
Magistrate Judge Colleen Baxter.

He was assigned a public defender,
who entered not guilty pleas on his be-
half. Baxter set bail at $1 million and
scheduled a preliminary hearing for
March 8. State law allows minors 16 and
older to be tried in adult court on mur-
der charges.

North Slope Borough police found a
man and woman dead and two other
men wounded when officers responded
to a shooting at a Point Hope home at
11:35 p.m. Sunday, charging documents
said. One witness told officers she saw
the teen enter the home with a hand-
gun and begin shooting. Others said
they saw him flee on a four-wheeler.

Nine minutes later, the teen’s father
escorted him to the police station and
reported “that his son had told him that
he did it,” court documents said.

The teen was interviewed with his
parents present and admitted the

shooting, the documents said. No mo-
tive was detailed.

Point Hope, with a population of
about 675, sits on a triangular spit of
land that juts into the Chukchi Sea. It is
about 700 miles northwest of Anchor-
age and 200 miles from Russia.

The community, known as Tikigaq
in Inupiaq, is laid out in a treeless grid
around the Tikigaq School – “Home of
the Harpooners.” This weekend’s
shooting prompted the closure of the
the school on Monday. Attendance
Tuesday was not required.

“It is totally optional if you’d rather
keep your kids home to hold, hug, and
explain the circumstance to them,”
North Slope Borough Mayor Josiah Pat-
kotak said in a Facebook post.

The local cemetery is surrounded by
a fence made of whale bones stuck
upright in the tundra, and remnants of
prehistoric sod-house villages sit near-
by. A state-owned air strip provides the
only year-round access. Barges arrive
in the summer with food, fuel and other
items for year-round use. 

Maniilaq Association, a nonprofit
corporation that provides health, tribal
and social services to residents in
northwest Alaska, sent behavioral
health counselors to meet with Point
Hope residents for the rest of the week. 

“In the days ahead, we will come to-
gether as a community to heal and sup-
port one another,” the North Slope Bor-
ough said in a statement.

A 16-year-old boy has been charged with first-degree murder and attempted
murder in a late Sunday shooting in the northwest Alaska village of Point Hope.
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Shooting stuns remote
Alaska whaling village

Point Hope, with a population of
about 675, sits on a triangular spit of
land that juts into the Chukchi Sea. It
is about 700 miles northwest of
Anchorage and 200 miles from Russia.

SAN FRANCISCO – Supervisors in
San Francisco formally apologized
Tuesday to African Americans and
their descendants for the city’s role in
perpetuating racism and discrimina-
tion, with several stating that this was
just the start of reparations for Black
residents and not the end.

The vote was unanimous with all 11
board members signed on as sponsors
of the resolution.

“This historic resolution apologizes
on behalf of San Francisco to the Afri-
can American community and their de-
scendants for decades of systemic and
structural discrimination, targeted acts
of violence, atrocities,” said Supervisor
Shamann Walton, “as well as commit-
ting to the rectification and redress of
past policies and misdeeds.”

San Francisco joins another major
U.S. city, Boston, in issuing an apology.
Nine states have formally apologized
for slavery, according to the resolution.

“We have much more work to do but
this apology most certainly is an im-
portant step,” said Walton, the only
Black member of the board and chief
proponent of the resolution.

It is the first reparations recommen-
dation of more than 100 proposals
made by a city committee to win ap-
proval. The African American Repara-
tions Advisory Committee also pro-
posed that every eligible Black adult re-
ceive a $5 million lump-sum cash pay-
ment and a guaranteed income of
nearly $100,000 a year to remedy San
Francisco’s deep racial wealth gap.

But there has been no action on
those and other proposals, and some
supervisors Tuesday took a dig at pub-
lic safety measures on next week’s
March 5 city ballot that they say would
harm Black residents.

Supervisor Dean Preston represents
the historically Black Fillmore neigh-
borhood, which was razed in the last
century and resulted in the displace-
ment of residents. He said that some
leaders who back the apology still want
to build “unaffordable housing for
mostly wealthy, white people” on pub-
lic land.

He also referenced two measures
backed by Mayor London Breed, who is
Black, including one to screen welfare
recipients for drug addiction and an-
other to give more powers to the police
department.

“People want an apology,” he said.
“But they also want a commitment not
to repeat harms.”

The mayor has also said she believes
reparations should be handled at the

national level.
The resolution contains findings, in-

cluding property redlining, the razing
of the Fillmore neighborhood in the
name of urban renewal, and intentional
policies and practices by the city that
robbed Black residents of opportuni-
ties to build generational wealth.

In 2020, California became the first
state in the nation to create a task force
on reparations. The state committee,
which dissolved in 2023, also offered
numerous policy recommendations,
including methodologies to calculate
cash payments to descendants of en-
slaved people.

But reparations bills introduced by
the California Legislative Black Caucus
this year also leave out financial re-
dress, although the package includes
proposals to compensate people whose
land the government seized through
eminent domain, create a state repara-
tions agency, ban forced prison labor
and issue an apology.

Reparations advocates are urging
San Francisco to move faster in adopt-
ing changes recommended by the city
reparations committee, including poli-
cies to improve education, employ-
ment and housing options for Black
people.

“An apology is just cotton candy
rhetoric,” said the Rev. Amos C. Brown,
a member of the San Francisco repara-
tions advisory committee. “What we
need is concrete actions.”

Cheryl Thornton, a city employee
who is Black, said that an apology alone
does little to address current problems,
such as shorter lifespans for Black peo-
ple.

“That’s why reparations is impor-
tant in health care,” she said. “And it’s
just because of the lack of healthy food,
the lack of access to medical care and
the lack of access to quality education.”

San Francisco apologizes
to city’s Black residents
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“An apology is just cotton candy
rhetoric,” said the Rev. Amos C.
Brown, a member of the San Francisco
reparations advisory committee.
“What we need is concrete actions.”
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