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			One of the tools we have for preserving our history, amplifying our voices, and empowering our communities is art. We are celebrating the impact of art and its relationship with justice with this year's Black History Month theme: African Americans and the Arts. 
 
Every February, America celebrates Black History Month, and we see corporations roll out their Martin Luther King, Jr. quotes, schools offer one or two lessons on Black history, and streaming services feature a movie by a Black director.
 
But are we going deeper than surface-level facts and stories? 
 
Are we studying the historic and ongoing oppression, the sit-ins and boycotts, the lobbying and legislation? Are we remembering the joy, innovation, and cultural movements created by African Americans? Are we lifting up the poets, writers, dancers, musicians, photographers, chefs, and artists who used their craft as a platform for justice and a vessel to speak truth to power?








 
			Black people have consistently pushed the United States to live up to its ideals of freedom, liberty, and justice for all, while also nurturing and protecting the humanity and richness of their culture. This is what we're centering at the 2024 Racial Justice at Work Summit — the art of building justice for all while nurturing our communities.
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			We know that sometimes it can feel like we don't have enough power or resources to make a difference and continue this fight, and sometimes, as DEIJ advocates, doing "the work" 365 days a year can feel heavy. Use this month and this theme to find joy and inspiration in the artistic contributions of African Americans. Read a book by a Black author and find the poetry in their words, buy a piece of art from a Black-owned business that makes you think, eat at a Black-owned restaurant and enjoy the flavors that may remind you of your childhood or challenge your taste buds, discover a new Black musician and dance freely to their rhythms. 
 
Black people have stood at the forefront of social justice movements and used art as an outlet to express the struggle for liberation, the hope for solidarity, and the space for love and joy in the face of racial oppression. During Black History Month (and beyond), we must celebrate their art and the stories, triumphs, resistance, culture, and legacy preserved within it.
 
How will you honor African Americans and the Arts this month?



	



	If you want to showcase your art at the virtual Racial Justice at Work Summit, we are currently reviewing speakers and performers who can present on topics that support our theme of “Justice for All.” If you're interested in being a speaker or performer at our summit, send your proposal here! Proposals are due February 15. If your organization is ready to demonstrate their commitment to justice, learn more about how to sponsor the summit here.



	








 
			PS you can support our Black women-owned business and get 15% off Live Inclusively® where we create shirts, sweatshirts, mugs, and more featuring messages of equity, inclusion, and justice and even designs from Black artists. A portion of every purchase goes toward Live Inclusively® Actualized, which offers grants to BIPOC-led nonprofits breaking down systemic barriers in their communities. Use code BHM15 for 15% off this month!






			[image: Shop Live Inclusively]







			


 
			[image: Facebook]



		[image: LinkedIn]



		[image: Instagram]














 
			The Winters Group, 8116 South Tryon Street, Ste. B3-260, Charlotte, North Carolina 28273, United States
Unsubscribe Manage preferences











[image: ]

image3.png
live




image4.png




image5.png




image6.png




image7.png




image1.png
THE ART OF EUSTCE




image2.png
JUSTICE

Racial Justice at
Work Summit




