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Rochester’s guaranteed basic income
program announced its launch last
summer. And after inquiries from the
Democrat and Chronicle, the city shared
statistics from the pilot.

The guaranteed income pilot was de-
signed to provide monthly payments of
$500 to 351 individuals for 12 months,
for $6,000 per participant. The pay-
ments are unconditional, which means
there are no strings attached, no work
requirements, and no restrictions on
how the money can be used.

“This program is founded in the be-
lief that individuals in poverty are best
positioned to make informed financial
decisions to address their household
needs,” Mayor Malik Evans said at the
first city hall news conference.

“Folks aren’t going to get this money
and waste it,” the mayor said in re-
sponse to criticism that the city is giving
money away.

The program received $2.2 million
from the City’s federal American Rescue
Plan Act grant, and a private donor
pledged $6,000 through the Rochester
Area Community Foundation fund to
support one participant for an entire year.

Who in
Rochester
gets basic
income? 
City shares statistics
from GBI pilot program

Robert Bell
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See GBI DATA, Page 5A

R
ochester has been ranked among the best American

cities for quality of life. U.S. News & World Report

created a list of the nation’s most livable cities, con-

sidering factors including affordability, crime, avail-

ability of health care, education and average commute time. h

Ann Arbor, Michigan — hometown to the University of Michi-

gan — topped this year’s list. Rochester was the lone city fea-

tured from the Empire State.

Ranking ninth, Rochester is de-
scribed as a unique blend of history
and innovation. The article notes
that Rochesterians have opted to
live in the suburbs for decades, but
recent downtown development
may be drawing people back to the
city. Because of the low cost of liv-
ing and high-ranking schools,
Rochester is described as a great fit

for families, with approximately a
quarter of the population under 20
years old. According to the report, a
main consideration for people
choosing Rochester is its afforda-
bility. The cost of living in the area
is significantly lower than the na-
tional average.

GETTY IMAGES

Rochester ranks 9th
in best places to live
US News & World Report surveys quality of life 
Victoria E. Freile Rochester Democrat and Chronicle | USA TODAY NETWORK US News & World

Report ‘best places
to live’ for 2024
According to the US News &
World Report, here are the
best places to live:

1. Ann Arbor, Michigan
2. Boulder, Colorado
3. Madison, Wisconsin
4. San Jose, California
5. Portland, Maine
6. Boston, Massachusetts
7. Green Bay, Wisconsin
8. Hartford, Connecticut
9. Rochester, New York
10. Trenton, New Jersey
11. Boise, Idaho
12. Washington, D.C.
13. Raleigh-Durham,

North Carolina
14. Grand Rapids, Michigan
15. Fort Collins, ColoradoSee BEST PLACES, Page 7A

NEW YORK — For many students, the
excitement of being accepted into their
first-choice college is being tempered
this year by a troublesome uncertainty
over whether they’ll get the financial aid
they need to attend.

The financial aid decisions that usu-
ally go out with acceptance letters are
being delayed because of a later-than-
expected rollout of a revised Free Appli-
cation for Federal Student Aid, the form
commonly known as FAFSA that
schools use to compute financial aid.

The result: Students and their par-
ents are putting off their college deci-
sions.

“We are not going to make a decision
without knowing what we’re commit-
ting to financially; it would be irrespon-
sible to do that,” said Jenny Nicholas of
Keene, New Hampshire. She wants to
make sure that her son, a high school
senior, goes to a college that is most af-
fordable for their family.

Families in
limbo over
college aid 
Adriana Morga
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See COLLEGE AID, Page 7A
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A beloved Brockport restaurant will
be permanently closing at the end of
February.

The owners of Jimmy Z’s Plates and
Shakes, 53 Main St. Brockport, an-
nounced Sunday that the eatery will be
closing Feb. 29. Owners Jimmy and Pop-
py Zisovski announced they will be
closing the restaurant portion of the
business at the end of the month after 21
years, and that the pair’s catering and
food truck will end in September.

“Without the loyalty of our staff and
community, the last 21 years would not
have been possible,” the post read. “It
has been an absolute privilege to serve
you, we can’t thank you enough for em-
bracing us and making Jimmy Z’s a suc-
cess!”

The father and son pair opened the

spot in 2003. The eatery approached
what many described as institution sta-
tus among its clientele, which included
college students and families.

Sterio “Poppy” Zisovski moved to the
Rochester area as an immigrant from
Macedonia as a teenager. He owned and
operated diners around Rochester, and
his restaurants thrived. Jimmy followed
in his father’s footsteps and made his
own mark in Brockport’s culinary world.

Lots of places around Rochester sell
burgers, hot dogs and the like. Zisovski
always added an extra twists and un-
usual pairings to the cuisine and menu
to bring customers in — things like the
Eiffel Tower (a cheeseburger topped
with barbecue-dipped chicken fingers
and onion rings) and the SuperFreak (a
bacon cheeseburger topped with three
mac and cheese bites). Originality
counts at Jimmy Z’s.

In its last week or so, Jimmy Z’s will
operate Wednesday through Sundays.
ending Feb. 29. The shop opens at 11 a.m.
and closes at 8 p.m. Wednesday, Thurs-
day and Sunday and at 10 p.m. Friday
and Saturday.

Beloved Brockport restaurant closing doors
Jimmy Z’s Plates and
Shakes ends 21-year run

Victoria E. Freile
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Jimmy and Sterio “Poppy” Zisovski with dog Axel at Jimmy Z’s in Brockport.
PROVIDED PHOTO

Here were the qualifications for the
GBI pilot program:

h Only one individual per household
was eligible to participate.

h Household income must be at or
below 185% FPL.

h Recipients must be of legal adult
age (18 years old) or emancipated.

h Recipients must be City of Roches-
ter residents (with city residency for at
least one year).

h Recipients must reside in qualify-
ing census tracts (QCT).

How many people applied for
guaranteed income?

“With GBI, we are testing a theory,”
City Council President Miguel Meléndez
said in 2023. “If you give a family re-
sources, they will know what to do with
them. This council will be monitoring

progress closely, and it’s our hope that
when this program is successful, we can
find the necessary resources to con-
tinue and expand the program.”

During a one-week application win-
dow, the City received 16,123 applica-
tions.

Of these, 397 were duplicates, and
4,028 were from applicants residing
outside a qualified census tract or indi-
cating a household income too high to
meet the qualifications.

Ultimately, the City received 11,698
qualified applications.

Applicant breakdown:
h Female 74.8% 
h Male 24.5% 
h Black 73.2% 
h White 11.9% 
h Latino 18.6% 
h Other race 14.9% 

How many people were selected
for Rochester basic income?

Total participants: 351 
h 1st cohort – 174. 2nd cohort – 176.

h One selected applicant from the 1st
cohort moved outside the country after
three payments.

The City of Rochester says that pro-
gram milestones were established be-
fore its launch and have been success-
fully achieved as the program pro-
gresses. 

The city’s application form inquired
whether applicants were interested in

counseling services from the City’s Of-
fice of Financial Empowerment. Over
6,100 applicants expressed interest, and
the OFE organized six workshops on fi-
nancial literacy for GBI applicants and
the general public. 

More than 160 individuals registered
for these workshops, which were held in
September, October, and November
2023, according to the City of Rochester.

GBI data
Continued from Page 1A

Mayor Malik Evans announces the launch of Rochester’s guaranteed basic
income program (GBI). ROBERT BELL/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE


