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Section V top seeds, players
to watch for small schools 
SPORTS, 1C

Say goodbye to gutter 
cleaning for good

No clogging, No cleaning
No leaking, No water damage
No ladder accidents

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 Visa gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by Leafguard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, 
sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants 
must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants 
in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater 
value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. 

Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires

LeafGuard has been awarded the Good 
Housekeeping Seal of Approval for 16 

straight years.

585.420.6315
Call now for your free estimate! Financing available 

20% Thicker 

Aluminum
One-Piece 

System

Liquid 

Adhesion

75% Off  

Installation* 
* Does not include cost of material. 

 Offer ends 2/29/2024.

Receive a $25 Visa gift 

card with your FREE 

in-home estimate

2/29/2024

SCAN ME 

FOR A FREE 

ESTIMATE

http://leafguard.localconsumer2.info

During a news conference Friday afternoon, execu-
tive directors of organizations part of the Neighbor-
hood Collaborative Project battled snowy, frigid tem-
peratures as funds needed to operate remain frozen.

“We chose this spot because we started here,” Andy

Carey said. “Popping up tents on the corner of Frost and
Jefferson, talking to people and seeing what they need-
ed.”

Carey, a social worker with MC Collaborative, joined
12 local organizations to establish NCP, focusing on an-
ti-poverty initiatives and community development 

Alleged misuse of funds
hurts community groups 

Beatriz LeBron, the executive director of Father Tracy, says the advocacy center is owed more than four
months of operating expenses. ROBERT BELL/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

NCP organizations didn’t get federal grant money
from CRC, fear they’ll have to cut staff, programs

Robert Bell
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle | USA TODAY NETWORK

See GRANT FUNDS, Page 4A

A police officer sped down a crowd-
ed Syracuse thoroughfare at night
without sirens, plowing into a medical
transport van and leaving the van driv-
er with a career-ending neck injury.

Another officer flew through a Troy
intersection at nearly 90 mph in re-
sponse to a 911 call, smashing into a
pizza driver on his way back from a de-
livery. The pizza driver, a dad with two
young sons, didn’t survive. 

Over the last decade, hundreds of
officers around New York state have
run stop signs and red lights, made un-
safe road maneuvers in icy weather or
rear-ended other police or civilian ve-
hicles. 

More often than not, officers behind
the wheel face little to no discipline. 

How we
reported
on police
crashes
Series tracks NY officer
disciplinary records 

Sarah Taddeo
New York State Team

USA TODAY NETWORK

The Driving Force team meets for a
day of reporting workshops and
brainstorming at the Newhouse
School at Syracuse University in
September 2023. WILLIAM RAMSEY

See DRIVING FORCE, Page 4A

Harvey Matthews remembers
spending time in Moses Macedonia Af-
rican Cemetery as a child growing up in
the vibrant River Road community of
Bethesda, Maryland. 

Hundreds of formerly enslaved Black
people and their descendants are be-
lieved to be buried in the cemetery. But
as Matthews got older, he watched de-
velopers bulldoze the area, bury the
cemetery under asphalt and turn it into
a parking lot. In 1968, the neighboring
high-rise apartment building called
Westwood Towers was completed.

“That’s your last, final resting place,
and to have that uprooted, bulldozed,
and this that and the other, it’s just cra-

zy as hell to me,” said Matthews, 80.
At the time, Matthews said he felt

there was little he could do to stop the
desecration. But in 2021, a group of de-
scendants and community members
sued Montgomery County’s Housing
Opportunities Commission to stop it
from selling the property to developers.
Last year, an appeals court sided with
the commission in a decision that Chel-
sea Andrews, president and executive
director of the commission, said “con-

firms that HOC has properly observed
the laws that protect burial grounds in
Maryland.”

But in January, that case made its
way to the Supreme Court of Maryland,
which is expected to rule in the next few
months, according to attorney Steven
Lieberman, who is representing the Be-
thesda African American Cemetery Co-
alition. Lieberman believes this is the 

Seeking to preserve disappearing Black cemeteries
‘Sacred ground’ under
threat from developers 

N’dea Yancey-Bragg
USA TODAY

See CEMETERIES, Page 6A
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DISCOVER THE 
ENDLESS BENEFITS OF 

OUTDOOR VINYL

FENCES • DECKS • 
PORCHES • RAILINGS

$1,000 OFF
QUALIFIED PURCHASE

+

GET A FREE ESTIMATE

585-382-8042

10 FREE
SOLAR CAPS

†Offer ends February 29, 2024. Participating dealers only. Not available in AK, HI; Nassau Cty, 
Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty, or City of Buffalo, NY. Free KOHLER Highline Comfort Height toilet 
with qualifying purchase of KOHLER walk-in bath while supplies last. Cannot be combined with any 
other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for financing terms.

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!

I T ’ S  M O R E  T H A N  J U S T  A  B AT H

THIS MONTH ONLY

Enjoy peace of mind with innovative safety features

Immerse yourself in spa-like hydrotherapy at home 

Enhance your bathing routine with a Shower Package 

585-672-3226

I N S TA L L E D  I N  A S  L I T T L E  A S  A  D AY

NO PAYMENTS 

UNTIL 2025

$750 Value | Installation Included

+

KohlerWalkInBath.com/performance

FREE Comfort Height® Toilet†

first case of its kind to go to a state’s
highest court and said it could have na-
tional implications.

“This issue is really critical because
right now there are literally hundreds of
African American burial grounds
around the United States that are in var-
ious stages of desecration,” Lieberman
said.

Others who are fighting to protect
these cemeteries in and around the na-
tion’s capital say they need more re-
sources to stave off developers, main-
tain the sacred grounds and learn more
about the people buried in them. Ex-
perts and advocates told USA TODAY
these sites are not only important to
their local communities, but to Ameri-
can history as a whole — particularly at
a time when Black history is under at-
tack.

“When you think about the systems
of Jim Crow, and so forth, they were
really built to dehumanize us even in
death,” said Rep. Alma S. Adams. “And
so we want to make sure that we honor
folks who have actually made these
contributions and are individuals who
have been a part of our history and our
culture.”

Black cemeteries need more
funding

Antoinette Jackson, a professor of
anthropology at the University of South
Florida, has helped identify over 140 Af-
rican American burial grounds nation-
wide, but said there could be thousands.

“Many of these historic Black ceme-
teries are now found to be pretty much
erased or marginalized or built overtop
of because of the history, the U.S. histo-
ry of slavery and segregation,” Jackson
said.

The majority of attempts to preserve
these cemeteries are grassroots efforts
by the descendants of those buried in
them and other community members
who are often working with limited re-
sources, Jackson said. 

In 2022, Congress passed legislation
which authorized the National Parks
Service to establish a program meant to
offer $3 million in grants for the identifi-
cation, preservation, and documenta-
tion of these sites, but the program
hasn’t been funded, according to Ad-

ams, the congresswoman from North
Carolina who co-sponsored the legisla-
tion. Adams said she hopes the funding
will be secured by early next year.

“If we can get the funding, it will give
people an opportunity — communities
who are interested — a way of doing the
research,” she said.

Meanwhile, nonprofits like the Na-
tional Preservation for Historic Trust
and state governments in Maryland and
Virginia have stepped up, offering thou-
sands of dollars in grant money to pre-
serve historic Black cemeteries.

But accessing such funding can be a
challenge. Friends of East End, a non-
profit that for more than a decade has
helped maintain the East End Cemetery
in Virginia, applied for state funding af-
ter a bill passed in 2017 offered $5 per
grave marker for African Americans
born before 1900 or interred prior to
1948, according to Brian Palmer, a
founding member of the group. But the
group was denied funding because they
are not the legal owner of the cemetery,
according to Ivy Tan, a spokesperson for
the Virginia Department of Historic Re-
sources.

Tan said the funds were dispersed to
a nonprofit called The Enrichmond
Foundation, which collapsed in 2022
amid allegations of financial misman-
agement. The city of Richmond has
since expressed interest in taking over
East End and two other historic ceme-
teries, according to local media. And
Friends of East End have resumed their
work, relying on donations and other
grants, Palmer said.

When Palmer first visited the 16-acre
cemetery in 2014, it looked more like an
overgrown forest than a burial ground.
To make matters worse, amid the nearly
impenetrable matrix of vegetation swal-
lowing up headstones, Palmer and a

group of Boy Scouts that had come to
clear the land encountered a group of
deer hunters.

“That was truly, figuratively mind-
blowing, and that also made me think
about the nature of white supremacy in
this nation,” he said. “That you could
have these people who felt it was OK to
go shooting in a place where African
Americans had been laid to rest. Even
though it was forest, it was still sacred
ground.”

Palmer initially set out just to docu-
ment the Boy Scouts’ cleanup efforts but
said soon he and his wife, Erin Holloway
Palmer, found themselves traveling
from New York to volunteer there regu-
larly. 

In addition to doing what Palmer
calls “extreme gardening,” he and other
volunteers sift through records includ-
ing death certificates and African Amer-
ican newspapers to find any informa-
tion they can about the people buried in
East End and the surrounding commu-
nity. They share the information and
post photos of each grave marker online
to make their findings accessible to the
public.

Palmer estimates more than 80% of
the overgrowth in the cemetery has
been cleared, but maintenance is still
needed.

“Given that Jim Crow followed peo-
ple to the grave, these sites are not just
reminders, but they are, as I said, pow-
erful sites of memory where we can be-
gin to understand that history,” he said.
“Both the resistance, the resilience, the
achievement and the nasty brutal, vio-
lent actions that were visited on African
Americans.”

More threatened by development

When the three-acre Mount Zion and
Female Union Band Society cemeteries
were established in the 19th century, the
historically African American section of
Georgetown in Washington known as
Herring Hill was a vibrant, thriving
community, according to Lisa Fager, ex-
ecutive director of the Black George-
town Foundation, which helps manage
the properties. But the cemeteries fell
into disrepair as the area gentrified and
in the 1960s, developers tried to take the
land, Fager said.

Fager said a descendant of someone
buried in the cemetery, an African
American community organization and
their attorneys successfully fought the
developers off by getting the burial

ground listed on the National Register of
Historic Places in 1975. 

Still, the cemeteries “have suffered
perpetual, systemic neglect,” according
to the Washington city council, which
included $1.65 million in the 2023 bud-
get to improve stormwater management
at the neighboring cemeteries. Fager
said there’s more work to be done.

“Death reflects life, so the mistreat-
ment we get in life, we get the same in
death,” she said. “And that’s what I am
trying to stop because if anybody de-
serves to be treated respectfully, it is
those who are in the cemeteries today.”

Much like those who preserved the
cemeteries in Georgetown, a descend-
ant of someone buried in one of Vir-
ginia’s Black cemeteries is still using
some of the same tactics to fight devel-
opers today.

Lenora McQueen, a genealogist from
Texas, spent years tracing the final rest-
ing place of her fourth great-grand-
mother, Kitty Cary, to the Shockoe Hill
African Burying Ground. But when she
arrived in Richmond in 2017, she found
what was once a roughly 30-acre ceme-
tery where an estimated 22,000 people
of African descent are buried now lies
beneath a highway, railroad tracks and a
gas station.

“Even though it’s been pretty well
erased, there’s a lot of history there,” she
said.

McQueen learned a small part of the
property was set to be auctioned off,
and she quickly put together a team of
archaeologists and rushed to get the
burial ground and the surrounding his-
toric district listed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places.

In 2022, their success not only halted
the sale, according to McQueen, but also
led officials to reopen a federal review
and conclude that a proposed high
speed railway project in the area would
have a negative impact on the burial
ground. Gerica Goodman, a spokesper-
son for the Virginia Passenger Rail Au-
thority, said officials have “no plans to
do any additional infrastructure in the
area of the burial ground for this time, or
any future time.”

McQueen, however, said she is still
concerned about the impact of future
rail projects and said “it’s disrespectful
that the track is there at all.”

“A burial ground is still a burial
ground. They disturbed the remains,
but the function hasn’t changed,” she
said. “It still holds that person’s re-
mains. They didn’t go anywhere.”

Cemeteries
Continued from Page 1A

“We want to make sure that we honor
folks who have actually made these
contributions and are individuals who
have been a part of our history and our
culture,” said Rep. Alma Adams.
JERRY WOLFORD/AP FILE


