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The Rochester school board Tuesday
will vote on seven new school names,
including honors for the city’s first Black
educator, its first Black female superin-
tendent and a founding family in the lo-

cal Puerto Rican community.
Five of the schools are opening new

in the fall as part of the district-wide re-
configuration.

h Loretta Johnson Middle School
will be at the former Madison High
School and Wilson Foundation Acad-
emy location on Genesee Street. John-
son was a longtime district administra-
tor who served as interim superinten-
dent in 1994-95, the first Black woman
to hold that post. She died in 2017.

h Thurgood Marshall Middle

School will be at the Charlotte campus.
Rochester’s first Marshall school was
named after John Marshall, the 19th-
century U.S. Supreme Court Chief Jus-
tice. This one will be named after the
first Black Supreme Court justice.

h Dr. Freddie Thomas Middle
School re-asserts the existing building
name at 625 Scio St. A middle school
opened there in 1995 under the name of
the Freddie Thomas Learning Center,
but it closed in 2005. It’s been informal-
ly called the Freddie Thomas campus

since then. Thomas was an inventor and
biologist at the University of Rochester.

h Andrew A. Langston Middle
School will be at the Jefferson campus
at Edgerton Park. Langston was the
founder of WDKX-FM, one of the most
successful Black-run radio stations in
the country.

h Padilla High School will replace
Franklin High School. Ramon Padilla
came to Rochester from Puerto Rico in 

School names to honor diverse group
Andrew Langston, Ida B.
Wells among namesakes

Justin Murphy
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SCHOOL NAMES, Page 6A

NEW YORK – New York Attorney
General Letitia James’ lawsuit against
the National Rifle Association and its
former executives over years of ques-
tionable spending is nothing more
than an attempt by a politically moti-
vated public official to take down the
powerful gun rights group, a lawyer for
former NRA head Wayne LaPierre ar-
gued Thursday in a Manhattan court-
room.

The NRA’s lawyer, meanwhile, ar-
gued that the state’s case showed the
misconduct was committed “against”
the NRA, not “by” the nonprofit.

“If this was a case about corruption,
it wasn’t by the NRA,” said Sarah Rog-
ers.

The lawyers made their final 

Lawyers
make last
appeals in
NRA trial
Group’s CEO resigned
prior to court case

Philip Marcelo
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See NRA TRIAL, Page 6A

James Tompkins abandoned his pri-
mary care search a year ago, as he faced
months-long waits for a doctor visit
within massive health systems seem-
ingly designed to frustrate and mistreat
New Yorkers.

Since then, the now 54-year-old
Poughkeepsie man has passed tense
months trying to dodge illness. At
times, he turned to urgent cares for his
minor medical needs, while leaving
critical gaps in his overall health care.

His medical saga was among more
than two dozen others that New Yorkers
shared in response to USA TODAY Net-
work New York coverage of the negative
impacts of health care mergers.

Their health care complaints – span-
ning from ever-expanding wait times
for treatment to maddeningly ineffi-
cient patient service hotlines and on-
line portals – underscored the public
health crisis unfolding across New
York, where 40 out of 62 counties rank
as primary care shortage areas, federal 

Are you waiting months for
primary care in New York?

The emergency department entrance to Strong Memorial Hospital in Rochester is shown. Overcrowded emergency rooms
and urgent cares are serving as de facto primary and preventive care providers for some poor and low-income New
Yorkers. TINA MACINTYRE-YEE/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

System mergers, extensive delays
thwart access to essential services
David Robinson
New York State Team

USA TODAY NETWORK

James Tompkins outside of his
workplace in the Town of
Poughkeepsie on Feb. 9. Tompkins has
struggled to find a primary care
physician and will supplement his
health care with urgent care visits.
PATRICK OEHLER/POUGHKEEPSIE JOURNALSee PRIMARY CARE, Page 5A

“The smaller practices are

the way to go, but there just

aren’t that many of them

around anymore.” 
James Tomkins
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appeals to jurors during a six-week trial
in which James’ office sought to prove
that LaPierre and other NRA executives
wildly misspent millions of dollars of
the group’s money on lavish perks for
themselves, including private flights
and vacations.

LaPierre’s lawyer P. Kent Correll ar-
gued during his closing arguments in
state Supreme Court that James had
campaigned on a promise to destroy the
NRA and decided the “best way to do
that was to destroy” his client.

“This is a story made up by a person
with an agenda that wanted him off the
field,” said Correll, as he dinged James, a
Democrat, for not even being present in
court Thursday. “If this case was so im-
portant, why wouldn’t she be here?” 

Correll argued that LaPierre’s pen-
chant for private flights was necessary
for safety reasons, given his promi-
nence in the contentious gun debate. 

The NRA also benefited from the
costly flights because LaPierre was tak-
ing them not for his personal gain, but to
raise countless more dollars for the or-
ganization and gun rights causes broad-
ly, Correll added.

“He acted in good faith and with hon-
esty, sincerity and intention,” he said.
“There’s no evidence that he received
any benefits that he didn’t deserve.”

Rogers, meanwhile, told jurors that
she had personally disagreed with the
NRA’s policy stances for years, as she
stressed that the group’s controversial
stances aren’t on trial.

“The politics of the group don’t mat-
ter,” Rogers said. “It’s about whether the
group was mismanaged bad enough to

violate the law.”
She said the organization worked to

address problems soon after they came
to light through whistleblower com-
plaints.

“When the fraud was discovered, it
dug in. It turned over the rocks it was
told not to overturn. It took risks for the
benefit of the organization,” Rogers said.
“The NRA left no stone unturned.”

Lawyers for LaPierre’s co-defen-
dants argued that their clients had acted
in good faith and had not breached their
duties to the organization, as James’ of-
fice claimed.

“He acted at all times in the best in-
terests of the organization that he
serves. He’s never acted in his own in-
terest,” said William Fleming, a lawyer
for NRA general counsel John Frazer.
“The man was doing his job, and he was
doing it well.”

Mark Werbner, a lawyer for retired
NRA finance chief Wilson Phillips, said
his client had devoted more than 25
years to helping LaPierre grow the NRA
into something far larger and more im-
pactful than when Phillips began in the
1990s.

“He is a good man who acted honor-
ably, but the state wants to put him in
bankruptcy,” Werbner said, referring to
the state’s request that the defendants
be ordered to repay the NRA. “He
doesn’t deserve to be made penniless.”

The trial has cast a spotlight on the
leadership, culture and finances of the
NRA, which was founded more than 150
years ago in New York City to promote
riflery skills. The group has since grown
into a political juggernaut that influ-
ences federal law and presidential elec-
tions.

LaPierre, who led the NRA’s day-to-
day operations since 1991, announced
his resignation just days before the trial

opened in early January. 
James filed the lawsuit in 2020 under

her authority to investigate nonprofits
registered in the state. Her office argues
that LaPierre dodged financial disclo-
sure requirements while treating the
NRA as his personal piggy bank, liber-
ally dipping into its coffers to pay for Af-
rican safaris and other questionable
purchases.

LaPierre billed the NRA more than
$11 million for private jet flights and
spent more than $500,000 on eight
trips to the Bahamas over a three-year
span, state lawyers said. He also autho-
rized $135 million in NRA contracts for a
vendor whose owners showered him
with free trips to the Bahamas, Greece,
Dubai and India, and gave him access to
a 108-foot yacht.

At the same time, LaPierre consoli-
dated power and avoided scrutiny by
hiring unqualified underlings who
looked the other way, routing expenses

through a vendor, doctoring invoices,
and retaliating against board members
and executives who questioned his
spending, according to state lawyers.

Oliver North, best known for his cen-
tral role in the Iran-Contra scandal of
the 1980s, was among the prominent
witnesses to take the stand. 

The retired Marine Corps officer tes-
tified that he was forced out as presi-
dent of the NRA after serving less than a
year because he sought an independent
review of various financial irregular-
ities.

Testifying over multiple days, La-
Pierre claimed he hadn’t realized the
travel tickets, hotel stays, meals, yacht
access and other luxury perks counted
as gifts. 

But LaPierre conceded that he had
wrongly expensed private flights for his
family and accepted vacations from
vendors doing business with the NRA
without disclosing them.

State lawyers have asked the court to
order LaPierre and his-co-defendants
to reimburse the NRA, including forfeit-
ing any salaries earned while misallo-
cating funds.

They also want the men banned from
serving in leadership positions at any
charitable organizations conducting
business in New York.

Another former NRA executive
turned whistleblower, Joshua Powell,
settled with James’ office last month,
agreeing to testify at the trial, pay the
NRA $100,000 and forgo further in-
volvement with nonprofits.

The NRA, meanwhile, remains a
strong but tarnished political force. 

In recent years, the advocacy group
has been beset by financial troubles,
dwindling membership, board member
infighting and lingering questions about
LaPierre’s leadership.

NRA trial
Continued from Page 1A

Wayne LaPierre, ex-CEO of the
National Rifle Association, arrives at
court in New York on Jan. 8. Attorneys
made closing arguments Thursday in
the six-week trial in which Attorney
General Letitia James alleges that
LaPierre and other NRA executives
misspent the group’s money on perks
for themselves, including private
flights and vacations. SETH WENIG/AP FILE

1947 and helped acclimate and organize
those who followed in his footsteps in
the decades to come. Among his 11 chil-
dren was Nancy Padilla, who served as
Rochester school board president in the
1980s. It is the second school in Roches-
ter named for a Hispanic person, follow-
ing Roberto Clemente School 8.”I’m just

in awe; I don’t know what to say,” said
another of Ramon Padilla’s daughters,
Nydia Padilla-Rodriguez. She is founder
of Borinquen Dance Theatre and a long-
time RCSD administrator.

The district is also renaming two ex-
isting schools.

h Ida B. Wells-Barnett Elementary
School 34 is the new name for the
school on Lexington Avenue, replacing
the name of Louis Cerulli. Wells-Barnett
was a pioneering Black journalist who
investigated and exposed lynchings at

great personal risk. Cerulli, president of
the Rochester school board in the 1960s,
was the leading opponent of efforts to
integrate the city’s schools.

h Austin Steward Elementary
School 46 is the new name for the
school on Newcastle Road, replacing the
name of Charles Carroll. Steward was
the first prominent Black resident of
Rochester and opened the first school
for Black children in 1818. Carroll, one of
Rochester’s three founders, held scores
of Black people in slavery.

Last September the board approved
renaming School 16 on Post Avenue af-
ter David and Ruth Anderson, longtime
Black educators and storytellers.

— Justin Murphy is a veteran report-
er at the Democrat and Chronicle and
author of “Your Children Are Very Great-
ly in Danger: School Segregation in
Rochester, New York.” Follow him on
Twitter at twitter.com/CitizenMurphy
or contact him at jmurphy7@gan-
nett.com.
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